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What’s Ahead
Quarterly Preview

This quarter focuses upon acts of worship and praise that cel-
ebrate who God is and what God has done for His people. 

 Unit 1 has four lessons on persons who celebrate God includ-
ing Moses and Miriam, David, blind Bartimaeus, and the early 
believers who enter into a life of praise for God’s redemption 
through Jesus Christ.   
   In Unit 2, various psalms call on God’s people to celebrate 
what He has done, praising Him for justice, righteousness, and 
deliverance, and seeing the different ways we can praise Him. 
    Unit 3 first explores John’s visions of celebration in Revelation 
as people from every nation praise God and all heaven rejoices, 
and then the unit ends with the good news in Acts that even the 
Gentiles can receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.

In this quarter, here are some biblical principles you will study 
that can apply to your own life situations:
• God frees His people from their enemies.
• How will you worship God?
• Do not be quiet! Cry out to Jesus.
• In repentance, we join the community of faith.
• Thank God for being our faithful shepherd.
• Praise God for being our righteous Judge.
• Tell your God story with thanksgiving.
• Long for and rely on God’s presence.
• Every creature has reason to praise God!
• Worship with the multitude washed in the blood of the    
    Lamb.
• Give thanks to Jesus who reigns forever.
• Hallelujah! Celebrate the Lamb who loves His bride.
• Salvation is for all people; share the Good News!



L E S S O N  1

LESSON FOCUS: God frees His people from their enemies.

Moses and Miriam Praise God

My wife Jill keeps in her jewelry box an ordinary brass 
bracelet and wears it on occasion. It is a very plain piece 

of jewelry. It sports no color or decorative design. It is so unor-
namented, in fact, that it looks as if it could have been used 
as a lockable cuff placed on the wrist of someone enslaved or 
held in bondage. Embossed into the bracelet in simple lettering 
is “BRANDED 28281” and the initials “PB.” The unpretentious 
appearance is intentional, for it was made by one of the resi-
dents at Thistle Farms in Nashville, Tennessee. Thistle Farms 
is a Christian-based ministry that helps women survivors of 
trafficking, prostitution, and addiction find healing, hope, and 
freedom. Indeed, the initials carved into the jewelry are the 
initials of the woman who created it.

Jewelry is only one of the items crafted by the residents in 
the two-year program. While at Thistle Farms, they are pro-
vided with safe and supportive housing, medical care, thera-
py, education, job training, and the opportunity for economic 
independence—all free of charge. Plus, these women who 
were once exploited are provided with a strong community of 
advocates and referral services. “We believe that in the end,” 
the organization’s mission statement reads, “love is the most 
powerful force for change in the world.”

Like the Israelites of ancient times, these women know in 
their hearts that their freedom cannot happen apart from God; 
they recognize that God is their ultimate deliverer.

1. What physical or psychological “enemies” can keep 
people in bondage?

2. How can we be set free from such bondage?

3. What role does God play in freeing people from 
bondage?

F o r  S e p t e m b e r  5  •  P a g e  5
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The Lord’s Victory
Exodus 15:11-12, KJV
11 Who is like unto thee, O 

Lord, among the gods? who 
is like thee, glorious in holi-
ness, fearful in praises, doing 
wonders?
12 Thou stretchedst out thy 

right hand, the earth swal-
lowed them. 

Exodus 14 recounts the Israelites’ safe crossing of the Red 
Sea and the destruction of the Egyptian army. Completely free 
from Egyptian oppression, Exodus 15 records Moses and the 
people sang a song of praise and thanksgiving to God. 

In verses 2–10, the Lord is portrayed as a mighty warrior  
who used His great strength to smash Israel’s enemy. All it 
took was the Lord blowing with His “breath” (vs. 10) to inun-
date the antagonists in the Red Sea’s “mighty waters.”

Verse 11 draws attention to the fact that pagan humanity 
venerates many so-called “gods.” None of these powerless 
and lifeless idols, including those of Egypt, could compare to 
Israel’s one, true, and living God. The Lord alone is “majestic” 
(vs. 11) in His “holiness” and revered by those who praise His 
glorious presence. Also, only the Creator can perform great 
“wonders,” such as enabling the Israelites to cross the Red Sea, 
while remaining unharmed. 

Verse 12 depicts God as having an all-powerful “right 
hand.” When the Lord extended it, He caused the waters of 
the Red Sea to come crashing down on the Egyptians. It was 
as if the “earth” was a ravenous beast that opened its mouth 
to swallow its prey. In doing so, the antagonists went down to 
the realm of the dead.

4. In what way is the Lord distinct from other gods?

5. How did the Lord demonstrate His power?

Exodus 15:11-12, NIV
11Who among the gods
 is like you, Lord?
Who is like you—
 majestic in holiness,
awesome in glory,
 working wonders?
12“You stretch out your right hand,
 and the earth swallows your   

  enemies.”
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The Israelites’ Upcoming Journey to 
Canaan
Exodus 15:13-18, KJV
13 Thou in thy mercy hast led 

forth the people which thou 
hast redeemed: thou hast guid-
ed them in thy strength unto 
thy holy habitation.
14 The people shall hear, and 

be afraid: sorrow shall take 
hold on the inhabitants of 
Palestina.
15 Then the dukes of Edom 

shall be amazed; the mighty 
men of Moab, trembling shall 
take hold upon them; all the 
inhabitants of Canaan shall 
melt away.
16 Fear and dread shall fall 

upon them; by the greatness of 
thine arm they shall be as still 
as a stone; till thy people pass 
over, O Lord, till the people 
pass over, which thou hast 
purchased.
17 Thou shalt bring them in, 

and plant them in the moun-
tain of thine inheritance, in the 
place, O Lord, which thou hast 
made for thee to dwell in, in 
the Sanctuary, O Lord, which 
thy hands have established.
18 The Lord shall reign for 

ever and ever.

Exodus 15:13 portrays God as a shepherd who leads His 
chosen “people” to the promised land. He does so in His 
“love” (NIV), which is characterized by unwavering devotion. 

Exodus 15:13-18, NIV
13In your unfailing love you will   

  lead
the people you have redeemed.
In your strength you will guide   

  them
 to your holy dwelling.
14The nations will hear and tremble;
 anguish will grip the people of   

  Philistia.
15The chiefs of Edom will be   

  terrified,
the leaders of Moab will be seized   

  with trembling,
the people of Canaan will melt a  

  way;
16terror and dread will fall on them.
By the power of your arm
 they will be as still as a stone—
until your people pass by, Lord,
 until the people you bought pass   

  by.
17You will bring them in and   

 plant them
on the mountain of your   

 inheritance—
the place, Lord, you made for   

 your dwelling,
the sanctuary, Lord, your hands   

 established.
18“The Lord reigns
 for ever and ever.”
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The Hebrew verb translated “redeemed” means to buy back a 
near relative from the slave market. It is a fitting term for the 
Lord rescuing the Israelites from their Egyptian taskmasters.

Canaan is the Israelites’ final destination. It is referred to 
as God’s “holy habitation” (KJV). The land of promise is 
comparable to a sacred, well-watered pastureland where the 
Creator guided His sheep. 

Upon hearing that God had freed the Israelites from Egypt, 
Canaan’s pagan occupants shuddered in fear. Those living in 
Philistia were seized with anguish. Meanwhile, the leaders of 
Edom were terrified, and those of Moab trembled. The order 
in which these nations are listed roughly previews the route 
the Israelites would follow in their travels toward their sacred 
home.

Not even the deities worshiped by the Canaanites could 
withstand the Lord’s onslaught. Once more, He is depicted 
as a mighty warrior, before whom the peoples living in the 
promised land melted away. They were so dumbstruck by the 
breathtaking “power” of the Creator’s “arm” (vs. 16) that they 
became as motionless and lifeless as a rock. 

Verse 17 uses figurative language to explain why God res-
cued the Israelites. His intent was to “plant” His people, like 
a grapevine, on the terraced hillside of the promised land, the 
“mountain of [His] inheritance.” 

A time was coming when God would ensure that His chosen 
people and their monarch existed peacefully and securely 
in Canaan. Only their mighty Warrior, by His “hands,” 
would bring to fruition such a bold undertaking. The Lord’s 
“sanctuary” will stand as a witness to the surrounding nations 
of His sovereign and eternal reign over the entire universe.

6. What was the basis for the Lord shepherding His 
people?

7. How would the nations respond to God’s mighty 
presence?

8. What does the Lord intend to do for His people?
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The Song of Miriam
Exodus 15:19-21, KJV
19 For the horse of Pharaoh went 

in with his chariots and with his 
horsemen into the sea, and the Lord 
brought again the waters of the sea 
upon them; but the children of Israel 
went on dry land in the midst of the 
sea.
20 And Miriam the prophetess, the 

sister of Aaron, took a timbrel in 
her hand; and all the women went 
out after her with timbrels and with 
dances.
21 And Miriam answered them, Sing 

ye to the Lord, for he hath triumphed 
gloriously; the horse and his rider 
hath he thrown into the sea.

Exodus 15:19 recaps the supernatural event that occurred 
at the Red Sea when God destroyed the Egyptian army with 
Pharaoh’s cavalry and charioteers. They all perished when the 
Lord caused a wall of water to engulf them while His people 
forged ahead “on dry ground” in the middle of the sea.

Miriam, the sister of Moses and Aaron, began to lead the 
singing and celebration. At this time, Miriam could have 
been in her 90s since she was a young girl when Moses was 
born, and he was now 80 (2:4, 7-8; 7:7). Also, she is called a 
“prophet” (15:20), the first woman in the Bible to be described 
as such.

Miriam and the women took tambourinelike hand-drums 
and sang and danced in joyful praise to the Lord, who had 
“highly exalted” (vs. 21) Himself by plunging the massive 
Egyptian army into the shadowy depths of the Red Sea. 

9. What fate awaited the Egyptians?

10. About what did Miriam sing?

Exodus 15:19-21, NIV
 19When Pharaoh’s horses, 

chariots and horsemen went 
into the sea, the Lord brought 
the waters of the sea back over 
them, but the Israelites walked 
through the sea on dry ground. 
20Then Miriam the prophet, 
Aaron’s sister, took a timbrel 
in her hand, and all the women 
followed her, with timbrels 
and dancing. 21Miriam sang to 
them:
“Sing to the Lord,
 for he is highly exalted.
Both horse and driver
 he has hurled into the sea.”
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Set Free
Marianne’s enemy lived within her. Every morning, when 

Marianne looked in the mirror, she heard words like useless, 
ugly, and failure. Marianne listened to praise music, read the 
Bible and prayed, but she still walked through the day with 
self-condemning thoughts. At work, she always believed that 
her co-workers were talking about her incompetency.

One night at prayer meeting, Marianne went forward for 
prayer concerning her enemy. Her pastor prayed that God 
would transform her mind and release her from the spiritual 
bondage of self-condemnation. Marianne was also given an 
older godly woman as mentor, who had struggled with the 
same bondage. After many months of memorizing Scripture, 
frequent prayer, and seeking the Holy Spirit to give her power 
over her enemy, Marianne’s mind was renewed. She now 
looks in the mirror and hears God’s voice say, “I love you with 
an everlasting love.”  

Joshua’s co-workers often ridiculed him for being a Christian. 
He tried ignoring them, praying for them, and even singing 
silently while they taunted him, but he had no peace at work. 
One day, one of Joshua’s co-workers came to work in despair. 
Joshua sat with him during lunch and started asking him 
questions. The co-worker’s marriage was about to end. Joshua 
prayed for the co-worker’s marriage with him and continually 
prayed for him through the next week. Joshua also shared some 
marriage books with his co-worker. His co-worker’s attitude 
toward him and his faith dramatically changed. 

Our enemies desire to paralyze our minds from God’s truth 
and destroy our witness for God. He allows our enemies to 
attack us but he always provides a way for us to escape.

11. Are you able to easily recognize your enemies? If not, 
why not? 

12. What are some evidences of your enemies trying to 
deceive or destroy you?

13. In what ways does God set us free from our enemies?
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Thanking God through Song
How often do you take the opportunity to thank God for 

how He has freed you from your enemies? Just as Moses, 
Miriam, and the Israelites chose to thank God through sing-
ing praise together of what He had done, you can write a song 
about what God has done for you and dedicate it to Him. 

 � Write a short song praising God for freeing you from any 
of your enemies. Include praises for His character as in Exodus 
15:11-13. Think about specific attributes of God that were demon-
strated when He set you free such as His power and love. Don’t 
worry about the song rhyming or sounding professional; this is 
between you and God. Then, throughout the next week, take time 
to sing your song of praise to God. 

KEY VERSE
Who is like unto thee, O Lord, among the gods? who is like thee, 
glorious in holiness, fearful in praises, doing wonders? 
 —Exodus 15:11, KJV

Who among the gods is like you, Lord? Who is like you— 
majestic in holiness, awesome in glory, working wonders? 
 —Exodus 15:11, NIV

DAILY BIBLE READINGS
Week of September 6 through September 12
(See The Quiet Hour for devotionals on these passages.)
Mon. 2 Samuel  6:1-5—David Prepares to Transport the Ark.
Tues. Hebrews 9:1-7—The Holiness of the Sanctuary.
Wed. 2 Samuel 6:6-11—Uzzah Disregards the Ark’s Holiness.
Thurs. Psalm 122—The House of the Lord!
Fri. Psalm 132:1-12—Go to God’s Dwelling Place.
Sat. Revelation 11:15-19—The Ark in the Heavenly Temple.
Sun. 2 Samuel 6:12-19—David Dances Before the Ark. 
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LESSON FOCUS: How will you worship God?

David Dances before the Ark

There’s a Jewish story about the child of a rabbi who used 
to wander in the woods. At first his father let him wander, 

but over time he became concerned. After all, the father didn’t 
know what might lurk out there, so he figured the woods could 
be dangerous. Deciding to discuss the matter with his son, the 
rabbi took him aside and said, “You know, I’ve noticed that 
each day you walk into the woods. I was wondering, why do 
you go there?” The boy matter-of-factly said to his father, “I go 
there to find God.”

“That is a good thing,” the father replied gently. “I’m cer-
tainly glad you’re searching out God. But, my child, don’t you 
know that God is the same everywhere?”The little boy looked 
into his father’s face and said, “Why, yes sir. But I’m not.”

There are a multitude of ways to worship God: by singing, 
praying, dancing, even by serving the less fortunate. There are a 
multitude of places to worship God: at home, at church, on the 
beach, even in the woods, for instance. And of course, God may 
be worshiped at any time throughout the day.

But in a conversation with a Samaritan woman, Jesus pin-
pointed what real worship is. The Message Bible renders His 
words (in John 4:23-24) as, “It’s who you are and the way you 
live that count before God. Your worship must engage your 
spirit in the pursuit of truth. That’s the kind of people the 
Father is out looking for: those who are simply and honestly 
themselves before him in their worship. God is sheer being 
itself—Spirit. Those who worship him must do it out of their 
very being, their spirits, their true selves, in adoration.”

1. Do you have a special place where you worship God? 
Explain your answer.

2. What has prompted you spontaneously to worship God?

3. Is worshiping God important to you? If so, why?
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Moving the Ark
2 Samuel 6:1-5, KJV
1 Again, David gathered together 

all the chosen men of Israel, thirty 
thousand.
2 And David arose, and went with 

all the people that were with him 
from Baale of Judah, to bring up from 
thence the ark of God, whose name is 
called by the name of the Lord of hosts 
that dwelleth between the cherubims.
3 And they set the ark of God upon 

a new cart, and brought it out of the 
house of Abinadab that was in Gibeah: 
and Uzzah and Ahio, the sons of 
Abinadab, drave the new cart.
4 And they brought it out of the house 

of Abinadab which was at Gibeah, 
accompanying the ark of God: and 
Ahio went before the ark.
5 And David and all the house of 

Israel played before the Lord on all 
manner of instruments made of fir 
wood, even on harps, and on psalter-
ies, and on timbrels, and on cornets, 
and on cymbals.

Second Samuel 5 recounts David being anointed as king 
over all Israel, along with his conquest and occupation of 
Jerusalem. He renamed it the City of David and made it his 
new political and religious capital as he firmly established his 
leadership of the Israelites.   

On the heels of a triumph over the Philistines, the nation’s 
longstanding enemy, David assembled 30,000 especially “cho-
sen” men (2 Sam. 6:1, KJV)—fit and elite warriors from all over 
Israel to help relocate the ark of the covenant from “Baalah 
in Judah” (near the nation’s border with the Philistines) to 
Jerusalem. The Israelites closely identified the sacred chest 

2 Samuel 6:1-5, NIV
 1David again brought 

together all the able young 
men of Israel—thirty thou-
sand. 2He and all his men 
went to Baalah in Judah 
to bring up from there the 
ark of God, which is called 
by the Name, the name of 
the Lord Almighty, who is 
enthroned between the cheru-
bim on the ark. 3They set the 
ark of God on a new cart and 
brought it from the house of 
Abinadab, which was on the 
hill. Uzzah and Ahio, sons of 
Abinadab, were guiding the 
new cart 4with the ark of God 
on it, and Ahio was walking 
in front of it. 5David and all 
Israel were celebrating with 
all their might before the 
Lord, with castanets, harps, 
lyres, timbrels, sistrums and 
cymbals.
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with the Lord (2 Sam. 7:13; 1 Kings 9:3; 11:36; 14:21). This 
is evident by associating the ark with God, as well as with 
the divine “Name” and the “Lord Almighty.” The preced-
ing phrase might be loosely rendered as the “sovereign 
Commander of heaven’s armies.” On the ark’s lid were placed 
replicas of two winged angels called “cherubim,” which sym-
bolized the Creator’s transcendence and power (Exod. 25:17-
22). The lid of the covenant box functioned as the footstool for 
God’s invisible, heavenly throne (1 Sam. 4:4; 2 Kings 19:15; Ps. 
80:1; 99:1; Isa. 6:1; 37:16).

David’s intent in transporting the ark to Jerusalem was to 
signal that it was the official seat of royal and religious power. 
The relocation of the covenant box would also move it much 
farther away from Philistine territory and squelch any plans 
the enemy might have had to launch an attack, capture the 
sacred chest, and destroy it. This explains why Israel’s mon-
arch gathered a large force to prevent such a dire outcome 
from taking place. Also present were civil and religious lead-
ers (1 Chron. 13:2).

Israel’s king, in consultation with his trusted advisors  
(1 Chron. 1, 4), decided to load the ark on a “new” (2 Sam. 
6:3) oxcart. At that time, the covenant box was in the home of 
“Abinadab,” whose house was located on a hill. Two of his 
sons, “Uzzah and Ahio,” were given the responsibility to lead 
the “cart” with the sacred chest placed on it (vs. 4). While Ahio 
walked in front of the ark, Uzzah was positioned along its 
side.

At first, an air of festivity characterized the event. Indeed, 
David and all those in attendance celebrated the occasion with 
a considerable amount of energy and enthusiasm. In addition 
to singing (1 Chron. 13:8), the entourage was accompanied 
by an ensemble of worshipful music. This included the use of 
various stringed and percussion instruments (2 Sam. 6:5).

4. Who accompanied David in moving the ark?

5. In what way was the ark moved?

6. What was David doing as the ark was moved?
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Celebrating Before the Ark
2 Samuel 6:14-19, KJV
14 And David danced before the 

Lord with all his might; and David 
was girded with a linen ephod.
15 So David and all the house of 

Israel brought up the ark of the 
Lord with shouting, and with the 
sound of the trumpet.
16 And as the ark of the Lord 

came into the city of David, Michal 
Saul’s daughter looked through a 
window, and saw king David leap-
ing and dancing before the Lord; 
and she despised him in her heart.
17 And they brought in the ark of 

the Lord, and set it in his place, 
in the midst of the tabernacle 
that David had pitched for it: and 
David offered burnt offerings and 
peace offerings before the Lord.
18 And as soon as David had made 

an end of offering burnt offerings 
and peace offerings, he blessed the 
people in the name of the Lord of 
hosts.
19 And he dealt among all the 

people, even among the whole 
multitude of Israel, as well to the 
women as men, to every one a cake 
of bread, and a good piece of flesh, 
and a flagon of wine. So all the 
people departed every one to his 
house.

