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LESSON FOCUS: Listen to God, not the lying world.

Micaiah: Speaking  
  Truth to Power

Few would deny how the forms of media have infiltrated 
our lives. Humans originally disseminated information 
on stone tablets, graduating to papyrus. The printing 

press allowed for newspapers and books. By 1900 came the 
means of broadcasting radio across the airwaves. In 1928, the 
first TV station aired in New York. Decades later, TV was still 
limited to three networks until cable eventually pushed that 
number to the high hundreds. The Internet gave rise to social 
media, which then became accessible on smartphones, which 
now allow us to obtain a wealth of information with a few 
touches on the screen of a hand-held device. 

All this media provides a huge mode for circulating truths—
but also lies. With an exponentially compounding amount of 
information being “thrown out there,” it becomes more dif-
ficult to discern what is fact and what is fiction, what is real 
and what is make believe, what is truth and what is a lie. 
Advertising tells us what our life is supposed to look like. 
Opinions supersede actual news. Social media supplants  
actual interaction. And most will buy into the lie over the  
truth as long as it confirms their preconceived notions. 

“For our offenses are many in your sight, and our sins tes-
tify against us. Our offenses are ever with us, and we acknowl-
edge our iniquities: rebellion and treachery against the Lord, 
turning our backs on our God, inciting revolt and oppression, 
uttering lies our hearts have conceived” (Isa. 59:12-13).

1. What kind of lies are most appealing to you? Why?

2. Is it easier to defend or refute a lie? Explain your 
answer. 

3. Are all lies bad? If so, why is this so? If not, why are 
some lies not wrong?
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Truth Requested
1 Kings 22:15-18, KJV
15 So he came to the king. And 

the king said unto him, Micaiah, 
shall we go against Ramothgilead 
to battle, or shall we forbear? And 
he answered him, Go, and prosper: 
for the Lord shall deliver it into the 
hand of the king.
16 And the king said unto him, 

How many times shall I adjure 
thee that thou tell me nothing but 
that which is true in the name of 
the Lord?
17 And he said, I saw all Israel 

scattered upon the hills, as sheep 
that have not a shepherd: and the 
Lord said, These have no master: 
let them return every man to his 
house in peace.
18 And the king of Israel said unto 

Jehoshaphat, Did I not tell thee 
that he would prophesy no good 
concerning me, but evil?

Among those thousands of people who remained faithful 
during the evil reign of Ahab and Jezebel was the prophet of 
God, Micaiah. Ahab, “the king of Israel” (vs. 18), had enlisted 
the assistance of Jehoshaphat, king of Judah, to fight against 
Syria. Jehoshaphat, who was still faithful to God, wanted to 
seek the Lord’s guidance before proceeding into battle. So 
Ahab summoned about 400 prophets to his court. They told 
Ahab to go into battle because God would give him victory. 
The prophets’ counsel did not sit well with Jehoshaphat, who 
then asked for another opinion. To honor his ally’s request, 
Ahab had Micaiah brought to the court.

Ahab asked Micaiah whether they should go up to Ramoth 
Gilead for battle or forbear going altogether. The prophet’s 

1 Kings 22:15-18, NIV 
 15When he arrived, the king 

asked him, “Micaiah, shall we go 
to war against Ramoth Gilead, or 
not?”
 “Attack and be victorious,” 

he answered, “for the Lord will 
give it into the king’s hand.”

 16The king said to him, “How 
many times must I make you 
swear to tell me nothing but the 
truth in the name of the Lord?”

 17Then Micaiah answered, “I 
saw all Israel scattered on the 
hills like sheep without a shep-
herd, and the Lord said, ‘These 
people have no master. Let each 
one go home in peace.’ ”

 18The king of Israel said to 
Jehoshaphat, “Didn’t I tell you 
that he never prophesies any-
thing good about me, but only 
bad?”
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immediate response was that they should go up, for God 
would give them victory—in essence parroting the counsel 
of the 400 other prophets. Whether it was the way Micaiah 
answered, perhaps with a bit of sarcasm, or if a positive 
answer was out of character for this prophet, the king did not 
believe the report. So he pressed Micaiah for the truth in the 
name of the Lord. Then the man of God gave the true answer; 
the Lord showed him that if Israel went to battle against Syria, 
their army would be scattered like sheep without a shepherd, 
which was a veiled reference to Ahab’s death. 