The initial attempt to relocate the ark did not go well. As 
the oxen lumbered downhill, the pair stumbled, and Uzzah 
responded by trying to steady the sacred chest with his hand. 

2 Samuel 6:14-19, NIV
 14Wearing a linen ephod, 

David was dancing before the 
Lord with all his might, 15while 
he and all Israel were bring-
ing up the ark of the Lord 
with shouts and the sound of 
trumpets.

 16As the ark of the Lord was 
entering the City of David, 
Michal daughter of Saul watched 
from a window. And when she 
saw King David leaping and 
dancing before the Lord, she 
despised him in her heart.

 17They brought the ark of the 
Lord and set it in its place inside 
the tent that David had pitched 
for it, and David sacrificed burnt 
offerings and fellowship offer-
ings before the Lord. 18After 
he had finished sacrificing the 
burnt offerings and fellow-
ship offerings, he blessed the 
people in the name of the Lord 
Almighty. 19Then he gave a loaf 
of bread, a cake of dates and a 
cake of raisins to each person in 
the whole crowd of Israelites, 
both men and women. And all 
the people went to their homes.
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For this “irreverent act” (2 Sam. 6:7), God struck Uzzah  
dead. Therefore, David decided to leave the box at the house 
of Obed-Edom. When David learned three months later that 
God had enabled Obed-Edom’s family to grow and thrive, 
he tried a second time to bring the ark to Jerusalem following 
the procedures specified in the law of Moses. For instance, the 
king directed that only the Levitical priests were permitted to 
carry the ark, and by using its poles (Exod. 25:12-14;  
Num. 4:15; 7:9). 

For the occasion, David wore a special linen, vestlike gar-
ment called an “ephod” (2 Sam. 6:14). Likewise, other partici-
pants were likely dressed in fine linen garments, which were 
typically used by the Levites (1 Chron. 15:27). The procession 
moved ahead slowly, with sacrifices being made at regular 
intervals (2 Sam. 6:13). Along the eight-mile route, attendees 
heard loud “shouts” (vs. 15) and trumpet blasts. Meanwhile, 
the king vigorously danced in front of the ark with whirling, 
leaping motions.

As the sacred chest entered Jerusalem, one of David’s wives, 
Michal, the daughter of Saul, gazed down upon Israel’s mon-
arch from a palace window. Michal later told David that he 
had acted in a disgraceful, foolish manner (vs. 20). For this rea-
son, Michal disdained the king. 

The Levities carrying the ark put it inside the specially pre-
pared tent. Then, David officiated as “burnt offerings,” as well 
as “fellowship offerings,” were made to Israel’s God (vs. 17). 
This was the king’s way of expressing heartfelt thanks to the 
Lord. David also pronounced a blessing in the name of “the 
Lord Almighty” (vs. 18) to all the attendees. Then, before each 
person went home, they received a loaf of bread, a cake of 
dates, and a cake of raisins (vs. 19).

7. Why was Michal upset with David?

8. After the ark was moved, what sacrifices did David 
offer?

9. What items did David give to the attendees?
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Heartfelt Worship
On my birthday, for the past three years, I have been 

blessed to worship God along beautiful beaches in California, 
Mexico, and Costa Rica. My worship begins by just walking 
along the beach silently in awe of all that God has created. As 
my feet enjoy the beautiful white sands, songs of praise spring 
up from my heart and I am singing at the top of my voice 
“How Great Thou Art.” Eventually, I find a solitary place to sit 
and worship my Lord through orally reading various psalms 
unto the Lord. I conclude my time of worship with writing 
thanksgivings to the Lord for giving me another year of life. 

Cathy walks through her little three-bedroom home remem-
bering the time that her family of six once lived in the one-
bedroom alley house. She quickly reaches for her tambourine 
and starts worshiping God through music and song. Cathy 
doesn’t care how she sounds. Her heart overflows with grati-
tude for all that God has done for her family. Cathy knows 
that it was only God who has provided for her family for the 
past 30 years. She worships God for His faithfulness jumping 
up and down throughout her home playing the tambourine 
and singing whatever song of praise flows from her heart.

JoJo, bound to his wheelchair and unable to move his body 
by himself, sits among 90 other special needs children wor-
shiping God. His eyes sing the words of praise that his vocal 
cords wouldn’t allow him to sing because of his cerebral palsy. 
JoJo’s smiles during praise and worship time are contagious 
and resound with his heartfelt worship to God. He can’t dance 
with his feet in praise, but his eyes and smile dance to God. 

Worshiping God doesn’t have to be in a church or heard by 
others. It just has to be a heartfelt worship to our Lord God 
and Creator. 

10. What ignites your heart into worshiping God?

11. Have you ever worshiped God without speaking or 
singing aloud? If so, what was it like?

12. When have you worshiped God in an unconventional 
way?



L e s s o n  2  f o r  M a r c h  1  •  P a g e  1 8L e s s o n  2  f o r  S e p t e m b e r  1 2  •  P a g e  1 8

New Ways to Praise
Often we are afraid to worship God in a different way than 

we are used to. For example, if you are used to singing your 
praises to God, are you willing to try writing poetry to express 
your praises? If you are used to standing up to worship God, 
are you willing to kneel down or even prostrate yourself on 
the floor to worship Him? Have you ever worshiped God in 
complete silence? Or maybe you have never worshiped God 
alone or on days other than Sundays. There are endless ways 
to worship our Creator.

 � How do you usually worship God? Ask Him to show you a 
different way to worship Him this next week and write what you 
might do here. 

KEY VERSE
And David and all the house of Israel played before the Lord on 
all manner of instruments made of fir wood, even on harps, and 
on psalteries, and on timbrels, and on cornets, and on cymbals.
 —2 Samuel 6:5, KJV

David and all Israel were celebrating with all their might before 
the Lord, with castanets, harps, lyres, timbrels, sistrums and cym-
bals. —2 Samuel 6:5, NIV

DAILY BIBLE READINGS
Week of September 13 through September 19
(See The Quiet Hour for devotionals on these passages.)
Mon. Isaiah 35:1-6—Blind Eyes Shall Be Opened.
Tues.  Psalm 96—Declare God’s Glory Among the Nations. 
Wed.  Psalm 115:1-3. 9-18—Glory to God’s Name Alone. 
Thurs.  Mark 10:17-22—Only God Is Good. 
Fri.  Mark 10:42-45—Greatness through Servanthood.
Sat.  Psalm 146—Praise the Lord, O My Soul! 
Sun. Mark 10:46-52—Praise God for Healing!
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LESSON FOCUS: Do not be quiet! Cry out to Jesus.

Glorifying God

Helen Keller, so inspirational in her deafness and blind-
ness, once wrote an article entitled, “Three Days to 

See” in which she outlined what she would like to see if she 
were granted just three days of sight. The first day she said 
she wanted to see friends. Day two she would spend seeing 
nature. The third day she would spend in her home of New 
York City watching it bustling on a workday. She ended with 
these words: “I who am blind can give one hint to those who 
see: Use your eyes as if tomorrow you were stricken blind.”

As bad as blindness is in our own age, it was so much worse 
in Jesus’ day. Today a blind person has training and oppor-
tunities unknown in Jesus’ day; indeed, some of the most 
skilled and creative people in our society are blind. But in the 
first century, blindness meant being subject to abject poverty, 
reduced to begging for a living.

Blind Bartimaeus didn’t know what lay ahead for Jesus in 
Jerusalem. He couldn’t know that the Master would be cruci-
fied and that this opportunity would never come again. He 
did know, however, that the opportunity was here now, and 
he wasn’t going to allow it to pass him by.

Opportunities only become opportunities when we embrace 
them as such. God may offer us something time and again; 
however, if we refuse to accept it, the opportunity will be 
missed. It must be seized boldly—and sometimes loudly!

1. Why is it important to believe that Jesus can fulfill any 
request that is honoring to God and others? 

2. Is there a difference between making significant and 
trivial requests of God? Explain your answer.

3. Why would you not cry out to God when you’re in 
need?
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The Plea of Bartimaeus
Mark 10:46-48, KJV
46 And they came to Jericho: and 

as he went out of Jericho with his 
disciples and a great number of 
people, blind Bartimaeus, the son 
of Timaeus, sat by the highway 
side begging.
47 And when he heard that it was 

Jesus of Nazareth, he began to cry 
out, and say, Jesus, thou son of 
David, have mercy on me.
48 And many charged him that he 

should hold his peace: but he cried 
the more a great deal, Thou son of 
David, have mercy on me.

As Jesus traveled to Jerusalem for the last time during His 
earthly ministry, the Twelve were amazed and perhaps some-
what confused, while others who followed were gripped by 
fear (Matt. 20:17; Mark 10:32). The sizeable group heading to 
Jerusalem for the Passover festival may have sensed a crisis 
was looming, and this fueled their anxiety. 

One of the towns along the way was Jericho. At this point, 
Jesus was with His disciples, along with a “large crowd” 
(Mark 10:46). Squatting along the roadside was a blind beg-
gar named Bartimaeus. His name literally means “son of 
Timaeus.” He is the only person singled out by name in the 
Gospel of Mark among all those Mark recounted being healed 
by Jesus. One possible reason for this is that Bartimaeus may 
have eventually become a widely known disciple within the 
early Christian community.

In his otherwise almost identical account, Matthew notes 
that Jesus encountered two blind men, not one (Matt. 20:30). 
One way to possibly resolve the discrepancy is to recognize 
that there were two sight-impaired beggars near Jericho. Yet, 
one person—Bartimaeus—was louder than the other and drew 
the majority of the Messiah’s attention. 

Mark 10:46-48, NIV
 46Then they came to Jericho. As 

Jesus and his disciples, together 
with a large crowd, were leaving 
the city, a blind man, Bartimaeus 
(which means “son of Timaeus”), 
was sitting by the roadside beg-
ging. 47When he heard that it was 
Jesus of Nazareth, he began to 
shout, “Jesus, Son of David, have 
mercy on me!”

 48Many rebuked him and told 
him to be quiet, but he shouted 
all the more, “Son of David, have 
mercy on me!”
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During the first century a.d., “begging” (Mark 10:46) was 
the only means of support for those with a severe physical dis-
ability such as blindness. It is not hard to imagine Bartimaeus 
sitting on a straw mat and holding up a saucer into which 
sympathetic passersby could drop their coins. When he heard 
a throng of people heading toward him, he inquired about the 
cause of the commotion. The blind beggar learned that an  
itinerant rabbi from Nazareth named Jesus was passing by.

Evidently, Jesus’ reputation as a miraculous healer was 
familiar to Bartimaeus, for he did not hesitate to cry out to 
Jesus for “mercy” (vs. 47). The underlying Greek verb means 
to show compassion or have pity on someone in dire need. 
Even more remarkable is that the blind beggar referred to 
Jesus as the “Son of David,” which points to His royal, messi-
anic heritage. Despite other instances in the Gospel of  
Mark when Jesus silenced those who attempted to identify 
Him as the Messiah (for example, 1:43-45; 3:12; 5:43; 8:29-
30), Jesus did not silence the public proclamation made by 
Bartimaeus.

Bartimaeus did not just “shout” (vs. 47) to Jesus once or 
twice, but repeatedly. The blind beggar created such a distur-
bance that it interrupted what must have seemed like a fes-
tive mood up to that point. This explains why many people 
“rebuked” Bartimaeus (vs. 48). Perhaps they also thought 
this individual, who held no status in society, was unworthy 
of Jesus’ attention. So, in a reprimanding tone, many in the 
crowd demanded that the blind beggar should “be quiet”  
(vs. 48). 

Bartimaeus, however, refused to be silenced. He persisted in 
calling for Jesus’ attention. Such audacity was an amazing dis-
play of faith. Yet, the blind beggar went further by once more 
referring to Jesus as the “Son of David” and pleading for Jesus 
to show him “mercy.”

4. Who accompanied Jesus as He came to Jericho?

5. What kind of plea did Bartimaeus make to Jesus?

6. How did the crowd respond to Bartimaeus?
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The Healing by Jesus
Mark 10:49-52, KJV
49 And Jesus stood still, and com-

manded him to be called. And they 
call the blind man, saying unto him, 
Be of good comfort, rise; he calleth 
thee.
50 And he, casting away his gar-

ment, rose, and came to Jesus.
51 And Jesus answered and said unto 

him, What wilt thou that I should do 
unto thee? The blind man said unto 
him, Lord, that I might receive my 
sight.
52 And Jesus said unto him, Go 

thy way; thy faith hath made thee 
whole. And immediately he received 
his sight, and followed Jesus in the 
way.

Earlier, in the exchange involving James and John, Jesus 
emphasized the importance of servanthood (Mark 10:32-45). 
Now, as Jesus and those traveling along were leaving Jericho, 
the Lord modeled being a humble servant in the gracious way 
He treated Bartimaeus. Specifically, when Jesus heard the per-
sistent outcry of the blind beggar, the Savior stopped. Next, 
He directed that Bartimaeus be brought to Him.

The crowd, who moments earlier had reprimanded the 
blind beggar for calling out to Jesus, now urged Bartimaeus to 
“cheer up” (vs. 49), or take comfort in his heart. He was also 
told to stand up, for Jesus was summoning him. The blind 
beggar quickly responded by removing and tossing aside his 
“cloak” (vs. 50), or outer “garment” (KJV), which he used to 
keep himself warm and had folded on his lap to receive dona-
tions from those who passed by. Then, after jumping up, he 
eagerly went to meet Jesus.

At first, it might seem peculiar to contemporary readers 

Mark 10:49-52, NIV
 49Jesus stopped and said, 

“Call him.”
 So they called to the blind 

man, “Cheer up! On your feet! 
He’s calling you.” 50Throwing 
his cloak aside, he jumped to 
his feet and came to Jesus.

 51“What do you want me to 
do for you?” Jesus asked him.
 The blind man said, “Rabbi, 

I want to see.”
 52“Go,” said Jesus, “your 

faith has healed you.” 
Immediately he received his 
sight and followed Jesus along 
the road.
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that Jesus would ask a blind man what he wanted. Yet, the 
Savior did so for a good reason. Throughout his entire adult 
life, Bartimaeus had been soliciting others for handouts. In 
this case, he could have avoided the risk of being denied his 
request for sight, especially if it was regarded as being too 
much to ask from Jesus. But Bartimaeus entreated the rabbi 
from Nazareth to enable him to see. 

As a title of respect, the Greek noun translated “Rabbi” (vs. 
51) could also be rendered as “teacher,” “master,” or “Lord” 
(KJV). By addressing Jesus in this way (along with the earlier 
reference to Him as the “son of David” (vss. 47-48), Bartimaeus 
displayed an amazing amount of faith. Specifically, when 
the blind beggar asked for his sight, it was clear that he truly 
believed Jesus could perform such a miracle.

In Mark’s version of the healing, Jesus  had only to say the 
eyes of Bartimaeus were healed, and they were by the man’s 
“faith” (vs. 52). By trusting in Jesus, the beggar had instantly 
been healed. The Greek text can also mean his faith “saved” 
(sozo) him. On one level, Bartimaeus had been delivered from 

his blindness. Yet, on another 
level, his “faith” in Jesus had 
rescued Bartimaeus from the 
scourge of his sin.

The healed man was so 
thankful that he followed the 
Savior along the road. Luke 
adds that Bartimaeus also 
began “praising God” (Luke 
18:43) for his miracle of sight.

7. How did Jesus respond 
to Bartimaeus?

8. What was at the heart 
of Bartimaeus’s request?

9. What word of encour-
agement did Jesus offer to 
Bartimaeus?

Jesus heals Bartimaeus in this painting 
by English artist Harold Copping 
(1863–1932).

Photo: Public Domain



L e s s o n  3  f o r  S e p t e m b e r  1 9  •  P a g e  2 4

Do Not Be Silent 
Bartimaeus, the blind man, would not be hindered by those 

who would keep him from Jesus. Sometimes well-meaning 
people will tell those in crisis not to expect anything miracu-
lous from God. They say, “We don’t want you to be disap-
pointed, you know.” They might also say things like, “If you 
only expect little things from God, then you won’t be as  
disappointed when nothing happens”—or so the popular 
thinking goes. 

Bartimaeus wanted nothing less than to have his sight 
restored—an impossible feat by ancient or modern standards. 
Bartimaeus ignored the crowd who told him to “calm down,” 
be quiet, and simply resign himself to his fate. 

The Jesus of the first century is no different than the Jesus of 
today, and He is ready to intervene for those who cry out to 
Him. 

Jesus addressed all areas of life in His miraculous earthly 
ministry: healing from disease, the provision of necessary 
funds, reaching out to the disenfranchised, and giving hope to 
those in crisis. 

Do not be silent or timid in your requests to Jesus. The Lord  
has not changed, either in His ability and or His willingness 
(in His way and time) to do the miraculous. When He does the 
miraculous, it is an expression of deep love and compassion 
for those who cry out to Him. 

10. What circumstances might lead someone to believe 
that God no longer performs miracles in people’s lives? 

11. Why do some well-meaning people discourage the 
hopeful from asking God to do the impossible? 

12. In what area of life (health, finances, vocation,  
relationships) do you need to cry out to Jesus for miraculous 
intervention?

13. If Jesus were to fulfill your request, how would you 
use His miraculous provision to advance His kingdom? 
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Cry Out!
After Jesus healed Bartimaeus, the former blind man imme-

diately began to follow the Lord. Of course, after we cry out to 
Jesus, and He answers our prayers, the expectation is that we 
will use the gifts He has given to us to advance His kingdom. 

 � How has Jesus miraculously intervened in your life? How will 
you use the gifts He has given to you to build up and encourage 
others in His kingdom? 

KEY VERSE
And Jesus answered and said unto him, What wilt thou that I 
should do unto thee? The blind man said unto him, Lord, that I 
might receive my sight.  —Mark 10:51, KJV

“What do you want me to do for you?” Jesus asked him. The 
blind man said, “Rabbi, I want to see.” —Mark 10:51, NIV

DAILY BIBLE READINGS
Week of September 20 through September 26
(See The Quiet Hour for devotionals on these passages.)
Mon. Exodus 19:1-8—A Priestly Kingdom, a Holy Nation.
Tues. Exodus 20:1-6—Worship God Alone. 
Wed.  Psalms 133; 134—When Kindred Live in Unity. 
Thurs.  Revelation 4—Praise in the Heavenly Community. 
Fri. Acts 2:1-12—The Day of Pentecost.
Sat.  Acts 2:22-36—Jesus Is Lord and Messiah.
Sun.  Acts 2:37-47—A Community Praise.



L E S S O N  4
F o r  S e p t e m b e r  2 6  •  P a g e  2 6

LESSON FOCUS: In repentance, we join the community of faith.

God’s People Offer Praise

The husband was in his usual morning place: sitting at the 
table, reading the newspaper after breakfast. As he read, 

he came across some photos with an article about a beautiful 
actress who was about to marry a big-name football player. 
Frankly, this star athlete was well known for his low IQ, his 
lack of common sense, and his handsome good looks. The hus-
band disgustingly turned to his wife and said, “It’s absolutely 
beyond me how the biggest, dumbest, meanest guys always 
get the most attractive wives.” Hearing this, his wife turned to 
him and replied, “Why, thank you so much, dear!”

I’ve often pronounced it from the pulpit: We are every one 
of us geniuses, but on the other hand, we are every one of us 
incompetent! We each have areas in which we excel because 
of our God-given talents, but we also each have areas in which 
we fail because of our lack of talent. All of us have strengths 
and weaknesses, which is precisely why it’s so important to 
come together and work together to help each other. Put my 
weaknesses together with another’s strengths, and we make a 
good team that can cover things either one of us as individu-
als could never touch. That’s how it should be in a church. It’s 
how it was in the early church. As new believers joined the 
family of God, they shared what they had so that all of them 
could benefit from God’s gifts. Their fresh and powerful com-
munity life won the admiration of people outside the church.