Veiled though it was, the king of Israel understood the impli-
cation. He turned to Jehoshaphat and complained that Micaiah 
always had only bad to say about him and never any good. To 
his own demise, Ahab ultimately rejected the message. 

4. How did Micaiah first answer the king of Israel regard-
ing going into battle with Syria?

5. How did Ahab respond?

6. What was the real answer to Ahab’s question?

Truth Reported
1 Kings 22:19-23, KJV 
19 And he said, Hear thou there-

fore the word of the Lord: I saw 
the Lord sitting on his throne, 
and all the host of heaven stand-
ing by him on his right hand and 
on his left.
20 And the Lord said, Who shall 

persuade Ahab, that he may go 
up and fall at Ramothgilead? 
And one said on this manner, 
and another said on that manner.
21 And there came forth a spirit, 

and stood before the Lord, and 
said, I will persuade him.
22 And the Lord said unto him, 

1 Kings 22:19-23, NIV 
 19Micaiah continued, “Therefore 

hear the word of the Lord: I saw 
the Lord sitting on his throne with 
all the multitudes of heaven stand-
ing around him on his right and on 
his left. 20And the Lord said, ‘Who 
will entice Ahab into attacking 
Ramoth Gilead and going to his 
death there?’
 “One suggested this, and 

another that. 21Finally, a spirit came 
forward, stood before the Lord and 
said, ‘I will entice him.’

 22“ ‘By what means?’ the Lord 
asked.
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Wherewith? And he said, I will go 
forth, and I will be a lying spirit 
in the mouth of all his prophets. 
And he said, Thou shalt persuade 
him, and prevail also: go forth, 
and do so.
23 Now therefore, behold, the 

Lord hath put a lying spirit in the 
mouth of all these thy prophets, 
and the Lord hath spoken evil 
concerning thee.

Despite Ahab’s complaint, Micaiah continued telling the 
king what God had revealed to him. The prophet saw the Lord 
in His holy throne room with all the host of heaven gathered 
about Him. The Lord asked them who would go and persuade 
Ahab to enter into battle at Ramoth Gilead against the Syrians. 
Several made suggestions, but the Lord approved the plan of 
a spirit who volunteered to put lies into the mouths of Ahab’s 
many prophets. Not only did God approve the plan, but He 
also put his blessing of success upon the spirit’s efforts in 
enticing the king to go into battle. 

Micaiah ended his message by warning the king as plainly 
as possible that God had put deceit in the mouths of all the 
prophets for the very purpose of bringing about the king’s 
demise.  

7. What did Micaiah see in the heavenly throne room? 

8. What was the topic of divine conversation?

9. How would Ahab be convinced to go into battle against 
Syria?

Truth Rejected
1 Kings 22:26-28, KJV
26 And the king of Israel said, 

Take Micaiah, and carry him back 
unto Amon the governor of the 

 “ ‘I will go out and be a deceiv-
ing spirit in the mouths of all his 
prophets,’ he said.
 “ ‘You will succeed in enticing 

him,’ said the Lord. ‘Go and do 
it.’

 23“So now the Lord has put a 
deceiving spirit in the mouths of 
all these prophets of yours. The 
Lord has decreed disaster for 
you.”

1 Kings 22:26-28, NIV 
 26The king of Israel then 

ordered, “Take Micaiah and 
send him back to Amon the 

KJV NIV
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city, and to Joash the king’s son;
27 And say, Thus saith the king, 

Put this fellow in the prison, and 
feed him with bread of affliction 
and with water of affliction, until I 
come in peace.
28 And Micaiah said, If thou 

return at all in peace, the Lord hath 
not spoken by me. And he said, 
Hearken, O people, every one of 
you.

Ahab’s response to Micaiah’s warning is amazingly incon-
sistent. Instead of heeding Micaiah’s warning, Ahab sent the 
prophet to Amon, the ruler of the city, to be imprisoned until 
the king’s return.

Not only was Micaiah to be imprisoned, but this faithful man 
of God would receive only bread and water while there. This 
diet was often prescribed specifically to magnify a prisoner’s 
suffering. Ahab clearly resented this man of God and likely 
intended to have him executed when he returned from battle. 

Knowing that he was speaking for God, Micaiah reiter-
ated the truth of God’s law: If Ahab did return alive, then the 
prophecy was not of God. Clearly implied, of course, was the 
opposite; if Ahab did not return alive, then Micaiah would be 
vindicated as a true prophet of God. He emphasized this point 
by challenging the people to mark and take special heed of his 
words. God’s people can stand on God’s Word as the standard 
of truth. Though we may find ourselves in the minority and 
facing strong resistance for standing on God’s truth, we can 
know that one day we will be vindicated.    

10. After hearing Micaiah’s dire warning, what did Ahab 
command to be done to him?

11. How would the people know whether Micaiah truly 
spoke for God or not?

12. How do God’s people today know if someone is truly 
speaking for God or not? 

ruler of the city and to Joash 
the king’s son 27and say, ‘This is 
what the king says: Put this fel-
low in prison and give him noth-
ing but bread and water until I 
return safely.’”

 28Micaiah declared, “If you 
ever return safely, the Lord has 
not spoken through me.” Then 
he added, “Mark my words, all 
you people!”

KJV NIV
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Incendiary Lies
It is extremely difficult to flee from a raging forest fire when 

you are near it. James wrote that lies are like a forest fire 
started by a mere spark (see Jas. 3:5). He went on to say that a 
lying tongue cannot be tamed when it is full of evil (see vs. 8). 
In other words, lies tend to spread, engulfing all who become 
its victim. 

There are several insights that James is conveying. First, 
a lie can become a raging fire by a mere spark. One little lie 
can ignite a series of other lies that can burst into an enor-
mous falsehood, consuming an entire landscape of people. 
Second, evil is the source of lies. In fact, Jesus said the devil “is 
a liar and the father of lies” (John 8:44). Finally, James noted 
that those who lie and are given to evil cannot subdue their 
tongue. In other words, lying is who they are.

Sadly, we believe many of the lies the world tells us because 
they support our inclinations or appeal to our desires. Some of 
these lies we know are wrong; other lies are deceptive and fool 
us until God’s truth reveals these lies for what they are. Either 
way, there are always harmful repercussions.

Another consequence of believing a lie is that we tend to 
loath those who tell us what we believe is a lie. No matter how 
gentle and wise they are, they still aggravate us to the point 
that we either feel compelled to argue with them or seek to 
avoid them at all cost, thus making it even more difficult for 
the Lord to speak the truth to us.

What is the best way not to be burned by fire? Not to touch 
it. What is the best way not to fall for a lie? Not to believe it. 
But how do we recognize a lie in order not to believe it? Since 
Jesus said, “I am . . . the truth” (John 14:6), test all you hear by 
subjecting it to Jesus’ teachings.

13. In what ways do lies corrode the soul?

14. Why is it increasingly difficult to refute a lie as the 
number of people who believe the lie increases?

15. How do the teachings of Jesus help you discern what 
is a lie and then address that lie?
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Lies Refuted
King Ahab refused to believe the warning of the prophet 

Micaiah because the warning displeased him. Instead, he lis-
tened to the false prophets whom he had installed at his court 
and who told him what he wanted to hear. After Ahab reject-
ed God’s message and harshly dealt with God’s servant, the 
king perished in battle as Micaiah had warned. God also tells 
us to heed and cling to His truths while rejecting the world’s 
lies.

 � On an index card, write the following commitment statement: 
“I will vigilantly be on guard for lies this week about Jesus and 
God’s messages.” On the card, write any lies you hear this week 
so you can share them next week and tell why they are lies.

KEY VERSE
And Micaiah said, As the Lord liveth, what the Lord saith unto 
me, that will I speak. —1 Kings 22:14, KJV

But Micaiah said, “As surely as the Lord lives, I can tell him 
only what the Lord tells me.” —1 Kings 22:14, NIV

DAILY BIBLE READINGS
Week of May 3 through May  9
(See The Quiet Hour for devotionals on these passages.)
Mon. 1 Corinthians 5:1-5—Discipline the Immoral Person with Respect.
Tues. Exodus 23:1-9—Uphold Justice for All Peoples.
Wed. Jeremiah 29:10-14—Seek and You Will Find Me!
Thurs. Mark 7:1-8—Lip Service Is Not Enough.
Fri. Isaiah 29:1-8—Jerusalem Punished and Rescued.
Sat. Isaiah 29:9-12—Judah, Blind to God’s Ways.
Sun. Isaiah 29:13-24—Israel Will Enjoy a Bright Future.