1. What gifts and talents do you have? What are some you 
don’t have?

2. Why do we depend on each other’s gifts to better serve 
Christ? 

3. Why should we be both humble and repentant when we 
work as the Body of Christ?
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Jesus Is Exalted 
Acts 2:32-33, KJV
32 This Jesus hath God raised up, 

whereof we all are witnesses.
33 Therefore being by the right 

hand of God exalted, and having 
received of the Father the promise of 
the Holy Ghost, he hath shed forth 
this, which ye now see and hear.

The events of this week’s lesson began on the day of 
Pentecost, one of the three great Jewish religious holy days. 
Jerusalem’s population swelled during these festivals as pil-
grims streamed into the city from all over the Mediterranean.

According to Jewish tradition, at Pentecost, Moses descend-
ed from Mount Sinai with the two tablets of stone. Jesus’ fol-
lowers, however, associated Pentecost with the advent of the 
Holy Spirit. Indeed, at Pentecost, the Spirit descended in a 
dramatic way upon the Christians gathered in the holy city. 
As they praised God in other “tongues,” or languages, ethnic 
Jews from across the Roman Empire marveled that they heard 
the believers “declaring the wonders of God in our tongues!” 
(Acts 2:1-13). Peter, led by the Spirit, explained to the crowd 
that this phenomenon was evidence of God fulfilling His 
promise to pour out His Spirit upon people (vss. 14-21).

Jesus’ resurrection was the central topic of Peter’s sermon. 
Peter said that he and the rest of the disciples had witnessed 
Jesus’ bodily resurrection. The apostles also testified that 
the Father “exalted” (vs. 33) His Son to the place of highest 
power and authority at the Father’s “right hand” in heaven. 
Moreover, as the Father “promised,” the Son “poured out” the 
Spirit upon Jesus’ followers, which those present could “see 
and hear” for themselves. Though some in the crowd probably 
disputed Peter’s statement about Jesus’ resurrection, Peter and 
the rest of the disciples were willing to courageously testify to 
Jesus’ lordship and messiahship (vss. 34-36).

4. What was the Good News that Peter proclaimed?

Acts 2:32-33, NIV
 32“God has raised this Jesus 

to life, and we are all witnesses 
of it. 33Exalted to the right hand 
of God, he has received from 
the Father the promised Holy 
Spirit and has poured out what 
you now see and hear.”
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The Exhortation to Repent
Acts 2:37-41, KJV
37 Now when they heard this, they 

were pricked in their heart, and 
said unto Peter and to the rest of the 
apostles, Men and brethren, what 
shall we do?
38 Then Peter said unto them, 

Repent, and be baptized every one 
of you in the name of Jesus Christ 
for the remission of sins, and ye 
shall receive the gift of the Holy 
Ghost.
39 For the promise is unto you, and 

to your children, and to all that are 
afar off, even as many as the Lord 
our God shall call.
40 And with many other words 

did he testify and exhort, saying, 
Save yourselves from this untoward 
generation.
41 Then they that gladly received 

his word were baptized: and the 
same day there were added unto 
them about three thousand souls.

The crowd, upon hearing Peter’s declaration, was “cut to 
the heart” (vs. 37). This phrase means they were wounded 
in their conscience. Their intense distress and deep remorse 
over rejecting the Messiah prompted them to ask what was 
necessary for them to get right with God. Peter’s message had 
convicted his hearers of their sin and then spoke about the 
Father’s provision of mercy and love.

Peter told them to “repent and be baptized” (vs. 38). 
“Repent” implies a complete change of mind. Instead of reject-
ing Jesus, they needed to trust in Him. In Bible times, religious 
rites involving water were commonplace. For example, bap-
tism was a requirement for Gentile proselytes to Judaism. By 

Acts 2:37-41, NIV
 37When the people heard 

this, they were cut to the heart 
and said to Peter and the other 
apostles, “Brothers, what shall 
we do?”

 38Peter replied, “Repent and 
be baptized, every one of you, 
in the name of Jesus Christ for 
the forgiveness of your sins. 
And you will receive the gift of 
the Holy Spirit. 39The promise 
is for you and your children 
and for all who are far off—for 
all whom the Lord our God 
will call.”

 40With many other words he 
warned them; and he pleaded 
with them, “Save yourselves 
from this corrupt generation.” 
41Those who accepted his mes-
sage were baptized, and about 
three thousand were added to 
their number that day.
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being baptized, Peter’s listeners publicly acknowledged their 
intent to become faithful disciples of the Lord Jesus.

Those who trusted in Jesus, the Messiah, for salvation 
would be forgiven of all their transgressions and experi-
ence God’s favor. Peter assured his listeners they would also 
“receive the gift of the Holy Spirit” (Acts 2:38). God’s promise 
of the Spirit was not meant just for those listening to Peter. It 
was also intended for their descendants and people in distant 
places (such as Gentiles) who would receive by faith the Son 
in response to the Father’s summons to salvation.

Verse 40 indicates that Luke summarized Peter’s lengthy 
Pentecost sermon. The apostle ended it with a stern warning 
and exhortation for the audience to be saved from the perverse 
“generation” in which they lived. Pilgrims who heard God 
being praised in their own languages were among that day’s 
3,000 converts, and they would take the good news of salva-
tion in Christ with them back to their homelands.

5. How did the crowd respond to Peter?

6. What did Peter exhort the attendees to do?

7. What plea did Peter make to the crowd?

The Unity of Jesus’ Followers
Acts 2:42-47, KJV
42 And they continued stedfastly 

in the apostles’ doctrine and fellow-
ship, and in breaking of bread, and 
in prayers.
43 And fear came upon every soul: 

and many wonders and signs were 
done by the apostles.
44 And all that believed were 

together, and had all things 
common;
45 And sold their possessions and 

Acts 2:42-47, NIV
 42They devoted themselves 

to the apostles’ teaching and 
to fellowship, to the break-
ing of bread and to prayer. 
43Everyone was filled with awe 
at the many wonders and signs 
performed by the apostles. 44All 
the believers were together 
and had everything in com-
mon. 45They sold property and 
possessions to give to anyone 
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goods, and parted them to all men, 
as every man had need.
46 And they, continuing daily with 

one accord in the temple, and break-
ing bread from house to house, did 
eat their meat with gladness and 
singleness of heart,
47 Praising God, and having favour 

with all the people. And the Lord 
added to the church daily such as 
should be saved.

The Spirit gave profound unity and joy to the early believ-
ers. The large group listened to the “apostles’ teaching” (vs. 
42), which emphasized Jesus’ death, resurrection, and exalta-
tion. His followers also gave themselves to fellowshiping with 
one another and spent hours in prayer, which included prais-
ing God and interceding for each other. The Spirit gave further 
vindication of the Pentecost events by empowering the apos-
tles to perform “wonders and signs” (vs. 43). These miracles 
were works of power done in Jesus’ name and for His glory.

All those who had trusted in Jesus not only stayed together, 
but also shared their belongings with one another. In fact, the 
believers were willing to sell their “property and possessions” 
(vs. 45). The mutual generosity of the believers ensured that 
those who were in need of essentials had them fully met. 

The new converts had no official meeting place of their own, 
so they gathered every day in the temple courts and met in 
private homes to share meals and observe the Lord’s Supper. 

Verse 47 says that the disciples joined together in “praising 
God,” as well as enjoying the approval of “people” in general. 
The English word praise comes from a Latin verb that means 
“to value” or “to price.” So, to give praise to God is to pro-
claim His merit or worth. 

8. What activities did the apostles perform among Jesus’ 
followers?

9. What were the hallmarks of the believers’ unity?

who had need. 46Every day they 
continued to meet together in 
the temple courts. They broke 
bread in their homes and ate 
together with glad and sincere 
hearts, 47praising God and 
enjoying the favor of all the 
people. And the Lord added to 
their number daily those who 
were being saved.

KJV NIV
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Square One 
When the people heard Peter’s affirmation that Jesus, whose 

crucifixion they had supported, was the Christ, they were 
cut to the heart. When they asked Peter what they needed to 
do, he told them to repent and be baptized, and they would 
receive the Holy Spirit.

Repentance is more than just saying “I’m sorry for what 
I’ve done.” It involves a life change, a new heart and a new 
outlook on life that includes serving Christ. Repentance joined 
with belief in Christ says, “I am totally responsible for the 
damage I have caused in my relationships—both with God 
and with others. But God in His mercy is willing to save me, 
and to allow the atoning work of Jesus to cleanse my soul and 
make me right with Him.”

That change of heart helped create a new community of car-
ing and sharing. All the believers became devoted to Christ 
and not to themselves. They listened to the apostles’ teaching, 
ate and prayed together every day, and devoted themselves to 
building the kingdom of God. That can only happen when a 
group of people are focused on the same goal and purpose—
serving others.

This is why it’s so important that square one of a healthy 
church community is starting from a place of repentance and 
humility—especially when it comes to doing Kingdom work 
together and depending upon one another’s gifts. Owning up 
to our shortcomings, and acknowledging our need for God’s 
grace sets the stage for making sure everyone has enough cre-
ative space to exercise their spiritual gifts for the advancement 
of God’s kingdom. 

10. When people say repentance means “changing one’s 
mind,” what are they changing their minds about? 

11. When it comes to saving faith, how are true repen-
tance and belief dependent upon one another? 

12. In what ways are you dependent upon the spiritual 
gifts of others in your church community?
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Repenting and Sharing
As a result of their genuine repentance, the new believers in 

Acts 2 formed a community that worshiped together, served 
together, and shared with one another. Once they had owned 
up to their specific sins, they were free to forgive themselves, 
and one another, and move forward together for the good of 
God’s kingdom.  

 � Have you experienced saving faith? If not, ask a mature believ-
er to explain the Gospel to you. If you have, are there things for 
which you need to own up that might be holding you back in your 
ability to work with others in the church? If so, own those, and 
seek to rebuild trust with others.  

KEY VERSE
And they continued stedfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fel-
lowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers.  
                                                                                 — Acts 2:42, KJV

They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellow-
ship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. —Acts 2:42, NIV

DAILY BIBLE READINGS
Week of September 27 through October 3
(See The Quiet Hour for devotionals on these passages.)
Mon.  Psalm 95—Praise the Rock of Our Salvation.
Tues.  Luke 19:28, 36-40—Stones Shout Out! 
Wed.  1 Peter 1:3-9—Indescribable and Glorious Joy.
Thurs. Psalm 98—Sing to God a New Song.
Fri. Hebrews 13:12-16—A Continuous Sacrifice of Praise.
Sat. Psalm 66:1-7—Rejoice in God’s Mighty Rule.
Sun.  Psalm 100—Enter God’s Courts with Praise.
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LESSON FOCUS: Thank God for being our faithful shepherd.

Make a Joyful Noise

Johnny Bergman and his wife were once enthusiastic partici-
pants in church. But then the weeds of worldly care began 

to choke their young faith. They had several children; they 
became suddenly wealthy; their lives filled up with boats, cars, 
house-building, and social engagements. They were in church 
less and less frequently, and then not at all. After a two-year 
absence, Johnny showed up again one Sunday. Surprised 
to see him, the pastor asked, “Johnny, what brought you to 
church today?” With tears in his eyes, Johnny said, “I woke up 
this morning feeling so good, so blessed, so alive—so created! 
I just had to say ‘thank you,’ and this is the only place I could 
think of to say it adequately. I wanted to say it to Jesus.”

We really are His people; we really are the sheep of His 
pasture. But do you know what else? We’re also the laborers 
in His wheat field, the cooks in His kitchen, the students in 
His school, the clerks in His grocery store, the workers in His 
factory, the nurses in His clinic, the loan officers in His bank. 
We belong to the Lord, and this relationship is to be embraced 
with gratitude in every time, place, and aspect of life.

The ultimate note that one sounds in worship, then, is the 
note of thanksgiving and praise. The only proper response to 
the self-giving of our Lord is one of gratitude and joyful adu-
lation—because we are a community blessed by the presence 
of One who is both a cosmic King and a simple Shepherd, a 
mighty Monarch and a caring Creator who is all-powerful and 
all-loving in an amazing mix of complimentary characteristics.

1. In what ways do you believe God is shepherding you?

2. What about God’s shepherding do you dislike?

3. What would your life be like if the Lord was not shep-
herding you?
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Rejoice in God’s Presence  
Psalm 100:1-2, KJV
1 Make a joyful noise unto the 

Lord, all ye lands.
2 Serve the Lord with glad-

ness: come before his presence 
with singing.

The first thing we see in Psalm 100 is that our praise toward 
the Lord should be joyful and heartfelt. Most of us at one time 
or another have been encouraged to make a “joyful noise” 
when singing praises to our God. Such encouragement usu-
ally comes during the congregational singing time because we 
know that not every believer has what might be considered a 
professional singing voice. But a beautiful singing voice is not 
necessary to please God. 

The Hebrew for “noise” (vs. 1, KJV) or “shout” (NIV) is 
ruah (ROO-ah), which carries with it the idea of being loud, 
even to the point of being ear-splitting in nature. It is not that 
God cannot hear soft singing, but rather that He is pleased 
when both our hearts and our voices are lifted joyfully to Him. 
When there is true joy in our hearts, there will naturally be 
volume in our voices when we sing praises to Him. Genuine 
joy cannot be silenced or contained for long; it will ultimately 
overflow with shouts and songs of praise to the very source of 
joy, our holy God who alone is worthy of praise.  

The next thing to understand from the psalm is that the 
call to shout for joy to our God knows no earthly boundaries. 
All lands and nations of the earth are to make a joyful noise 
to Him. For this to happen today, the Lord’s people must be 
faithful to His great commission to “go and make disciples of 
all nations” (Matt. 28:19). 

Another point for us to see here is that true worship means 
serving the Lord gladly. The Hebrew word abad (ab-BAD) 
refers both to a servant and a worshiper. The two are really 
two sides of the same coin. When joy overflows a believer’s 
heart, it expresses itself in both song and service to the Lord. 
As the apostle Paul wrote to the believers in Rome, “I beseech 

Psalm 100:1-2, NIV 
1Shout for joy to the Lord, all the  

  earth. 
2Worship the Lord with gladness; 
  come before him with joyful songs.
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you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye pres-
ent your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, 
which is your reasonable service” (Rom. 12:1, KJV). The Greek 
word Paul used for service, latreia (lat-RI-ah), also pertains to 
worship. So whether in the Old Testament or the New, wor-
shiping the Lord and serving Him gladly go hand in hand. 

Finally, from the first two verses of our Scripture passage, 
we see that true worship of God brings us into His very pres-
ence. The Hebrew word here for coming before Him into His 
presence, paniym (paw-NEEM), actually refers to the face of 
God. Joyful, heartfelt praise brings God’s people right before 
His face. We may not see Him with our physical eyes, but our 
spirits can sense His loving face beaming brightly upon our 
hearts as we worship Him in spirit and in truth. 

4. How should God’s people praise Him?

5. From where on earth should joyful praise come?

6. What is the relationship between worship and service 
to God?

Rejoice in God’s Pasture
Psalm 100:3, KJV 
3 Know ye that the Lord he is 

God: it is he that hath made us, 
and not we ourselves; we are 
his people, and the sheep of his 
pasture.

Sadly, people are all too inclined to worship many things 
other than God such as worldly riches, actors, musicians, ath-
letes, politicians, etc. However, none of these is worthy of our 
worship and praise. So now, after showing us the importance 
of rejoicing in the presence of the Lord by heartfelt worship 
in both song and service to Him, our Scripture passage helps 
us take a step back to get a better view and understanding of 
why we should praise our Lord in such a manner. Unlike all 
the unworthy idols that so many people worship, our Lord is 

Psalm 100:3, NIV 
3Know that the Lord is God.
It is he who made us, and we are  

  his;
we are his people, the sheep of  

  his pasture.
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fully worthy for four reasons given in verse 3: He is our holy 
God, our mighty Creator, our Owner/Master, and our Good 
Shepherd.  

As holy God, our Lord is distinctly and uniquely separate 
from the physical universe in which we exist. And as such, He 
has attributes that make Him uniquely worthy of our praise. 
He is all-powerful, but He is also good, which means that 
He uses His mighty power in a manner that is beneficial, not 
destructive. Our holy God is also perfectly just, so we know 
that rebellious people will get only what they truly deserve. 
However, He is also merciful, so when people repent of their 
rebellion against Him and trust in His Son for salvation from 
sin, He mercifully forgives and adopts them into His family. 
Truly, He is worthy of our praise!

And if all this were not enough, our God is also our Creator. 
People, as well as the rest of the universe, are His creative 
handiwork. As the potter molds the clay and then fires it to 
turn it into a useful vessel, so too did our Creator God make 
us for useful service to Him and to others. As our Creator, the 
Lord is worthy of our praise.

And we come before the Lord in joyful praise and wor-
ship because He is our Shepherd. In the pastures of our Good 
Shepherd, the grass is green, the waters are peaceful, and our 
souls are refreshed in His presence. Jesus, our Good Shepherd, 
stated clearly why His sheep need not fear: “My sheep listen 
to my voice; I know them, and they follow me. I give them 
eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one will snatch 
them out of my hand.” (John 10:27-28). We truly have every 
reason to worship our Creator God and Good Shepherd with 
heartfelt joy and thanksgiving! 

7. What attributes of God make Him worthy of our 
praise? 

8. How should the fact that God is our Creator impact our 
worship of Him?

9. In what ways should being the sheep of God’s pasture 
affect our worship of Him?
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Rejoice in God’s Holy Place  
Psalm 100:4-5, KJV
4 Enter into his gates with 

thanksgiving, and into his 
courts with praise: be thankful 
unto him, and bless his name.
5 For the Lord is good; his 

mercy is everlasting; and 
his truth endureth to all 
generations.

The psalm continues with additional ways to praise the 
Lord and then closes with even more reasons for doing so. 
During the days that many of the psalms were written, God’s 
people were to worship at the temple built in Jerusalem by 
David’s son Solomon. There were gates and courts that led  
to the temple, through the inner court, and then ultimately 
into the very holy of holies where the ark of the covenant 
rested.

Though only the high priest could go into the most holy 
place of the ark, all God’s people could enter the gates of 
God’s holy city, Jerusalem, and come to the courts of His 
temple to bring the appropriate offerings and sacrifices in holy 
worship to Him. 

God’s people give thanks and praise to Him not only for 
what He does for us, but also for who He is. To that end, our 
passage closes with a reminder that our loving Lord is good, 
merciful, and faithful to us. As the apostle Paul reminded his 
disciple Titus, “When the kindness and love of God our Savior 
appeared, he saved us, not because of righteous things we had 
done, but because of his mercy” (Titus 3:4-5). 

10. How should God’s people enter His heavenly temple?

11. What attributes of God are given here?

12. In what ways has our merciful, faithful God been good 
to you?

Psalm 100:4-5, NIV 
4Enter his gates with thanksgiving
 and his courts with praise;
 give thanks to him and praise  

  his name.
5For the Lord is good and his love  

  endures forever;
his faithfulness continues through  

  all generations. 
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The Good Shepherd
A favorite artist of religious paintings among Christians 

is the German artist, Bernhard Plockhorst (1825-1907), who 
was a professor at Weimar Art School in Weimar, Germany. 
Arguably his most famous work is his painting entitled “The 
Good Shepherd,” in which Jesus is carrying a lamb while sur-
rounded by sheep. It depicts Jesus as a loving shepherd in 
the way Jesus’ face expresses tenderness and gentleness and 
thereby reflects the marvelous relationship between Himself 
and His followers.

This endearing portrait of Jesus resonates with Christians 
because it visualizes the way He cares for His flock, both in 
how He feels for us and in how He guides and protects us. It 
also illustrates how vulnerable we are in this world. Without 
this shepherd, the sheep would be lost and in constant peril, as 
would we without Jesus as our shepherd.

What the painting does not convey, but which is also true 
is that, like sheep, we often stray and go our own way. Those 
are the times when Jesus disciplines us; and usually, we resent 
how He intercedes in our lives until we realize that He is turn-
ing us away from our own follies for our own good. Therefore, 
with a thankful heart, we glorify Jesus for who He is and 
praise Him for what He is doing in our lives.

Of course, Jesus is not leading us aimlessly. There is a won-
derful pasture where He is taking us. It is a haven full of nour-
ishment and beauty and where peace and joy endure everlast-
ingly. Indeed, the Lord is the good shepherd because He is 
good to us now and forever.

Jesus said, “I am the good shepherd. I know my sheep and 
my sheep know me” (John 10:14). Truly, how His words are a 
blessing to each one of us!

13. How is Jesus like a shepherd?

14. From what things is the Lord shepherding you away?

15. How do you envision the ultimate pasture God is 
leading you to?
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Jesus Watches over Me!
This week’s Scripture lesson focused on Psalm 100, a song 

of praise to the Lord God, who watches over His people in the 
same way as a shepherd watches over his sheep. In this psalm, 
the psalmist joyfully thanks the Lord for creating and claim-
ing the Jews as His people while declaring that their Lord is 
truly God. Moreover, the psalmist exhorts every generation 
of God’s people to glorify His name and proclaim His eternal 
mercy and truth.

 � During the coming week, briefly describe in your study book a 
situation in which the Lord Jesus shepherded you. Explain what 
you learned about Jesus from this experience and relate how you 
thanked Him for the way He watched over you.

KEY VERSE
Know ye that the Lord he is God: it is he that hath made us, and 
not we ourselves; we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture.
 —Psalm 100:3, KJV

Know that the Lord is God. It is he who made us, and we are his; 
we are his people, the sheep of his pasture.      —Psalm 100:3, NIV

DAILY BIBLE READINGS
Week of October 4 through October 10
(See The Quiet Hour for devotionals on these passages.)
Mon. Ecclesiastes 3:16-22—Where Is Justice?
Tues. Psalm 7:8-17—A Prayer for Justice.
Wed. Amos 5:21-25—Let Justice Roll Down.
Thurs. Matthew 12:14-21—God’s Servant Proclaims Justice.
Fri. Psalm 9:13-20—God Has Executed Judgment.
Sat. Luke 4:14-21—Jesus Pronounces Release and Recovery.
Sun. Psalm 9:1-12—God Judges with Righteousness.
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LESSON FOCUS: Praise God for being our righteous Judge.

Praise God for Justice and 
Righteousness

The two candidates for General Sessions Judge in our county 
were both men of upstanding character. Both Andy and 

Larry had been educated in some of the country’s most presti-
gious law schools. Both had passed the bar with flying colors. 
Both had practiced law with distinction. Both were fair and 
judicious. Both were community minded, having worked hard 
for the betterment of our citizenry. Both were devoted, church-
going Christians. Both had endearing immediate families and 
were descendants of well-respected families. And both were 
friends of mine.

I remember taking too long of a time in the voting booth 
staring at each of their names before actually pulling the lever 
to vote for one of them. And as I walked out of the poll that 
day, I knew beyond a shadow of a doubt that whichever one 
of them was finally elected would be a fantastic judge. (In the 
end, Andy won the close election for General Sessions Judge. 
But Larry was soon after appointed Circuit Court Judge for 
our five-county region.)

Like all his other psalms, David expressed in Psalm 9 his 
complete trust in the judgments of God. Yes, he did convey 
that he did not like the way his enemies were treating him. But 
in the end, he left the ultimate decision in the Lord’s hands—
and praised God for His righteousness and justice.

1. Why are the judgments by a judge especially significant 
in a society?

2. Why is making a judgment by a judge such a daunting 
task? 

3. Why are the judgments of God impossible for humans 
to make?
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Praise for Victory
Psalm 9:1-4, KJV
1 I will praise thee, O Lord, 

with my whole heart; I will 
shew forth all thy marvellous 
works.
2 I will be glad and rejoice 

in thee: I will sing praise to 
thy name, O thou most High.
3 When mine enemies are 

turned back, they shall fall 
and perish at thy presence.
4 For thou hast maintained 

my right and my cause; thou 
satest in the throne judging 
right.

This week’s Scripture passage continues our study of how 
we should praise God and why we should do so. Psalm 9 says 
that our praise should reflect a heart that is filled with thanks-
giving. When our hearts overflow with gratitude for all that 
God has done for us, joyful praise will flow forth abundantly 
from our lips. 

Of course, the more blessing we recognize that we have 
from God, the more grateful we are for what He has done for 
us, and the more we will want to tell others about Him. When 
we thankfully acknowledge all that God has done for us, oth-
ers will see a difference in our lives, and some may want to 
know why. Their asking gives us the opportunity to tell them 
about all the wondrous works of God in our lives. Another 
aspect of this has to do with our good works of faith in service 
to the Lord. When by faith we serve Him, the Lord is working 
in us and through us to His glory.

Among the glorious blessings God’s people have is victory 
over enemies. Considering all that He has done for Israel, from 
their deliverance from Egyptian bondage, to the conquest of 
the promised land, to His continued victory over their enemies 
through the centuries, God’s people have every reason to 

Psalm 9:1-4, NIV 
1I will give thanks to you, Lord,   

  with all my heart;
I will tell of all your wonderful   

  deeds.
2I will be glad and rejoice in you;
I will sing the praises of your name,  

  O Most High.
3My enemies turn back;
 they stumble and perish before   

  you.
4For you have upheld my right and   

  my cause,
 sitting enthroned as the righteous  

  judge.
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proclaim the marvelous deeds of the “enthroned” and only 
truly “righteous judge” (vs. 4). And though believers today 
have not conquered the promised land, there is victory by 
faith in our Lord, “for everyone born of God overcomes the 
world. This is the victory that has overcome the world, even 
our faith” (1 John 5:4). 

4. What is the relationship between thanksgiving and 
praise?

5. How do we proclaim God’s wondrous works?

6. What is the source of our victorious living?

Praise for Righteous Judgment
Psalm 9:5-8, KJV 
5 Thou hast rebuked the hea-

then, thou hast destroyed the 
wicked, thou hast put out their 
name for ever and ever.
6 O thou enemy, destructions 

are come to a perpetual end: 
and thou hast destroyed cities; 
their memorial is perished with 
them.
7 But the Lord shall endure 

for ever: he hath prepared his 
throne for judgment.
8 And he shall judge the world 

in righteousness, he shall min-
ister judgment to the people in 
uprightness.

 When the Lord brought His people into the promised 
land, wickedness certainly abounded among the inhabitants. 
The righteous God of heaven and earth is also merciful—He 
had given the inhabitants of the land some 400 years to turn 
from their wicked ways (Gen. 19:13). But instead, they gave 
themselves over to idolatry, human sacrifice, and wanton 

Psalm 9:5-8, NIV 
5You have rebuked the nations   

  and destroyed the wicked;
you have blotted out their name   

  for ever and ever.
6Endless ruin has overtaken my   

  enemies,
you have uprooted their cities;
even the memory of them has   

  perished.
7The Lord reigns forever;
he has established his throne for   

  judgment.
8He rules the world in   

  righteousness
and judges the peoples with equity.
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immorality, which God strictly admonished His people to 
avoid. Therefore, when the iniquity in the land had become 
full, God used His people to execute His righteous judgment 
upon the wicked so even their names would be “blotted out” 
(vs. 5) forever. 

When the people were faithful to Him, they had victory 
over any nation who would try to conquer them. In David’s 
day, for instance, the Lord had delivered His people from the 
Philistines and allowed His chosen king to expand Israel’s bor-
ders so that by the time Solomon sat upon the throne, Israel 
controlled more land than ever before, and they were at peace 
with the nations well beyond Israel’s borders. There was truly 
reason to praise and thank the Lord.

The Lord sits upon His eternal throne and reigns over all the 
world in perfect and righteous judgment. He ministers justice 
“with equity” (vs. 8), showing no favoritism or respect for peo-
ple because of social status, gender, ethnicity, or nationality. 

Of course, the ultimate fulfilment of righteous judgment will 
be when Israel’s Messiah, our Lord Jesus Christ, returns for 
His people. As He told His disciples, “When the Son of Man 
comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on 
his glorious throne. All the nations will be gathered before 
him, and he will separate the people one from another as a 
shepherd separates the sheep from the goats” (Matt. 25:31-32). 
And after the Lord’s righteous pronouncement of judgment, 
the wicked “will go away to eternal punishment, but the righ-
teous to eternal life” (vs. 46). 

In David’s day, today, and when our Lord returns and sets 
all things right, we can know that He reigns eternally and 
deals righteously and equitably with every person—anoth-
er great reason to praise and worship Him with heartfelt 
gratitude!

7. What happened to the enemies of God? 

8. What two things in our Scripture passage are said to be 
forever?

9. How does the Lord judge from His throne?
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Praise for Safe Refuge 
Psalm 9:9-12, KJV
9 The Lord also will be a ref-

uge for the oppressed, a refuge 
in times of trouble.
10 And they that know thy 

name will put their trust in 
thee: for thou, Lord, hast not 
forsaken them that seek thee.
11 Sing praises to the Lord, 

which dwelleth in Zion: 
declare among the people his 
doings.
12 When he maketh inquisi-

tion for blood, he remembereth 
them: he forgetteth not the cry 
of the humble.

We praise the Lord as a refuge for those who are under 
oppression, a strong place of safety during troubled times. The 
Hebrew word for refuge, misgab (MIS-gawb), means strong-
hold or high tower (vs. 9), a place that is protected and inac-
cessible to our enemies. Those who are oppressed and afflicted 
by others can find protection in the Lord; those who face hard-
ship and tribulation find a stronghold in Him for shelter from 
life’s storms. This knowledge gives us hope that those who 
know God’s name can trust that He will never forsake anyone 
who diligently seeks Him. Therefore, our passage closes with 
the admonition to sing His praises and to declare His won-
drous deeds throughout the earth. His children can take heart 
that He will avenge the shedding of innocent blood, and that 
He hears the cries of the troubled and afflicted. 

10. How is the Lord our refuge?

11. What blessing is there in knowing the name of God 
and diligently seeking Him?

12. How should we respond to the truth that He hears our 
heart cries in troubled times?

Psalm 9:9-12, NIV 
9The Lord is a refuge for the   

  oppressed,
 a stronghold in times of trouble.
10Those who know your name trust   

  in you, 
for you, Lord, have never forsaken   

  those who seek you.
11Sing the praises of the Lord,   

  enthroned in Zion;
proclaim among the nations what   

  he has done.
12For he who avenges blood  

  remembers;
he does not ignore the cries of the   

  afflicted.
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God’s Justice Brings Hope
Life seems exceedingly unfair, particularly when we see 

so much injustice and disasters in the world, hardships and 
tragedies among our friends and family, and setbacks and 
anguish in our own lives. At times, it seems as though God is 
nowhere to be found and justice lacks any practical meaning. 
It is especially in these times that we must have faith in God’s 
righteousness and in His love for us.

The Hebrew prophets rarely were treated justly, and yet 
they often proclaimed the righteousness of God’s judgments. 
Although most of them did not live to see the realization of 
God’s judgments, they continued to have faith in God’s prom-
ises. “Let justice roll on like a river,” declared the words of the 
Lord God Almighty through His prophet Amos, and “righ-
teousness like a never-failing stream!” (Amos 5:24).

Like the prophets of old, we too must anchor our faith in the 
trustworthiness of God’s judgments, having faith that justice 
will truly prevail. And like the prophets of old, the Lord will 
bring us a hope in a wondrous and eternal life beyond the 
grave while uplifting our spirits in the here and now.

No justice and no hope are possible, however, if Jesus had 
not taken human form, died on the Cross for us, and was res-
urrected from the dead. Without Jesus, can there really be  
any justice for us? But the truth is that Jesus did do all those 
things, and, therefore, God’s judgments do bring us hope, for 
God’s judgments and justice are realized in our Savior, Christ 
Jesus.

Therefore, let us pray the words of the psalmist, who prayed 
to the Lord God Almighty, “Let thy mercy, O Lord, be upon 
us, according as we hope in thee” (Ps. 33:22, KJV).

13. Is it your tendency to want God to judge others before 
He judges you? Explain your answer.

14. For you, why do you need to believe God’s judgments 
are righteous?

15. How do you keep your judgments aligned with God’s 
judgments?
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An Embodiment of God’s Justice
In Psalm 9, the psalmist David praises the Lord God 

Almighty for providing justice to His people. In fact, the exe-
cution of God’s judgments truly manifests His faithfulness to 
them. Moreover, we, too, should glorify God for being a righ-
teous judge, who expects us to live by His judgments justly 
and with compassion.

 � Take a few minutes to write a letter to God. Begin by praising 
Him for the righteousness of His judgments, particularly through 
the ministry of Christ Jesus. Next, thank Him for the justice He 
demands for those who need justice and for pouring justice into 
your life. Finally, ask God to help you be an extension of God’s 
justice in every way you can and promise to be an embodiment of 
God’s justice.

KEY VERSE
And he shall judge the world in righteousness, he shall minister 
judgment to the people in uprightness. —Psalm 9:8, KJV

He rules the world in righteousness and judges the peoples with 
equity. —Psalm 9:8, NIV

DAILY BIBLE READINGS
Week of October 11 through October 17
(See The Quiet Hour for devotionals on these passages.)
Mon.  Psalm 107:1-9—Delivered from Hunger and Thirst. 
Tues.  Psalm 107:10-22—Delivered from Darkness and Gloom. 
Wed.  Psalm 107:23-32—Delivered from Storms. 
Thurs.  Ephesians 1:3-14—Delivered through Jesus Christ.
Fri.  Ephesians 2:1-10—Delivered from Sin. 
Sat.  Ephesians 2:11-22—Delivered and Reconciled. 
Sun.  Psalm 107:33-43—Delivered by God’s Steadfast Love. 
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LESSON FOCUS: Tell your God story with thanksgiving.

Give Thanks for Deliverance

I consider myself a narrative theologian—in other words, a 
story theologian. I comprehend the Bible as God’s story—

as the story of His interaction with the people He created. 
(Surely, you’ve seen how the word “history” is sometimes 
described as “His story.”) Throughout God’s story, I perceive 
Him inviting us to bring our own individual story to join in 
with His overriding story. In that sense, the only way our 
story can have eternal meaning is to become a part of God’s 
story. On the other hand, if our story never unites with God’s 
story, then our story eventually becomes lost and forgotten.

 It is most unfortunate that some people don’t recognize the 
story of their own lives! For every story has twists and turns; 
every story has influential characters; every story has plot 
shifts that send the story off in a new direction. And there is 
no twist and turn, there is no more influential character, there 
is no plot shift that can compare to when our own story has 
been redeemed by God’s story. 

The psalmist realized this and so proclaimed, “Let the 
redeemed of the Lord tell their story” (Ps. 107:2). Every one of 
our life stories involves some oppression from which we need 
to be delivered. Every one of our life stories involves some 
disenfranchisement from which we need to be restored. Every 
one of our life stories involves some sin from which we need 
to be forgiven. Whenever God delivers, restores, and forgives, 
our response should be to tell thankfully how our story has 
been redeemed by God’s story!

1. Briefly describe the three most important moments in 
your life and explain why you highly value them.

2. What role did God play in those three moments?

3. How are key moments in your life interconnected?
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Thankful for God’s Enduring Mercy 
Psalm 107:1-5, KJV
1 O give thanks unto the 

Lord, for he is good: for his 
mercy endureth for ever.
2 Let the redeemed of the 

Lord say so, whom he hath 
redeemed from the hand of the 
enemy;
3 And gathered them out of 

the lands, from the east, and   
from the west, from the north, 
and from the south.
4 They wandered in the wil-

derness in a solitary way; they 
found no city to dwell in.
5 Hungry and thirsty, their 

soul fainted in them.

The Psalms reveal so many reasons for God’s people to be 
thankful to Him. One of the many wonderful things about our 
eternal God is that His attributes are also eternal, such as His 
love for His people, which is forever! The Hebrew word here, 
olam (o-LAWM), means “endures forever” (vs. 1). No mat-
ter how close we may think God’s love is getting to its end or 
reaching its point of exhaustion, there is infinitely more of it 
for His people to draw upon. 

Not only is God’s love enduring, but it is also redemptive  
in nature. His people can always tell the story of how He  
lovingly redeems His people from their enemies. Here, the  
psalmist may be referring to the Jews’ return to Judah after 
their 70-year exile in Babylon since the people are being  
gathered “from the hand of the foe” (vs. 2). Certainly that 
would be a great reason for thanksgiving. With thankful 
hearts, those He redeemed were to tell others the story of their 
deliverance.

Whether this celebrates the return from the exile or not, it 
is a description of God’s people being gathered together from 

Psalm 107:1-5, NIV 
1Give thanks to the Lord, for he is   

  good;
 his love endures forever.
2Let the redeemed of the Lord tell   

  their story—
those he redeemed from the hand   

  of the foe,
3those he gathered from the lands,
  from east and west, from north and  

  south.
4Some wandered in desert   

  wastelands,
finding no way to a city where they  

  could settle.
5They were hungry and thirsty,
  and their lives ebbed away.
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the four points of the compass. They had wandered in barren 
wastelands, finding no city or other place of refuge for shelter 
or sustenance. As a result, they were hungry and parched until 
their very lives began to ebb from them. 

By His redemptive love, the Lord gathered His people to 
Himself from the north, south, east, and west. He delivered 
them from the wilderness where they had nearly perished  
and brought them into His loving presence where there is 
safety. 

Lost people in every part of the world wander in the barren 
wilderness of their lives, finding no place of spiritual refuge. 
Just as Israel was to proclaim the story of God’s deliverance, 
believers today who have been redeemed from sin have a 
story to tell, a testimony of God’s redeeming love in their lives. 

4. What aspects of God’s love do we see in this Scripture? 

5. What was the plight of God’s people?

6. How were the redeemed to respond to God’s 
deliverance?

Thankful for God’s Deliverance
Psalm 107:6-9, KJV 
6 Then they cried unto the Lord 

in their trouble, and he delivered 
them out of their distresses.
7 And he led them forth by the 

right way, that they might go to a 
city of habitation.
8 Oh that men would praise the 

Lord for his goodness, and for his 
wonderful works to the children of 
men!
9 For he satisfieth the longing 

soul, and filleth the hungry soul 
with goodness.

An important prerequisite for receiving redemption and 

Psalm 107:6-9, NIV 
6Then they cried out to the Lord  

  in their trouble,
and he delivered them from  

  their distress.
7He led them by a straight way
 to a city where they could settle.
8Let them give thanks to the  

  Lord for his unfailing love
and his wonderful deeds for  

  mankind,
9for he satisfies the thirsty
  and fills the hungry with good  

  things. 
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deliverance is that people need to ask for it. This is exactly 
what happened with the children of Israel. They had been 
scattered by their enemies, forced to wander in the desert wil-
derness without refuge, and deprived of food and water. All 
that remained was for them to be willing to cry out to God, 
and when they did, He heard their cry and delivered them.  

The same is true when it comes to deliverance from the 
trouble and distress of sin. The first step is for a person to rec-
ognize that he or she is a sinner in need of redemption and 
forgiveness. There is no redemption or forgiveness for people 
who do not believe they need it. Once there is the recognition 
of the need, the next step is to ask God for it. 

God also gave the returning Israelites a guide for right 
living—”a straight way” (vs. 7). It reminds us what Jesus 
said: “Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and 
broad is the road that leads to destruction, and many enter 
through it. But small is the gate and narrow the road that leads 
to life, and only a few find it” (Matt. 7:13-14). 

Like a good shepherd, God guided the Israelites on the  
righteous path and led them to a city where they could settle 
and live safely. Therefore, because of God’s merciful deliver-
ance, faithful direction, and loving protection, He satisfied 
their needs, both physically and spiritually, and they could 
rejoice and praise Him for His goodness and wondrous works! 

7. What must people do to receive God’s deliverance and 
redemption? 

8. How did the Lord lead His people, the Israelites?     

9. How should His people respond to His deliverance?       

Thankful for God’s Deeds of Love 
Psalm 107:39-43, KJV
39 Again, they are min-

ished and brought low 
through oppression, afflic-
tion, and sorrow.
40 He poureth contempt 

Psalm 107:39-43, NIV 
39Then their numbers decreased, and   

  they were humbled
 by oppression, calamity and sorrow;
40he who pours contempt on nobles
made them wander in a trackless waste.
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upon princes, and causeth them to 
wander in the wilderness, where there 
is no way.
41 Yet setteth he the poor on high 

from affliction, and maketh him fami-
lies like a flock.
42 The righteous shall see it, and 

rejoice: and all iniquity shall stop her 
mouth.
43 Whoso is wise, and will observe 

these things, even they shall under-
stand the lovingkindness of the Lord.

Our lesson text closes with a stanza that again addresses the 
reality that God’s people had been exiled from their promised 
land because of their unfaithfulness to the Lord. Their num-
bers had diminished significantly, and they were humbled 
by oppression, suffering, and grief. Therefore, the Lord had 
dealt with the injustice by pouring out His contempt upon the 
princes and nobles, who did not seem to suffer as the poor 
were. Perhaps they had turned a blind eye to the plight of the 
poor, or for some other unspecified reason, the nobility had 
earned God’s contempt. So, the Lord brought them low and 
caused them to wander in the “trackless” (vs. 40) wilderness 
where it would be very easy for them to lose their way. 

On the other hand, while the nobility received their just 
reward, God lifted the needy from their suffering and pain to 
a high place of safety and provision. Because of God’s merciful 
deliverance and loving provision, the families of the afflicted 
began to grow again and prosper like flocks of sheep in safe, 
green pastures under the watchful eye of their shepherd. 
When we consider these truths, we should take heed, for it is a 
wise person who learns from the mistakes of others.

10. What was the plight of God’s people?

11. How did the nobles and princes fare?

12. When will the upright in heart rejoice?

41But he lifted the needy out  
  of their affliction
 and increased their families  

  like flocks.
42The upright see and rejoice,
 but all the wicked shut  

  their mouths.
43Let the one who is wise  

  heed these things
 and ponder the loving  

  deeds of the Lord.

KJV NIV
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Your Life Is One of God’s Stories
Dedicate your life to the Lord, and He will reward you with 

His wisdom, His joy, and His love. Of course, that does not 
mean there won’t be days of distress or moments of anguish, 
but He will always be your refuge; He will always be your 
tower of strength; and He will always be a radiant lamp along 
your path, a path that leads you to His heavenly kingdom, 
where your story will continue for all eternity.

Your life is one of God’s countless stories, unfolding before 
the angels on high and told for all the world to hear when 
we stand before Christ on His throne. Your story is unique 
and wonderful to behold. It is a story of triumph, not your 
triumph, but God’s triumph in how He rescued you from 
sin and evil, demonstrating before the forces of darkness that 
goodness does prevail when we submit to the will of Almighty 
God.

Therefore, our daily song should be a celebration for the life 
God has given us, and its lyrics should be words of praise and 
gratitude. Moreover, we should sing with even greater ardor 
than with the passion we sang on the day we received Jesus 
as our Lord and Savior, for each ensuing day the theme of our 
story has become increasingly clear, and the theme of our story 
is the deepening appreciation of our redemption and atone-
ment in Christ as we are being transformed into His image.

Dedicate your life to the Lord, and your story will be a  
glorification of the Messiah, who reigns over all creation and  
is the perfect storyteller. “I will praise the Lord all my life,” 
sang the psalmist; “I will sing praise to my God as long as I 
live” (Ps. 146:2). Let us do likewise!

13. What opportunities do you have to tell your personal 
“God story” to others?

14. What impact have you seen your “God story” have on 
others?

15. How often do you express your gratitude to God for 
your “God story,” and how do you show your gratitude to 
Him?
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A Story to Behold!
In Psalm 107, the psalmist is exceedingly grateful for what 

the Lord God has done for His people, the ancient Jews. 
Today, you can be thankful for what the Lord Jesus has done 
for you. In the same way God delivered the Jews from their 
enemies and restored them to their homeland, Christ has 
redeemed us and repaired our relationship with Almighty 
God. Indeed, each one of us has a story to be told and a reason 
to be grateful.

 � Here or on an index card, write a pledge to share your par-
ticular “God story” with others this coming week. Pray for open 
conversations and thank Him for any opportunities He gives you 
to share. 

KEY VERSE
Then they cried unto the Lord in their trouble, and he delivered 
them out of their distresses. —Psalm 107:6, KJV

Then they cried out to the Lord in their trouble, and he delivered 
them from their distress. —Psalm 107:6, NIV

DAILY BIBLE READINGS
Week of October 18 through October 24
(See The Quiet Hour for devotionals on these passages.)
Mon. Psalm 126—God Has Done Great Things. 
Tues.  John 15:9-17—Joy Fulfilled in Love. 
Wed.  Nehemiah 8:9-12—God’s Joy Is Your Strength. 
Thurs.  Philippians 2:1-11—Joy Fulfilled in Christ’s Sacrifice.
Fri. Philippians 4:4-9—Rejoice in the Lord Always. 
Sat.  Psalm 16—Fullness of Joy.
Sun. Psalm 84—How Lovely Is God’s Dwelling Place. 
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LESSON FOCUS: Long for and rely on God’s presence.

The Joy of Worship

New carpet had been installed in our church sanctuary just 
the Friday before. On Sunday morning, the near-capacity 

crowd likely would have agreed on one word to describe the 
smell: stifling. So, to increase some fresh air flow, the over-
head fans were turned on and the back double-doors into the 
narthex as well as the double side-doors opening out under a 
parking lot awning were all flung and propped open wide.

Now I knew that some barn swallow families had built nests 
in the corner ceilings of the awning. I had daily noticed as the 
parent birds hatched their young. But what I didn’t expect 
was that one of the quick, dive-bombing birds would dart into 
the sanctuary about midway through my sermon. Round and 
round it flew about the vaulted ceiling, skirting the fans while 
attracting the total attention of the congregation. When the 
fans were turned off, the swallow lighted on one of the blades. 
As I attempted to continue the sermon, the bird resumed its 
flight—and I watched the congregants’ heads pivot as they 
tracked its path overhead.

Our relief was short-lived when the swallow zipped back 
out the side door only to return to the sanctuary a mere sec-
ond later with yet another bird. Both birds swooped a dozen 
or so quick rounds before finally departing, whereupon an 
usher rushed to close both side doors.

Those swallows that build their nests and raise their young 
and sing and fly around the church remind me of a truth in 
Psalm 84: That all creation somehow, someway yearns to be in 
the presence of the Lord.

1. What are things you sometimes long for?

2. What can you do to help these to be realized?

3. What do you need to keep in mind as you do this?
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A Longing for God’s Presence
Psalm 84:1-4, KJV
1 How amiable are thy taber-

nacles, O Lord of hosts!
2 My soul longeth, yea, even 

fainteth for the courts of the 
Lord: my heart and my flesh 
crieth out for the living God.
3 Yea, the sparrow hath 

found an house, and the 
swallow a nest for herself, 
where she may lay her 
young, even thine altars, O 
Lord of hosts, my King, and 
my God.
4 Blessed are they that dwell 

in thy house: they will be 
still praising thee. Selah.

Today’s psalm is a lamentation—a passionate expression 
of the psalmist’s grief and sorrow—a voicing of his broken 
heart—over something that was lost. It also describes his long-
ing for life to return to the way it was in the past.

Although the exact circumstances that prompted his lament 
are uncertain, what is known is that he was a descendant of 
Korah, one of the Levitical families David appointed to minis-
ter and worship in the temple. For some reason he was physi-
cally separated from the temple and could no longer perform 
the services he had been assigned to carry out. It could be that 
Jerusalem was being threatened at the time by foreign powers 
and that he was forced to flee in order to save himself and his 
family. 

What the first verses of his psalm reveal is his intense desire 
to return to Jerusalem and the temple. Every bone in his body 
ached to be restored to the courts of the temple where God 
dwelled. Although some might see in this his desire to be in 
an eternal home with his Lord, in context it’s more likely that 

Psalm 84:1-4, NIV
For the director of music. According 

to gittith. Of the Sons of Korah. A 
psalm.

1How lovely is your dwelling place,  
 Lord Almighty!

2My soul yearns, even faints,
  for the courts of the Lord;
my heart and my flesh cry out
  for the living God.
3Even the sparrow has found a home,  

 and the swallow a nest for herself,  
 where she may have her young— 
a place near your altar,  
Lord Almighty, my King and my God.

4Blessed are those who dwell in your  
  house;  
 they are ever praising you.
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it’s restoration to the temple where he once served that he 
longed for.

He identified his Lord as a “living God” (vs. 2). Unlike the 
gods other nations worshiped, gods often made by the hands 
of men, he knew he worshiped a real and living God, One he 
called “Lord Almighty” (vs. 3), a God fully capable of fulfilling 
the psalmist’s desire to be in the place where his God dwelled.

When the psalmist noted that sparrows and swallows have 
nests near the altar of God, he may have been thinking about 
ones that built their nests under the eaves of the temple or 
in other places on the temple grounds. He may have been 
expressing a bit of envy for those in God’s creation that con-
tinued to be near where God dwelled while he was being kept 
from it. They were indeed blessed.

4. What could be the context of this psalm?

5. What did the psalmist long for?

6. What did some birds have that he didn’t? How did he 
respond to his knowledge of this?

A Confidence of Provision
Psalm 84:5-7, KJV
5 Blessed is the man whose 

strength is in thee; in whose 
heart are the ways of them.
6 Who passing through the 

valley of Baca make it a well; 
the rain also filleth the pools.
7 They go from strength to 

strength, every one of them 
in Zion appeareth before 
God.

Although the psalmist longed to be restored to his service 
in the temple so that he could once again be in the presence of 
God, he knew that the pathway back would not be easy. To 
successfully complete it, he had to rely on God.

Psalm 84:5-7, NIV
5Blessed are those whose strength is  

  in you, 
 whose hearts are set on pilgrimage.
6As they pass through the Valley of  

  Baka, 
they make it a place of springs;  

 the autumn rains also cover it with  
  pools.

7They go from strength to strength,   
   till each appears before God in Zion.
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The people of Israel were expected to travel to Jerusalem 
three times a year in order to participate in the festivals of 
Passover, Pentecost, and Tabernacles (Deut. 16:16). Their jour-
neys often took days to complete. Some passed through arid 
areas. Travelers frequently had to depend on springs found 
along their paths or rains that fell from the skies in order to 
satisfy their thirst.

Baka (vs. 6) typically means “balsam trees,” which were 
common in arid valleys. But Baka also can mean “a place of 
weeping.” It is circumstances where baka (tears) are shed. His 
“Valley of Baka” probably describes what the psalmist expect-
ed to experience as he set his heart on a pilgrimage that he 
hoped would take him back to Jerusalem.

Going “from strength to strength” (vs. 7) could be com-
pared to a traveler going from one well to another or from one 
spring to another as he journeys along a path that winds its 
way through a barren region. An apt comparison would be the 
Israelites’ journey from water source to water source through 
the Sinai as they made their way to the promised land. 

The psalmist knew his journey to God’s presence was going 
to be difficult. It would be accompanied by tears. But he was 
confident that God was going to meet his needs throughout it.

7. Who did the psalmist say would be blessed?

8. What did he expect to experience along the way?

9. What did he place his trust in?

A Prayer for the King
Psalm 84:8-12, KJV
8 O Lord God of hosts, hear my 

prayer: give ear, O God of Jacob. 
Selah.
9 Behold, O God our shield, 

and look upon the face of thine 
anointed.
10 For a day in thy courts is better 

Psalm 84:8-12, NIV
8Hear my prayer, Lord God  

  Almighty; 
 listen to me, God of Jacob. 
9Look on our shield, O God;  

 look with favor on your  
  anointed one. 

10Better is one day in your courts  
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than a thousand. I had rather 
be a doorkeeper in the house 
of my God, than to dwell in 
the tents of wickedness.
11 For the Lord God is a sun 

and shield: the Lord will give 
grace and glory: no good thing 
will he withhold from them 
that walk uprightly.
12 O Lord of hosts, blessed is 

the man that trusteth in thee.

Although the psalmist trusted in God and His provisions on 
his journey, he also knew that the success of his pilgrimage was 
tied to the king’s actions, too. He recognized that God would 
use his king as a protector, so he asked God to look with favor 
on his king, God’s “anointed one” (vs. 9).

The psalmist also recognized that it would have been easy 
while separated from Jerusalem to seek fulfillment in the tents 
of the wicked and to enjoy the fruits of their labors. But he knew 
how essential it was to resist the temptation to live like the 
unrighteous and to remain focused on his desire to once again 
“be a doorkeeper in the house of my God” (vs. 10). 

He acknowledged that ultimately it is God who is going to 
end the darkness he was experiencing. God is the “sun and 
shield” (vs. 11) that would provide his protection. God gives 
good things to those whose “walk” is “blameless.”

He concluded with a reminder that those who trust in the 
Lord will be “blessed” (vs. 12). He was confident that if he relied 
on God, what he yearned for would be realized.  

10. Why did the psalmist pray for God to look with favor 
upon His “anointed one” (vs. 9)?

11. What temptation did he resist? What helped him do so?

12. What did the psalmist note in the final verse of this 
psalm?

 than a thousand elsewhere; 
I would rather be a doorkeeper   

  in the house of my God 
than dwell in the tents of the   

  wicked.
11For the Lord God is a sun and   

  shield; 
 the Lord bestows favor and honor;  

no good thing does he withhold  
 from those whose walk is blameless.

12Lord Almighty,
blessed is the one who trusts in you.

KJV NIV
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What I Longed For
In the early days of the COVID-19 pandemic, I didn’t give 

much thought to how things were going to change as a result 
of being asked to stay home as much as possible, to wear a 
mask when not at home, and to practice social distancing 
when I was around others. But I soon realized that the crisis 
was going to result in me missing out on a lot of things that 
I had taken for granted in the past. I wasn’t going to be able 
to come and go as I pleased; I wasn’t going to be able to visit 
friends anytime or anyplace I desired; shopping was going to 
be more challenging and I wasn’t always going to be able to 
find what I wanted. I longed for the days when I didn’t have 
to think about the danger of getting sick every time I walked 
out the door or didn’t have to experience the difficulties 
caused by the economic, physical, and social turmoil.

I realized early in the pandemic that I had to rely on God 
as I traveled the journey that would take me to the “new nor-
mal.” There were many things I couldn’t control. Those that I 
could I would, but in the end I had to trust in God to provide 
for my spiritual, emotional, and physical needs. He was the 
One who was going to bring light into the darkness of those 
times.

This may be similar to what the writer of Psalm 84 was 
experiencing when he wrote this lamentation. Something 
he valued had been taken from Him. He longed for it to be 
restored. He yearned to return to the place he cherished and 
to once again dwell in the presence of God. He knew that the 
journey back to “normal” would not be easy, but ultimately, 
he had to rely on God for the provisions required to make his 
journey successful.

13. What are some things you long for in your relation-
ship with God?

14. What can you do to help these to be realized?

15. What do you need to rely on God for? Why is it criti-
cal that you do this?
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God’s Provisions for Your Pilgrimage
The writer of today’s psalm longed to be in the presence 

of God. But he knew that he had to rely on God if what he 
yearned for was to be realized. He was confident, however, 
that once he completed his journey, he would be blessed. 

Many of us long for the blessings that come from being in 
God’s presence or from having a healthy relationship with 
Him. But though we must do our part in order for this to be 
realized and sometimes are compelled to accept help from 
others, ultimately, we have to rely on God for the provisions 
needed to make our journeys with Him or to Him fruitful.

 � What can you do to show that you are relying on God for the 
provisions needed to make your journey with Him or to Him 
successful?

KEY VERSE
Blessed are they that dwell in thy house: they will be still  
praising thee.  —Psalm 84:4, KJV

Blessed are those who dwell in your house; they are ever praising 
you. —Psalm 84:4, NIV

DAILY BIBLE READINGS
Week of October 25 through October 31
(See The Quiet Hour for devotionals on these passages.)
Mon.  Psalm 147:1-7—A Song of Praise Is Fitting.
Tues.  1 Samuel 16:14-23—David’s Music Soothes Saul. 
Wed.  Acts 16:23-26—Paul and Silas Sing in Prison.
Thurs.  Psalm 148—Praise the Name of the Lord. 
Fri.  Colossians 3:12-17—Psalms, Hymns, and Spiritual Songs. 
Sat. Psalm 149—Making Melody to God. 
Sun. Psalm 150—Praise God with Musical Instruments.
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LESSON FOCUS: Every creature has reason to praise God!

Praise God with Music

It is, no doubt, my favorite cup. Knowing my love for all  
animals—both wild and domesticated—my wife bought  

it for me off the shelf of a Christian bookstore shortly before 
we were married. I have used it so many times over nearly  
four decades that the bottom inside of the old white cup  
shows thousands of round silver streaks where spoons have 
stirred honey and half-and-half creamer into uncounted cups 
of tea.

On the outside of the cup is a childlike painted mosaic (by 
Jack Crompton) stretching all the way around from one side of 
the handle to the other. In between a blue sky with a few fluffy 
clouds and the grassy ground dotted with a few daisies are 
gleeful living creatures. There is a seagull, a turkey, a butter-
fly, and a duck. There is a dog, a horse, a sheep, a pig, a cow, 
a chicken, a cat, and a goose. There is a possum, an alligator, 
and a giraffe; a turtle, a rabbit, and an elephant; a zebra, a frog, 
a monkey, and a lion; a bear, a moose, and a beaver. There 
is a flying fish, some flying insects, a bird flying to feed her 
chirping chicks, and a dove with a twig in its beak. And in the 
middle of them all are a boy and a girl with their hands raised 
joyfully into the air. 

Printed underneath the mosaic are the final words of Psalm 
150: “Let everything that has breath praise the Lord.”

That word “praise” is derived from a Latin word meaning 
to prize—to make a huge show by raving and celebrating.  
As all creation prizes the Lord, shouldn’t we join in as well? 

1. What are some things we do or should prize about  
God?

2. How should this be expressed?

3. Why is it important that we do this?
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Praise the One Who Causes Things to Be
Psalm 149:1-5, KJV
1 Praise ye the Lord. Sing unto 

the Lord a new song, and his 
praise in the congregation of 
saints.
2 Let Israel rejoice in him that 

made him: let the children of 
Zion be joyful in their King.
3 Let them praise his name in 

the dance: let them sing praises 
unto him with the timbrel and 
harp.
4 For the Lord taketh pleasure 

in his people: he will beautify 
the meek with salvation.
5 Let the saints be joyful in 

glory: let them sing aloud upon 
their beds.

One thing that helps in understanding today’s psalms is 
noting the first and last verses (Ps. 149:1 and 150:6). Both are 
translated in the NIV, “Praise the Lord.” But the English 
translation doesn’t do the original Hebrew justice. The Hebrew 
word actually means, “Hallelu Yah,” a shortened version of 
“Hallelu Yahweh.” A more literal translation of this would be, 
“Praise Yahweh.” One significance some see by associating 
“Yahweh” with God is seeing Him as, “The One who causes 
things to be.” It is One who not only has the power and will-
ingness to act, it is One who actually does so. It is the One the 
psalmist calls his “Maker” and “King” (vs. 2).

Psalm 149 provides a brief glimpse of how Yahweh worked 
in the lives of the Israelites and what response the psalmist 
felt was warranted. The psalmist encouraged those blessed 
by God to respond to His great deeds with praise. The direc-
tion of this praise was initially to be upward, not horizontal. 
At the outset, it was to focus on who God is. It was to include 

Psalm 149:1-5, NIV
1Praise the Lord.
Sing to the Lord a new song,
  his praise in the assembly of   

  his faithful people.
2Let Israel rejoice in their Maker;   

let the people of Zion be glad   
  in their King.

3Let them praise his name with   
  dancing 
and make music to him with  

  timbrel and harp.
4For the Lord takes delight in his   

  people; 
 he crowns the humble with   

  victory.
5Let his faithful people rejoice in   

  his honor 
 and sing for joy on their beds.
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acknowledgement of God’s character, something represented 
by His name. Its purpose was to honor the Lord—to honor 
Yahweh, the One who causes things to be.

One place this praise was to occur was “in the assembly of 
his faithful people” (vs. 1). It was anywhere that God’s people 
gathered to worship Him or to remember His wonderful  
acts. 

Although the psalmist’s initial praise was upward, he did 
have some specific blessings in mind as he praised Yahweh. 
He noted that his Lord delighted in His people and crowned 
them “with salvation” (vs. 4, KJV). Salvation in this context 
is best understood as rescue from a physical threat, not being 
saved from eternal damnation. As verse 9 (not in our lesson 
text) indicates, God had given the people of Israel the “glory” 
of bearing the sword as the Lord’s army. The praise the psalm-
ist encouraged was prompted by the way God had blessed 
Israel with military might.

The psalmist urged his people to accompany their praise  
of Yahweh with music and dancing, with every resource avail-
able. All who are Yahweh’s people were urged to praise the 
Lord in this fashion. The NIV calls these God’s “faithful peo-
ple,” the KJV, His “saints.” Both mean those who have been 
blessed by God or have been saved by Him; it is all those God 
calls His own and who are or should be devoted to Him.

The psalmist’s reference to the faithful singing with joy on 
their beds is not only acknowledgment of another place where 
rejoicing should take place. It is something that can result 
from what God does on behalf of His people. For it is often by 
acknowledging and praising God for what He does in the day 
that allows one to rejoice and sleep peacefully at night.

4. What is the significance of the name of the One the 
psalmist was praising?

5. What did the psalmist praise Him for?

6. How and where did he say that God should be praised?

7. What is the significance of his call for the faithful to 
rejoice and sing with joy on their beds?



L e s s o n  9  f o r  O c t o b e r  3 1  •  P a g e  6 4

Praise Him with Every Instrument 
Available
Psalm 150:1-6, KJV
1 Praise ye the Lord. Praise 

God in his sanctuary: praise 
him in the firmament of his 
power.
2 Praise him for his mighty 

acts: praise him according to 
his excellent greatness.
3 Praise him with the sound 

of the trumpet: praise him 
with the psaltery and harp.
4 Praise him with the timbrel 

and dance: praise him with 
stringed instruments and 
organs.
5 Praise him upon the loud 

cymbals: praise him upon the 
high sounding cymbals.
6 Let every thing that hath 

breath praise the Lord. Praise 
ye the Lord.

Psalm 150 elaborates on who should praise the Lord as well 
as how and why it should be done. It also provides an apt 
ending for all the psalms recorded in Scripture.

Psalm 150 begins as 149 did with a call to praise Yahweh. It 
also notes that this praise ought to begin in the places where 
God’s people meet, even to the “heavens” (vs. 1). It is any 
place where God’s handiwork is evident or that reminds one 
of God’s character and His greatness. 

Like Psalm 149, the writer of Psalm 150 noted that God 
ought to be praised for His acts of “power” and “greatness” 
(vs. 2). It is what God does that provides evidence of His char-
acter and nature. Psalms 150 and 149 both suggest that prais-
ing God often begins by recognizing and acknowledging the 
great things He’s done for our benefit.

Psalm 150:1-6, NIV
1Praise the Lord.
Praise God in his sanctuary;     

 praise him in his mighty heavens.
2Praise him for his acts of power;   

 praise him for his surpassing   
  greatness.

3Praise him with the sounding of   
  the trumpet, 
 praise him with the harp and   

  lyre,
4praise him with timbrel and   

  dancing, 
praise him with the strings and pipe,
5praise him with the clash of   

  cymbals, 
praise him with resounding   

  cymbals.
6Let everything that has breath   

  praise the Lord.
Praise the Lord.
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The writer of Psalm 150 mentions many instruments that 
ought to be included as God’s people praise the Lord. He also 
encouraged dancing as well as verbal expressions of praise. 
Some have suggested that the reference for “everything that 
has breath” to “praise the Lord” (vs. 6) indicates that the 
psalmist was adding choirs to the means God’s people ought 
to use when praising the Lord. But it could just as well be a 
statement that all who have benefited from the great acts of 
God should respond to Him with praise. 

What praising Yahweh ought to incorporate is all the artis-
tic and musical talents or instruments available including, but 
not limited to, percussion instruments, horns, stringed instru-
ments, dancers, and voices. Perhaps it ought to include any 
artists who portray the glory of God and the wonderful things 
He’s done.

The final verse of Psalm 150 provides an apt conclusion 
for the psalm as well as for the entire psalter. The 150 psalms 
included in our Bibles vary in their content as well as the 
context under which they were written. But they all have one 
intent. They are meant to convey that no matter our circum-
stances, we always have reasons to praise the Lord, who is 
worthy of honor and praise due in no small part to all the 
wonderful deeds He performs on our behalf.

8. Where does the 
writer of this psalm say 
we should be praising 
the Lord?

9. What does he say 
God should be praised 
for?

10. How should He 
be praised?

11. In what way does 
the final verse of Psalm 
150 provide an apt end-
ing for all the psalms?

An illustration of a timbrel (a biblical  
tambourine) and small cymbals.
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Make Time to Praise the Lord
I don’t often stop what I’m doing during the day so that I 

can spend time praising the Lord. It’s not that I’m not thank-
ful for what God’s done for me or that I don’t appreciate how 
great He is. I just don’t seem to have time in my “busy” sched-
ule to praise Him.

I put “busy” in quotes for a reason. In reality I’m not too 
busy. I’m just too distracted. I often get so focused on some 
task I want to accomplish that I forget to take time to praise 
the One who has given me the resources to finish that task.

One thing I learned from today’s psalms is the importance 
of setting aside a specific portion of each day to praise the 
Lord for who He is and for what He’s done for me. This can 
be expressed through a song sung softly in my heart, by ver-
bally articulating my praise for Him, by listening to music that 
draws me closer to Him, or by writing in my journal what I 
appreciate about Him.

Another thing I learned is how critical it is when I meet with 
my fellow Christians for study or prayer to set aside some 
time to praise the Lord for who He is. When we are together, it 
seems that we often spend more time describing our pains or 
talking about our needs than in praising God for who He is. 

I also need to be more willing to express praise for God in 
secular settings. It’s easy when around my unchurched friends 
to talk more about the latest crisis than to note what God is 
doing in the midst of them. What a wonderful testimony of 
God’s greatness it would be if my friends could see through 
my words and actions how much I value God and my rela-
tionship with Him. I have many reasons to praise the Lord. I 
just need to find ways to do it more often and more visibly.

12. What do you find personally praiseworthy about God 
and your relationship with Him?

13. How, where, and when can or should you be praising 
Him for this?

14. Why is it important that you do this?
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Tell Him So!
There is never a lack of reasons to praise the Lord. What is 

often lacking is a sense of how critical it is for us to take time 
to do so. Sometimes we get so caught up in the “now” that we 
forget Who makes “now” possible. That’s not a good thing, as 
we never want to forget the One who causes things to be.

We have a great and wonderful God. He is good all the 
time. And because this is so, we ought to take some time each 
day to tell Him so.

 � Set aside some time each day in the upcoming week to praise 
the Lord for who He is or for what He’s done for you. Each day 
write out what you praised Him for. Bring this to class next week 
so that you can share what you found praiseworthy about God 
during the week.

KEY VERSE
Let every thing that hath breath praise the Lord. 
 —Psalm 150:6a, KJV

Let everything that has breath praise the Lord. 
 —Psalm 150:6a, NIV

DAILY BIBLE READINGS
Week of November 1 through November 7
(See The Quiet Hour for devotionals on these passages.)
Mon.  Psalm 67—May God’s Ways Be Known. 
Tues.  Isaiah 2:1-5—The Nations Flock to Mount Zion.
Wed.  Matthew 28:16-20—Make Disciples of All Nations.
Thurs.  Zechariah 8:18-23—Gentiles Seek the Lord. 
Fri.  Psalm 86:1-11—All the Nations Will Glorify God. 
Sat.  Revelation 7:1-8—God’s Servants Sealed.
Sun.  Revelation 7:9-17—Multitudes Praise God.
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LESSON FOCUS: Worship with the multitude washed in the blood of the Lamb.

All People Praise God

The people of my church tradition called it “Camp meet-
ing,” even though the official title was “International 

Convention.” In the early days, people lived out of tents while 
attending services on the meeting grounds. The tents gave 
way to campers, and the giant meeting tent was retired when 
a domed auditorium seating over a thousand people was built.

I remember pushing my son’s baby stroller along the con-
crete sidewalks and stopping to sit and listen with friends who 
had “camped out” with lawn chairs under the trees encircling 
the auditorium. Every race and age of people were there, yet 
they referred to each other as brothers and sisters. And oh, 
how the songs rang out when they worshiped together!

One hymn I remember being sung was “Are You Washed in 
the Blood?” It was written by Elisha Hoffman, a preacher who 
would become most known for his gospel songs. He wrote 
the words or music to more than a thousand songs such as 
“Down at the Cross,” “I Must Tell Jesus,” and “Leaning on the 
Everlasting Arms.”

In the upbeat “Are You Washed in the Blood?” Hoffman 
posed verses of questions inviting all to join with the joyful 
band of Christians: “Have you been to Jesus for the cleansing 
power? Are you washed in the blood of the Lamb? Are you 
fully trusting in His grace this hour? Are you washed in the 
blood of the Lamb?”

1. Have you experienced a time when many different peo-
ple groups worshiped together? Describe what happened.

2. How is worshiping with brothers and sisters who are 
not like ourselves a foretaste of heaven?

3. Why is being “washed in the blood of the Lamb” impor-
tant to all Christians?
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Multitudes in Heaven Praise God
Revelation 7:9-12, KJV
9 After this I beheld, and, 

lo, a great multitude, which 
no man could number, of all 
nations, and kindreds, and 
people, and tongues, stood 
before the throne, and before 
the Lamb, clothed with white 
robes, and palms in their 
hands;
10 And cried with a loud 

voice, saying, Salvation to our 
God which sitteth upon the 
throne, and unto the Lamb.
11 And all the angels stood 

round about the throne, and 
about the elders and the four 
beasts, and fell before the 
throne on their faces, and 
worshipped God,
12 Saying, Amen: Blessing, 

and glory, and wisdom, and 
thanksgiving, and honour, 
and power, and might, be 
unto our God for ever and 
ever. Amen.

The beginning of Revelation 7 depicted John’s vision of the 
angels of heaven withholding judgment on the earth until 
144,000 from the tribes of Israel (12,000 from each of the 12 
tribes) could be sealed—set apart for God’s service. It is “after 
this,” in verse 9, that John received a new vision—or rather, 
another part of the much larger vision of God’s redemption of 
His people.

John beheld a great multitude in heaven, so large “that no 
one could count, from every nation, tribe, people and lan-
guage” (vs. 9). The mission to the Gentiles recorded in Acts 

Revelation 7:9-12, NIV
 9After this I looked, and there 

before me was a great multitude 
that no one could count, from every 
nation, tribe, people and language, 
standing before the throne and before 
the Lamb. They were wearing white 
robes and were holding palm branch-
es in their hands.  10And they cried out 
in a loud voice:   
“Salvation belongs to our God, 
 who sits on the throne,
 and to the Lamb.”
 11All the angels were standing 

around the throne and around the 
elders and the four living creatures. 
They fell down on their faces before 
the throne and worshiped God, 

12saying: 
 “Amen!
 Praise and glory 
 and wisdom and thanks and honor  

 and power and strength 
 be to our God for ever and ever.
 Amen!”



L e s s o n  1 0  f o r  N o v e m b e r  7  •  P a g e  7 0

had only begun decades earlier; here, John saw the mission 
accomplished. People from all walks of life, of all nationali-
ties and races, now stood “before the throne and before the 
Lamb,” Lord Jesus.

John noted in verse 10 that this multitude wore white robes, 
not only representing that they had been made “white in the 
blood of the Lamb” (vs. 14) but that they were dressed to 
serve as priests of the Lamb (see 1 Pet. 2:9). In addition, they 
held palm branches as they worshiped—a scene reminiscent 
of Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem (Matt. 21:1–11; et 
al.). But this time, instead of shouting “Hosanna!” (meaning, 
“Save!”), their salvation had now been assured. Palm branches 
were symbols of victory, and unlike Jesus’ first coming, this 
time the victory was complete.

In response to this scene, even the angels standing around 
the throne—and presumably also the elders and four living 
creatures the angels also surrounded—are moved to join in 
this overwhelming expression of praise: “Amen! Praise and 
glory and wisdom and thanks and honor and power and 
strength be to our God for ever and ever. Amen!’” (vs. 12). 
Seven blessings are ascribed to God in this outpouring of 
praise; it is worth noting that seven is a number of perfection 
used repeatedly throughout Revelation. God was at last 
making everything right and perfect again; therefore, praise 
from all of His creation is the only reasonable response.

4. How did John describe the multitude he saw in heaven?

5. What did this multitude do? 

6. How did the angels standing around the throne respond 
to what they saw?

The Identity of the Multitude
Revelation 7:13-17, KJV
13 And one of the elders answered, 

saying unto me, What are these 
which are arrayed in white robes? 
and whence came they?

Revelation 7:13-17, NIV
 13Then one of the elders 

asked me, “These in white 
robes—who are they, and 
where did they come from?”
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14 And I said unto him, Sir, 
thou knowest. And he said 
to me, These are they which 
came out of great tribula-
tion, and have washed their 
robes, and made them white 
in the blood of the Lamb.
15 Therefore are they 

before the throne of God,  
and serve him day and 
night in his temple: and he 
that sitteth on the throne 
shall dwell among them.
16 They shall hunger no 

more, neither thirst any 
more; neither shall the sun 
light on them, nor any heat.
17 For the Lamb which is in 

the midst of the throne shall 
feed them, and shall lead 
them unto living fountains 
of waters: and God shall 
wipe away all tears from 
their eyes.

As the worship continued, one of the elders then asked John 
about this multitude: “These in white robes—who are they, 
and where did they come from?” (vs. 13). It seems that Christ, 
through this elder, wanted John to understand what he was 
witnessing—especially in light of the audience he would be 
relating this vision to, who were already experiencing consid-
erable tribulation at the hands of the Romans. 

When John quickly confessed his lack of knowledge, the 
elder then explained, “These are they who have come out of 
the great tribulation; they have washed their robes and made 
them white in the blood of the Lamb” (vs. 14). While the tim-
ing of “the great tribulation” is another of the many mysteries 
of Revelation, it is clear that this multitude is comprised of 

 14I answered, “Sir, you know.”
And he said, “These are they who have 

come out of the great tribulation; they 
have washed their robes and made 
them white in the blood of the Lamb. 
15Therefore, 
“they are before the throne of God    

 and serve him day and night in    
  his temple; 
and he who sits on the throne  

   will shelter them with his presence.
16‘Never again will they hunger;    

  never again will they thirst.
The sun will not beat down on    

  them,’ 
 nor any scorching heat.
17For the Lamb at the center of the    

  throne 
 will be their shepherd; 
‘he will lead them to springs of living   

  water.’ 
‘And God will wipe away every tear   

  from their eyes.’”

KJV NIV
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those who maintained their faith during this time of tribula-
tion, no doubt including many martyrs (some conclude that 
they were all martyrs). That said, it is not the blood that this 
multitude shed for Christ that saved them, but the blood that 
Christ had already shed for them.

The elder then explained the eternal purpose of this 
multitude: they not only stood before the throne of God now, 
but would continue to, “serv[ing] him day and night in his 
temple”; in return, God would forever “shelter them with 
his presence” (vs. 15). The elder then described their eternal 
condition: They would never again hunger, thirst, nor suffer 
from the heat of the sun. Instead, Jesus, “the Lamb at the center 
of the throne will be their shepherd; ‘he will lead them to 
springs of living water.’  ‘And God will wipe away every tear 
from their eyes’” (vs. 17; see also Isa. 49:10; 25:8). Even before 
the return of Christ and the creation of the New Jerusalem, this 
multitude would witness God making everything right. 

Revelation 7:17 tells us that Christ leads the redeemed to the 
waters of life. The imagery is that of a shepherd guiding his 
sheep to a freshwater spring in the desert. Salvation from the 
death that sin brought into the world will be complete.

This scene in heaven tells suffering believers that ultimately 
their struggles are worth the effort. Their oppressors may 
think they are the winners. But in actuality these victims are 
the real champions. Suffering believers can look forward to 
celebrating a tremendous victory in God’s presence. The perse-
cutors, however, will face God’s wrath.

The Bible does not tell us all we’d like to know about the 
nature of life in eternity. However, from what Scripture does 
say, we know that God will take care of our every need. In 
His presence we will experience joy, blessing, and comfort. 
Heaven will be a blessed contrast to our present suffering.

7. What did one of the elders ask John, and why?

8. How did the elder answer his own question?

9. How did the elder describe the eternal purpose and 
condition of this multitude?
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A Heavenly Worship Service
Let’s step into John’s vision and imagine the scene. Too many 

people to count, all believers, from every nation and culture, 
gathered together before the Lamb and the throne of God. Jews 
and Gentiles together, worshiping the Lord. The multitude 
wears robes that have been washed clean in the blood of Jesus; 
they have been made righteous by His victorious death on the 
cross. They praise God for the completed work of their salva-
tion that enables them to celebrate for all eternity in heaven. 

Angels and elders and four living creatures stand around the 
throne and respond to the multitude’s worship with their own 
song of praise. They sing seven attributes of God, praising Him 
for His perfect and completed work of righteousness. Here on 
earth, already we sing worship songs based on this verse.

One of the elders explains the scene further to John. Those 
standing before the throne have experienced great tribula-
tion. Now they experience the fulfillment of their salvation. 
The blood of Jesus has washed them clean, and they stand in 
righteousness. They have the opportunity to fulfill their role as 
priests of the Lamb, serving God in His temple. He will shelter 
them with His presence and meet all their needs. 

In our worship services even now, we serve God as we 
minister and serve others, showing His love to them. We 
invite others to experience and dwell in God’s presence. Life 
here on earth is far from perfect, but as those who have been 
redeemed by the work of the Lamb, we experience a taste of 
His living water. We look forward to the day when God will 
make everything right, and we will celebrate Christ’s victory 
in heaven.

10. When have you experienced a worship service similar 
to the scene John describes?

11. Which aspect of salvation is most precious to you? 
Why?

12. How might you serve God “in His temple” here and 
now?
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Worship God Together
John described a multitude of believers gathering together 

before God’s throne to worship Him. As redeemed believers, 
we will be there at that celebration. We celebrate and worship 
God because He is in control, He brings justice in the end, and 
He brings those who love Him to Himself. We will stand in 
that huge audience praising God. However, we don’t have to 
wait until heaven to celebrate and worship God. 

 � Create a worship experience, a worship service that may or 
may not be like one you have experienced before. Include some-
thing about God’s attributes and Christ’s gift of salvation. Think 
of songs to sing, brainstorm where and when the service would be 
held, and who you would invite to attend. What different kinds of 
worship could you include?

KEY VERSE
And I said unto him, Sir, thou knowest. And he said to me, These 
are they which came out of great tribulation, and have washed 
their robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 
 —Revelation 7:14, KJV

I answered, “Sir, you know.” And he said, “There are they who 
have come out of the great tribulation; they have washed their 
robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 
 —Revelation 7:14, NIV

DAILY BIBLE READINGS
Week of November 8 through November 14
(See The Quiet Hour for devotionals on these passages.)
Mon.  Psalm 47—Clap Your Hands, All Ye Peoples. 
Tues.  Daniel 4:34-37—An Everlasting Kingdom. 
Wed.  Jude 20-25—Glory to God Now and Forever. 
Thurs.  Psalm 10:12-18—The Lord Is King Forever.
Fri.  Revelation 11:3-10—God’s Faithful Witnesses.
Sat.  Psalm 93—The Lord Is Robed in Majesty. 
Sun.  Revelation 11:11-19—A Crescendo of Praise.
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LESSON FOCUS: Give thanks to Jesus who reigns forever.

Praise for God’s Eternal Reign

The pastor of a small church in Aberdeen, Mississippi, was 
visited by three men inquiring about one of his members—

a widow who lived all by herself. They wanted to know: Was 
she getting out? Were her friends in Aberdeen keeping in 
touch? The men explained the situation, gave him their busi-
ness cards, and told the pastor to call them if they could do 
anything to make her life better.

Each year these men arrived in Aberdeen bearing presents 
their wives had picked out in the shops of New York, Dallas, 
and San Francisco. They hired someone to mow the woman’s 
yard and trim her bushes. One prepared the woman’s tax 
returns each year, another contracted repairs on her house, 
and another helped her shop for a new car. 

When asked why they were doing this, they told how they 
were soldiers standing on the ground floor of a house in 
Normandy just a few days after D-Day when a German gre-
nade came bouncing down the stairs. A fourth soldier—that 
woman’s husband—threw himself on the grenade. The three 
men lived because of his death. When the war ended, they 
went to Aberdeen to ensure that this man’s widow lacked for 
nothing. And they did so until the woman passed away.

Jesus, in effect, threw Himself on a grenade to save our 
lives. To accept His love and grace and mercy is to be grateful; 
it’s thanksgiving; it’s the beginning of a life of “thanks-living.”

1. What sacrificial act(s) have you observed someone do 
on behalf of another person? 

2. In what ways might we show gratitude for a sacrificial 
act of kindness on our behalf? 

3. How can we express our gratitude to Jesus for His  
sacrificial death to grant us eternal life?
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The Final Trumpet
Revelation 11:15-16, KJV
15 And the seventh angel 

sounded; and there were 
great voices in heaven, say-
ing, The kingdoms of this 
world are become the king-
doms of our Lord, and of his 
Christ; and he shall reign for 
ever and ever.
16 And the four and twenty 

elders, which sat before God 
on their seats, fell upon their 
faces, and worshipped God,

At this point in Revelation, angels have now blown seven 
trumpets after a seventh seal had been opened, thus releasing 
God’s judgments on the earth. 

The first four angels brought hail, fire, a burning mountain, 
and a falling star (chap. 8). A fifth trumpet announced stinging 
locusts, and the sixth trumpet announced warriors on horses 
(chap. 9). John was given a little scroll to eat (chap. 10), then 
was told to measure the temple of God (11:1-2) before two  
witnesses, who seem like Moses and Elijah, arrived to pro-
claim God’s judgment (vss. 3-6). The “beast that comes up 
from the Abyss” killed them in Jerusalem, but they were  
resurrected to heaven as a great earthquake shook the city 
(vss. 7-14). 

Then the seventh angel blows his trumpet, and countless  
worshipers announce that the world has become the kingdom 
of the Father, who is Lord, and of His Son, the “Messiah,” or 
“Christ” (vs. 15). This is in keeping with the Old Testament, 
which reveals that the Messiah of Israel will one day rule the 
world (see Isa. 9:6-7). 

At this point, there are “loud voices in heaven” (vs. 15). It is 
likely that these voices were great not just in volume but also 
in number. They undoubtedly included not only all the host  

Revelation 11:15-16, NIV
 15The seventh angel sounded his 

trumpet, and there were loud voices 
in heaven, which said: 
“The kingdom of the world has   

  become 
the kingdom of our Lord and of his  

  Messiah, 
and he will reign for ever and ever.”
 16And the twenty-four elders, who 

were seated on their thrones before 
God, fell on their faces and worshiped 
God.
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of angels, but all heavenly beings as well as those saints 
already in heaven—certainly the 24 elders again (vs. 16)  
but also, at the very least, the great multitude of 7:9-17.

Together, these voices proclaimed that “the kingdom of the 
world,” or Satan, had finally come to an end, and that now, 
that “kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our 
Lord and of his Messiah, and he will reign for ever and ever” 
(vs. 15). 

As John’s vision in Revelation was only at its halfway 
point—the war in heaven has not yet broken out (Rev. 12), 
much less the final battle on earth (Rev. 19)—there is consid-
erable debate as to when this scene takes place. What is clear 
is that Christ had now been declared ruler of the world, not 
Satan, and with this declaration He was now ready to start His 
final conquest of all things on heaven and earth. Because of 
this, all of heaven rejoiced. 

Although Jesus’ victory had not yet been consummated, it 
is certain (as it always has been)—and now, it was imminent. 
And this reign would be eternal: “he will reign for ever and 
ever” (vs. 15).

John’s focus then shifted to the 24 elders, also previously 
discussed in Revelation 7:9-17. Again, these elders are appar-
ently human in nature, and clearly possess authority over the 
inhabitants of the earth; the most popular interpretation is 
that they represented the 12 tribes of Israel and the 12 apostles 
(or some combination of Israel and the Church). Although 
seated on their own thrones, they too now “fell on their faces 
and worshiped God” (vs. 16). They recognized God’s ultimate 
authority over all things, as well as the fact that everything He 
has promised throughout His Word is now coming to fulfil-
ment. Such truths are a comfort to believers as we experience 
harsh treatment from enemies of the faith.

4. What happened when the seventh angel sounded his 
trumpet? 

5. What did the voices in heaven declare? 

6. What did the 24 elders do in response to this?
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The Elders Worship, and Final Judgment 
Begins
Revelation 11:17-19, KJV
17 Saying, We give thee 

thanks, O Lord God 
Almighty, which art, and 
wast, and art to come; 
because thou hast taken to 
thee thy great power, and 
hast reigned.
18 And the nations were 

angry, and thy wrath is come, 
and the time of the dead, 
that they should be judged, 
and that thou shouldest give 
reward unto thy servants the 
prophets, and to the saints, 
and them that fear thy name, 
small and great; and shoul-
dest destroy them which 
destroy the earth.
19 And the temple of God 

was opened in heaven, and 
there was seen in his temple 
the ark of his testament: and 
there were lightnings, and 
voices, and thunderings, and 
an earthquake, and great hail.

As the 24 elders “fell on their faces and worshiped God” 
(vs. 16), they proclaimed that the time of judgment has come 
for nations and individuals alike. They began their time of 
worship with thanksgiving, acknowledging the eternity of 
God, “the One who is and who was.” He no longer “is to 
come”(Rev. 1:8)—He has come! Therefore, the elders wor-
ship Jesus, who has now “taken [His] great power and . . . has 
begun to reign” fully over both heaven and earth (vs. 17). 

Revelation 11:17-19, NIV
17Saying: “We give thanks to you,   

  Lord God Almighty, 
 the One who is and who was,  

because you have taken your great   
  power 
 and have begun to reign.
18The nations were angry, 
 and your wrath has come.
The time has come for judging the   

  dead, 
and for rewarding your servants the  

  prophets
and your people who revere your   

  name, 
 both great and small—
and for destroying those who destroy  

  the earth.”
 19Then God’s temple in heaven 

was opened, and within his temple 
was seen the ark of his covenant. 
And there came flashes of lightning, 
rumblings, peals of thunder, an earth-
quake and a severe hailstorm.
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“The nations were angry” (vs. 18): God had come to take 
back what was His, even as those nations that had rebelled 
against Him from the beginning of history continued in their 
rebellion. But it was of no consequence—“those who destroy 
[or corrupt] the earth” were about to be destroyed themselves. 
All false religion, persecution, exploitation, and immorality 
were about to be removed from the earth. 

It is worth remembering, though, that God had not come 
just to punish the rebellious but to reward “your servants 
the prophets and your people who revere your name, both 
great and small” (vs. 18). Whatever other rewards would be 
involved, all those “who revere[d] your name” were already 
being rewarded with eternity in God’s presence.

And with that, “God’s temple in heaven was opened, and 
within his temple was seen the ark of his covenant” (vs. 19). 
With the advent of Jesus’ complete reign of heaven and earth, 
the temple of heaven could now be opened. However the 
ark of the covenant got to heaven, there is no dispute that it 
represented the throne of God Himself. With the opening of 
the temple came another display of God’s power, including 
“flashes of lightning, rumblings, peals of thunder, an earth-
quake and a severe hailstorm” (vs. 19)—a scene not unlike 

God’s appearance to Moses 
in Exodus 19, shortly before 
God commissioned the earthly 
ark of the covenant. As God’s 
glory and power were now 
being revealed in their full-
ness, the final judgment of the 
earth could begin.

7. What did the 24 elders 
say as they, too, worshiped?

8. Who was to be affected 
by God’s judgment?

9. How was God’s power 
and glory revealed in verse 19?The seventh angel blows his trumpet in this 

leaf from a medieval manuscript of Revelation. 
MET, The Cloisters Collection
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Victory in Jesus
As the seventh angel sounds his trumpet, John hears a mul-

titude proclaim that the kingdom of the world has become 
the kingdom of our Lord God and His Messiah, Jesus Christ. 
These loud voices probably include all the angels, heavenly 
beings, and the 24 elders as well as saints already in heaven. 
Imagine the joy of those saints as they partake in heavenly 
worship and the proclamation of God’s victory as Satan’s rule 
over the earth comes to its final end! 

The prophet Isaiah foretold that the Messiah will one day 
rule the world, and as Christians, this is our great hope. We 
know God will have the ultimate victory over “the rulers,  
. . . the authorities . . . the powers of this dark world and . . . 
the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms” (Eph. 6:12). 
In the scene in Revelation, Christ is declared the Ruler of the 
world, andHe begins His final conquest, which will lead to His 
eternal reign.

The 24 elders fall to their faces and worship God, praising 
Him for who He is and for His eternal reign over all. This  
passage gives us a glimpse of the fulfillment of our hope in 
God’s future judgment. The time will come when He will 
judge nations and individuals, all those who have rebelled 
against Him and corrupted the earth. At the same time, those 
who revere God’s name will be rewarded. 

We live in hope and anticipation of this time to come, when 
God’s presence and power will be fully revealed for all to see. 
Meanwhile, we participate in this glorious scene whenever 
we give thanks to Jesus for His eternal reign and victory over 
sin through His death on the cross, because we know that the 
Lord is “enthroned as the Holy One” (Ps. 22:3). 

10. What is the significance of this scene before the throne 
of God?

11. Which aspect of worship described in these verses 
stands out most to you? Why?

12. How can we participate today in this scene, even 
though we are not yet in heaven?
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God Reveals Himself
Our lesson passage provides a glimpse forward in time 

when God’s eternal reign with His people will be proclaimed. 
John was allowed a glimpse into God’s temple in heaven—
imagine the splendor of the scene! The elders’ words reveal 
God’s power and the eternal nature of God’s covenant. 

 � Consider what God has revealed in Revelation about His pres-
ence, power, and eternal reign to answer these reflection questions: 
What does each description reveal about God’s presence? How 
have you seen God put His power into action in your life or the 
lives of others? How have you allowed God to reign in your life? 
Praise God now for His eternal reign.

KEY VERSE
And the seventh angel sounded; and there were great voices in 
heaven, saying, The kingdoms of this world are become the king-
doms of our Lord, and of his Christ; and he shall reign for ever 
and ever. —Revelation 11:15, KJV

The seventh angel sounded his trumpet, and there were loud 
voices in heaven, which said: “The kingdom of the world has 
become the kingdom of our Lord and of his Messiah, and he will 
reign for ever and ever.” —Revelation 11:15, NIV

DAILY BIBLE READINGS
Week of November 15 through November 21
(See The Quiet Hour for devotionals on these passages.)
Mon. Isaiah 6:1-8—A Vision of Praise.
Tues.  1 Chronicles 16:23-34—Let the Heavens Be Glad. 
Wed.  Hebrews 1:5-14—Let All God’s Angels Worship Him. 
Thurs.  Revelation 19:9-16—King of Kings, Lord of Lords. 
Fri. Revelation 19:17-21—God Judges the Wicked. 
Sat.  Zephaniah 3:14-20—The Lord Rejoices over You. 
Sun.  Revelation 19:1-8—The Lord Almighty Reigns.
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LESSON FOCUS: Hallelujah! Celebrate the Lamb who loves His bride.

Rejoicing in Heaven

When a young man applied for a parachurch minis-
try position that required him to instruct and inspire 

younger people, his interviewer asked him, “Tell me about 
your walk with Jesus.” The young man had a rather intrigu-
ing reply: “You know, everywhere I go—no matter where or 
when—I find that Jesus has arrived there first. Wherever I go, 
Jesus is already there.”

In a way, what the young man was saying was that Jesus 
is not so much the Lord whom we define or claim. We don’t 
really summon Him by any action of our own. He comes to us 
in all the muck and mire and mess of our lives. He comes to 
us, but He doesn’t force Himself upon us. It is because of His 
great love for us that He “proposes” to us to be His “bride.” 

In Revelation, we see the culmination of human history—
all those who have accepted Christ’s proposal are granted 
an eternal life of peace, joy, and love. This is the wedding 
of the Lamb to His bride—to the Church, to the full body of 
Christians who have loved Him who called them.

For what God really values is our heart—not what we pos-
sess or how we appear or how well we perform. Why do 
we do what we do? Are we celebrating His love for us? Are 
we acting out of our love for Him? It’s a message I’ve heard 
repeatedly on my local Christian radio station: “It doesn’t so 
much matter how much you have of God as it does how much 
God has of you.” 

1. Why is a wedding a time to celebrate? 

2. How is celebrating what Jesus has done for you like cel-
ebrating at a wedding?

3. Do you celebrate what Jesus has done for you through-
out the day no matter what kind of day you are having? 
Explain your answer.
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Spontaneous Praise
Revelation 19:1-3, KJV
1 And after these things I 

heard a great voice of much 
people in heaven, saying, 
Alleluia; Salvation, and glory, 
and honour, and power, unto 
the Lord our God:
2 For true and righteous are 

his judgments: for he hath 
judged the great whore, 
which did corrupt the earth 
with her fornication, and hath 
avenged the blood of his ser-
vants at her hand.
3 And again they said, 

Alleluia And her smoke rose 
up for ever and ever.

While many things about our eternal existence in paradise 
remain a mystery, these verses open a small window into it 
through the testimony of the apostle John regarding what he 
both heard and witnessed of this future time. In verse 1, praise 
for God erupts among the multitudes in heaven because of the 
Lord’s destruction of Babylon. The text does not reveal how 
they know about this or if they actually saw it; we only know 
that its annihilation caused great rejoicing in heaven.

In contrast to the mourning on earth because of the fall of 
this kingdom (18:19), shouts of “Hallelujah” echo throughout 
heaven. This word comes from the Hebrew word that literally 
means “praise the Lord.” Although the word appears repeat-
edly in Psalms, it does not occur in the New Testament before 
we see it in these verses.

Why would this multitude say that the Lord’s “judgments” 
are “true and just” (vs. 2) for destroying what appears to be an 
earthly kingdom? It’s because He is avenging “the blood of his 
servants.”  Some believe that the very ones praising the Lord 

Revelation 19:1-3, NIV
 1After this I heard what sounded 

like the roar of a great multitude in 
heaven shouting:
“Hallelujah!
Salvation and glory and power   

 belong to our God,
2for true and just are his judgments.
He has condemned the great  

  prostitute 
who corrupted the earth by her   

  adulteries.
He has avenged on her the blood of  

  his servants.”
3And again they shouted:
 “Hallelujah!
 The smoke from her goes up for   

  ever and ever.”
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in heaven at this time had earlier experienced martyrdom at 
the hands of the antichrist and his cohorts in Babylon.

Our worship of the Lord and praise for what He has accom-
plished on our behalf will come naturally in eternity. We do 
not see anyone telling this multitude to rejoice; the praise 
erupts spontaneously in response to the Lord’s avenging the 
death of His own servants.

The praise of this group concludes with these curious words 
in verse 3: “The smoke from her goes up for ever and ever.” 
This seems to indicate the intense, eternal judgment and pun-
ishment of Babylon. The wording reflects that of Isaiah 34:10 
where the prophet depicts the Lord’s future vengeance on the 
nations that have oppressed Israel.

4. What is the significance of the fact that the praise for 
the Lord is spontaneous among those in heaven?

5. Why is the multitude crying out with hallelujahs at the 
Lord’s destruction of an earthly kingdom?

Worship Before God’s Throne
Revelation 19:4-5, KJV
4 And the four and twenty 

elders and the four beasts fell 
down and worshipped God 
that sat on the throne, saying, 
Amen; Alleluia.
5 And a voice came out of 

the throne, saying, Praise our 
God, all ye his servants, and 
ye that fear him, both small 
and great.

Verse 4 introduces another group that joins the chorus of 
praise to the Lord. This group, described as “the twenty-four 
elders and the four living creatures,” affirms the praise of the 
multitude adding their own “Hallelujah!” to the chorus.

We first meet this group of elders and “living creatures” in 

Revelation 19:4-5, NIV
 4The twenty-four elders and the 

four living creatures fell down and 
worshiped God, who was seated on 
the throne. And they cried:   
“Amen, Hallelujah!”

 5Then a voice came from the 
throne, saying: 
“Praise our God, 
 all you his servants, 
you who fear him, 
 both great and small!” 
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Revelation 4—5. Here in verse 4, the apostle watches as they 
worshiped the Lord by falling down before Him.

The text does not identify the source of the voice that John 
heard coming out “from the throne” (vs. 5), but it’s likely that 
of an angel rather than the Lord Himself since it encourages 
the Lord’s servants to worship Him. 

The phrase at the end of verse 5, “both great and small” 
tells us that praise should not come from just a select group of 
redeemed, but from all those in heaven regardless of their pre-
vious standing on earth. 

Psalm 115:13 provides the motivation for such praise; it says 
that the Lord “will bless those who fear the Lord—small and 
great alike.” Our worship arises from all His bountiful bless-
ings He has showered upon us, and in eternity we will all join 
in spontaneous worship of the Lord.

6. How do the 24 elders and four living creatures express 
their worship of God?

Loud and Jubilant Celebration
Revelation 19:6-8, KJV
6 And I heard as it were the 

voice of a great multitude, 
and as the voice of many 
waters, and as the voice of 
mighty thunderings, saying, 
Alleluia: for the Lord God 
omnipotent reigneth.
7 Let us be glad and rejoice, 

and give honour to him: for 
the marriage of the Lamb is 
come, and his wife hath made 
herself ready.
8 And to her was granted that 

she should be arrayed in fine 
linen, clean and white: for the 
fine linen is the righteousness 
of saints.

Revelation 19:6-8, NIV
 6Then I heard what sounded like 

a great multitude, like the roar of 
rushing waters and like loud peals of 
thunder, shouting: 
“Hallelujah! For our Lord God 

Almighty reigns.
7Let us rejoice and be glad
  and give him glory!
For the wedding of the Lamb has   

 come,
 and his bride has made herself   

 ready.
8Fine linen, bright and clean,  

 was given her to wear.”
(Fine linen stands for the righteous 

acts of God’s holy people.)



L e s s o n  1 2  f o r  N o v e m b e r  2 1  •  P a g e  8 6

Notice the words John uses in verse 6 to describe the praise 
for the Lord that he heard. It seemed to him “like the roar of 
rushing waters and like loud peals of thunder.” The apostle 
heard loud and jubilant praise for the Lord that resounded 
through heaven like loud thunder.

What is the cause of such raucous celebration? The words 
at the end of the verse provide the answer; it’s because “the 
Lord God omnipotent reigneth” (vs. 6, KJV). Imagine these 
words, adapted into what we know as the Hallelujah Chorus, 
proclaimed with deafening volume in heaven. The destruction 
of Satan’s domain, Babylon, has opened the door to Jesus’ rule 
over the nations amid loud and joyous shouts of praise.

Verse 7 introduces another amazing and surprising event: 
the “wedding of the Lamb.” Weddings in first century a.d. 
Israel were the social highlight of any community. Such 
occasions could last up to a week amid feasting and joyous 
celebration. This “wedding supper of the Lamb” (vs. 9) caps 
the joyous worship and loud hallelujahs that continue to ring 
throughout the heavens as this marriage festivity continues 
for days or weeks. Many believe that the bride represents 
the New Testament church and equate the lengthy wedding 
celebrations of ancient Galilee to this celebration.

The loud rejoicing attributes all the glory to the Lord. 
Without His death on the Cross, no human would be in heav-
en praising His name. His defeat of Satan on the Cross has 
climaxed in His destruction of the devil’s world empire paving 
the way for His rule.

The “fine linen” worn by the bride depicts “the righteous 
acts of God’s holy people” (vs. 8). Scripture makes it clear 
that our works have no place in our salvation (Titus 3:4-7). 
The reference to the “righteous acts” of the believers does 
not indicate salvation by works, but represents the results of 
changed lives. 

7. How does John describe the praise he heard while in 
heaven?

8. What are the “righteous acts” of God’s people repre-
sented by the “fine linen” that they wore?
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He Loves His Bride!
The time came for Keith to make Christiana, the love of his 

life, his bride. Everyone had said Keith “wasn’t the marrying 
type.” He always had more than one girlfriend, and he him-
self said he would never marry because, “There are too many 
beautiful women in the world.”

However, when 35-year-old Keith made Jesus his Lord, all 
those thoughts and opinions changed. He often heard Pastor 
Hemp say, “Ephesians 5:25 reads, ‘Husbands, love your wives, 
just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her’…” 
Pastor Hemp added, “As part of God’s Church, we are all 
part of the Bride that Christ loves with all His heart.” The idea 
touched Keith deep in his soul .

As Keith’s relationship with Christ grew deeper, so did his 
focus and decisions. He understood more and more the great 
love Jesus had for him and how much he did not deserve 
Christ’s unconditional and unlimited love. Christ’s love for His 
Bride runs so deep that it is overwhelmingly pure, and when 
he met Christiana, his love for her was overwhelming to him. 
He said seeing her for the first time changed his views and 
perceptions on marriage. “You made me want a marriage that 
mirrors Christ’s life-giving love for the Church,” Keith said on 
one knee as he proposed to Christiana that one beautiful night 
under the Georgia moonlight. “I love you and I want you for-
ever in my life as my wife. Will you marry me?’’ Christiana’s 
eyes filled with happy tears as she said, “Yes, and yes again!” 

We celebrate a Savior who loves us deeply. Our deep love 
for others, like our spouses, reminds us that God says, “I have 
loved you with an everlasting love; I have drawn you with 
unfailing kindness” (Jer. 31:3). 

9. Why is a groom marrying his bride a good metaphor for 
Christ loving His Church? 

10. What examples of deep and abiding love have you seen 
between a bride and groom?  

11. Why is the Scripture about Christ loving the Church 
as much as a husband loves his bride important to remember?
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Let Us Be Glad
Be glad the Lamb of God loves us! Be glad we are the bride 

of Christ! What an honor and privilege to be chosen. Be glad 
and thankful for the compassion of Jesus that makes us confi-
dent and at peace. We are thankful for His sacrifice and com-
mitment to the needs of His bride. 

 � If you are a follower of Christ, you have been invited to the 
wedding feast of the Lamb. Write a thank you note as an invited 
guest and why you are so delighted to be invited. 

KEY VERSE
Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour to him: for the mar-
riage of the Lamb is come, and his wife hath made herself ready.
 —Revelation 19:7, KJV

Let us rejoice and be glad and give him glory! For the wedding of 
the Lamb has come, and his bride has made herself ready.  
                                                                        —Revelation 19:7, NIV

DAILY BIBLE READINGS
Week of November 22 through November 28
(See The Quiet Hour for devotionals on these passages.)
Mon.  Genesis 20:1-7, 14-16—God Speaks to a Pagan King.
Tues.  Acts 10:1-8—An Angel Speaks to Cornelius.
Wed.  Acts 10:9-22—A Vision of Inclusion. 
Thurs.  1 Kings 10:1-9—The Queen of Sheba Blesses God. 
Fri.  Luke 7:1-10—A Centurion Comes to Jesus. 
Sat.  Acts 10:23-33—Peter Enters Cornelius’s House. 
Sun.  Acts 10:34-47—God Shows No Partiality.
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LESSON FOCUS: Salvation is for all people; share the Good News!

Good News for All

In his book Not a Fan, Kyle Idleman writes that what it means 
to be a follower of Jesus isn’t as arbitrary or subjective as 

we’ve made it out to be. Jesus clearly lays it out when He says, 
“Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny himself and take 
up his cross daily and follow me” (Luke 9:23). That description 
separates the fans—enthusiastic admirers—from the followers!

Husband and wife Bowin and Lindsey each ran their own 
successful business. For them, following Jesus meant selling 
most of what they had and moving to the island of Hispaniola 
to bring clean water to thousands in the Dominican Republic 
and Haiti.

For Rachelle, following Jesus meant showing love to the 
women working in the local strip clubs. She and some of her 
friends started making homemade meals and taking them 
to these women. As a result, a lot of those women know 
Christians by their love rather than angry picketers!

Jennifer and Tom had a car they rarely drove. They decided 
that they didn’t really need two cars and would give one of 
them to a single mom who needed transportation. 

Those are three stories about five followers who were will-
ing to share the Good News. Your way may not be as dramatic, 
but wouldn’t it be great for Christians to be known not by their 
political persuasion, or a fish on their bumper, or their religious 
Facebook profile? Wouldn’t it be great if the followers of Jesus 
would become known for their love throughout the world?

1. Why should all people—regardless of class, age, gender, 
or background—hear about Jesus?

2. Who is the last person you shared the Good News of 
Jesus with? What happened? 

3. How could sharing the Good News of Jesus change an 
entire household?
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God Shows No Favoritism
Acts 10:34-38, KJV
34 Then Peter opened his mouth, 

and said, Of a truth I perceive that 
God is no respecter of persons:
35 But in every nation he that 

feareth him, and worketh righteous-
ness, is accepted with him.
36 The word which God sent unto 

the children of Israel, preaching 
peace by Jesus Christ: (he is Lord of 
all:)
37 That word, I say, ye know, 

which was published throughout 
all Judaea, and began from Galilee, 
after the baptism which John 
preached;
38 How God anointed Jesus of 

Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and 
with power: who went about doing 
good, and healing all that were 
oppressed of the devil; for God was 
with him.

The Jews of the first century a.d. taught that God favored 
them over the Gentiles. They believed He loved them, but 
hated those of the other nations. This explains why the Lord 
needed to go to such lengths just to get Peter to the home of 
Cornelius, a Roman centurion (Acts 10:1-33).

Thus the apostle’s opening line of his sermon might have 
caused wonder in his mind as he said, “I now realize how true 
it is that God does not show favoritism” (vs. 34). With these 
words, Peter recognized that God did not exclude people from 
His gracious offer of salvation based on race or nationality 
(vs. 35). This marked the beginning of Jewish acceptance of 
Gentiles into the church and a realization that the saving work 
of Jesus applies to all people.

Next, Peter introduced Jesus to the household of Cornelius. 

Acts 10:34-38, NIV
 34Then Peter began to speak: 

“I now realize how true it is 
that God does not show favor-
itism 35but accepts from every 
nation the one who fears him 
and does what is right. 36You 
know the message God sent to 
the people of Israel, announc-
ing the good news of peace 
through Jesus Christ, who is 
Lord of all. 37You know what 
has happened throughout the 
province of Judea, beginning in 
Galilee after the baptism that 
John preached— 38how God 
anointed Jesus of Nazareth 
with the Holy Spirit and power, 
and how he went around doing 
good and healing all who were 
under the power of the devil, 
because God was with him.”
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He described His ministry as the One sent from God to convey 
His message to the “people of Israel” (vs. 36). He began with 
John the Baptist and Jesus’ empowering by the Holy Spirit and 
continued with His ministry in both Galilee and Judea.

What we have in verses 37-38 is likely a summary of the 
apostle’s description of Jesus’ ministry. He probably added 
several examples of His teaching and how He demonstrated 
God’s power through the healing of the sick.

4. How did Peter’s opening comment in verse 34 represent 
a dramatic shift in the thinking of the apostle?

5. Why did Peter take the time to introduce Jesus to his 
audience before describing His saving work on the Cross?

The Gospel Is for Everyone
Acts 10:39-43, KJV
39 And we are witnesses of all 

things which he did both in the 
land of the Jews, and in Jerusalem; 
whom they slew and hanged on a 
tree:
40 Him God raised up the third 

day, and shewed him openly;
41 Not to all the people, but unto 

witnesses chosen before God, even 
to us, who did eat and drink with 
him after he rose from the dead.
42 And he commanded us to 

preach unto the people, and to 
testify that it is he which was 
ordained of God to be the Judge of 
quick and dead.
43 To him give all the prophets 

witness, that through his name 
whosoever believeth in him shall 
receive remission of sins.

As a Roman centurion, Cornelius should have known about 

Acts 10:39-43, NIV
 39“We are witnesses of every-

thing he did in the country of 
the Jews and in Jerusalem. They 
killed him by hanging him on a 
cross, 40but God raised him from 
the dead on the third day and 
caused him to be seen. 41He was 
not seen by all the people, but 
by witnesses whom God had 
already chosen—by us who ate 
and drank with him after he rose 
from the dead. 42He commanded 
us to preach to the people and to 
testify that he is the one whom 
God appointed as judge of the 
living and the dead. 43All the 
prophets testify about him that 
everyone who believes in him 
receives forgiveness of sins 
through his name.”
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the horrors of crucifixion as practiced by his countrymen; he 
likely had witnessed many such deaths. He would under-
stand the horrible and cruel death Jesus suffered on the Cross 
despite His innocence. No one had ever survived such vio-
lence that began with a brutal scourging followed by soldiers 
nailing the victim to a cross.

Jesus, however, did not remain in His tomb; “God raised 
him from the dead on the third day” (vs. 40). In order to 
confirm the realty of the Resurrection, the apostle emphasized 
the role of witnesses. Many people, including Peter, saw Jesus 
after He rose from the dead. In 1 Corinthians 15:4-6, Paul says 
that more than “five hundred of the brothers” saw Him after 
His resurrection. Jesus “ate and drank” in their presence as a 
way to demonstrate the physical reality of what the apostles 
saw (vs. 41). Only someone with a physical body could eat 
and drink. 

After His resurrection, the Savior commanded the apostles 
to preach the message of good news of salvation, which meant 
that “everyone,” regardless of nationality or race, who believes 
in Him would receive “forgiveness of sins” (vs. 43). Eternal life 
does not depend on keeping the Jewish Law; it comes solely 
through faith, a trust on Jesus and Him alone.

6. What was the significance of witnesses in regard to the 
Resurrection?

7. How does one receive the forgiveness of sins that Peter 
proclaimed?

The Holy Spirit Responds to Saving Faith
Acts 10:44-47, KJV
44 While Peter yet spake these 

words, the Holy Ghost fell on all 
them which heard the word.
45 And they of the circumcision 

which believed were astonished, as 
many as came with Peter, because 
that on the Gentiles also was poured 

Acts 10:44-47, NIV
 44While Peter was still speak-

ing these words, the Holy 
Spirit came on all who heard 
the message. 45The circumcised 
believers who had come with 
Peter were astonished that the 
gift of the Holy Spirit had been 
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out the gift of the Holy Ghost.
46 For they heard them speak with 

tongues, and magnify God. Then 
answered Peter,
47 Can any man forbid water, that 

these should not be baptized, which 
have received the Holy Ghost as 
well as we?

Peter’s mention of belief sparked an inner response of faith 
in those listening to him. The Holy Spirit did not wait for 
Peter to ask for a show of hands or even finish preaching, but 
came upon all those gathered in the home of Cornelius at the 
moment they believed the apostle’s message. This repeat of 
what happened on the day of Pentecost verified that the Lord 
was welcoming Gentiles into His Church solely on the basis of 
faith, just as He had done for the Jews.

This astonished the Jewish Christians who had accompanied 
Peter to Caesarea. The new Gentile believers possessed the 
same gift of the Spirit as the ones in Jerusalem received when 
He came upon them. Luke says, “they heard them speaking in 
tongues and praising God” (vs. 46). The Lord repeated what 
happened on the day of Pentecost to demonstrate His accep-
tance of these Gentile believers.

Peter, speaking to the Jewish believers who had come 
with him, made the case for baptizing the Gentiles who had 
received the Spirit in response to their faith. The Holy Spirit 
had already regenerated these saints; the baptism symbol-
ized their identification with Christ as well as their entrance 
into the New Testament church on equal footing as the Jewish 
Christians.

Once Peter realized that the Lord had broken down the tra-
ditional barriers between Jews and Gentiles within the Church, 
he agreed to stay with the new believers a few days (10:48). 
Now that they had put their faith in Jesus, they needed further 
instruction on the teachings of Jesus.

8. At what point did the Holy Spirit come upon the 
Gentiles gathered at the home of Cornelius?

poured out even on Gentiles. 
46For they heard them speaking 
in tongues and praising God.
Then Peter said, 47“Surely 

no one can stand in the way 
of their being baptized with 
water. They have received the 
Holy Spirit just as we have.” 

KJV NIV
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So That All May Hear
It started in 1979 as a film shown in 250 U.S. theaters. Since 

then, the Jesus film, a project of Cru (formerly Campus Crusade 
for Christ), has gone around the world. By 2001, it had been 
shown in every country, and by 2017, it had been translated 
into 1,500 languages. An estimated 8.1 billion people have seen 
the original film (or one of several related to it), resulting in 572 
million decisions to follow the Lord. After each official show-
ing, local counselors and pastors work with new believers to 
help them understand their decision and connect them with a 
local church. If none exists, one is often started.

In 1952, a young man in Argentina heard Billy Graham on 
the radio for the first time and prayed that God would help 
him become an evangelist. Later, that man, Luis Palau, became 
the Spanish interpreter for Graham before Palau started his 
own evangelical ministry in Central and South America. That 
ministry has expanded around the world, and by 2007 it was 
estimated that he had shared the Gospel with over 25 million 
people in 70 countries. 

A film and evangelical rallies are two ways the Good 
News of Jesus is being shared with others around the world. 
However, most of us will share about Him just through talk-
ing with a friend or saying something about Jesus on a social 
media page. Things that reach millions of people are exciting 
and needed, but we also have our own roles to play in shar-
ing the Good News with people. Our children, grandchildren, 
neighbors, relatives, and other acquaintances all need to hear, 
and we are the messengers—everyone needs to hear the story. 

9. How did you first hear the Good News? 

10. How could you and your church reach all the people in 
your community?

11. Why is it important that we use many different ways 
to share the Good News?

12. Why is it important for everyone to share about Jesus, 
not just people who have the gift of evangelism?
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God Does Not Show Favoritism 
God does not have favorites. Everyone is special to God, 

and everyone in God’s eyes is worthy to receive the Good 
News. All God desires is that we fear Him and have faith in 
what He says. Though it is impossible to please Him without 
faith, He does give everyone the opportunity to believe and 
thus receive the gift of salvation. 

 � Determine your own strategy to share the Good News with 
those you know who are in need of salvation. List here those you 
want to share the Gospel with and set a goal of reaching out to 
them. 

KEY VERSE
Then Peter opened his mouth, and said, Of a truth I perceive that 
God is no respecter of persons: but in every nation he that feareth 
him, and worketh righteousness, is accepted with him. 
 —Acts 10:34-38, KJV

Then Peter began to speak: “I now realize how true it is that God 
does not show favoritism, but accepts from every nation the one 
who fears him and does what is right.” —Acts 10:34-38, NIV

DAILY BIBLE READINGS
Week of November 29 through December 5
(See The Quiet Hour for devotionals on these passages.)
Mon.  Deuteronomy 5:6-21—The Law of Justice.
Tues.  Deuteronomy 5:23-33—Follow the Path of God’s Law. 
Wed.  Romans 12:1-2, 9-21—Discern the Good, Acceptable, and Perfect. 
Thurs.  Deuteronomy 10:1-11—The Written Law and the Ark of Wood. 
Fri. Matthew 5:17-20—Jesus Fulfills the Law. 
Sat.  Deuteronomy 27:14-26—Curses upon Disobedience. 
Sun.  Deuteronomy 5:1-3, 10:12-13, 28:1-2—Obey the Statutes and   
 Ordinances.
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C O M P R E H E N S I V E  B I B L E  S T U D Y

Lesson Cycle 
F O R  2 0 2 0 - 2 0 2 3

] Next quarter’s study

SEPTEMBER DECEMBER MARCH JUNE

2020/21

Love One 
Another 

(Studies in
Genesis,  

1 Samuel, Luke, 
John, Acts, the 

Epistles)

Call in the New 
Testament

(Studies in the 
Gospels, Acts,  
1 Corinthians, 

Hebrews))

Prophets 
Faithful to 

God’s Covenant 
(Studies in 

Deuteronomy, 
Lamentations, 
Joshua, 1 & 

2 Kings, Ezra, 
Nehemiah, 
Prophets)

 Confident Hope
(Studies in 
Leviticus, 

Matthew, Luke, 
Romans,  

2 Corinthians,
Hebrews, 1 John)

2021/22

Celebrating God 
(Studies in

Exodus,  
2 Samuel, 

Psalms, Mark, 
Acts, Revelation) 

] Justice, Law, 
History

(Studies in 
Pentateuch,  

2 Samuel, Ezra, 
Job, Isaiah, 

Nahum) 

God Frees and 
Redeems 
(Studies in 

Deuteronomy, 
Ezra, Matthew, 
John, Romans, 

Galatians)

 Partners in a 
New Creation

(Studies in 
Isaiah, John, 
Revelation)

2022/23

Chosen, Not 
Choice 

(Studies in 
Genesis, Exodus,  

Deuteronomy, 
Judges,  

1 Samuel, 
Ephesians)

Chosen, 
Not Choice:  
Darkness to 

Light
(Studies in 

2 Chronicles, 
Isaiah, Joel, 

Luke, 
1 Corinthians,  

2 Timothy, 
James, 1 Peter) 

Chosen, Not 
Choice: Jesus 

Calls Us 
(Studies in the 
Gospels, Acts)

God’s Kingdom 
Come

(Studies in 
Isaiah, Ezekiel, 

Zephaniah, 
Zechariah, 
Matthew, 
Romans, 

Galatians,  1 
Corinthians)



g
Coming Up 

Next Quarter
December 2021, January, February 2022

‘Justice, Law, History’

 Justice originates in the nature of God and is given to 
God’s people as a gift under the Law. Unit 1 explores 
how David demonstrates justice by showing kindness 
to Mephibosheth. Isaiah describes the Messiah’s reign 
of justice and righteousness, while Nahum shows God’s 
justice to Judah’s enemies.
   Unit 2 focuses on God’s justice to Cain for his murder 
of Abel as well as the plight of Hagar and Ishmael. 
Exodus and Deuteronomy discuss how judges, officials, 
and priests work together to administer justice for all.
   Unit 3 deals with situations in which justice seems 
absent such as David’s injustice toward Uriah and 
when Ezra determines to restore respect for God’s Law. 
Scriptures from Job question the presence of God’s justice 
when Job has suffered greatly.

Comprehensive Bible Study lessons are organized according 
to a thematic study of the Bible following the International 
Sunday School Lessons series. In six years, this cycle will 
touch on the Bible’s key themes through studies of books 
in both the Old and New Testaments.
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THE PEOPLE OF GOD 
HAVE ALWAYS NEEDED 
LEADERS WHO ARE THE 
FAITH MOTHERS.”
-Ann Voskamp, New York Times bestselling author, speaker.
Books: One Thousand Gifts, The Broken Way, The Greatest Gift,
Unwrapping the Greatest Gift.

HIGHLIGHTING GOD’S FAITHFULNESS to 
women throughout Scripture and all the 
way to the present, Faithful collects 
stories, lyrics, and art created and curated 
by some of the most thought-provoking 
and influential Christian artists and 
authors of our time.

This beautiful, creative book will invite 
readers to return again and again for 
reflection and inspiration through guided 
scripture reading and writing prompts.

Available from David C Cook
and everywhere books are sold
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