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LESSON FOCUS: Grow in wisdom in your Father’s house.

The Boy Jesus

Did you know that in order to grow, lobsters have 
to leave their shells from time to time? Of course, 
they need the shell to protect them from being torn 

apart. Yet as they grow, the old shell has to be abandoned. 
Otherwise, the old shell becomes their prison—and casket.

The tricky part for the lobster is the brief period of time 
between when the old shell is discarded and the new one is 
formed. During that terribly vulnerable period, the transi-
tion must be really scary to the lobster. Currents gleefully 
cartwheel them from coral to kelp. Hungry schools of fish are 
ready to make them a part of their food chain. For a while at 
least, that old shell must look pretty good.

In that particular way, we’re not all that different from 
lobsters. To change and grow, we too must sometimes shed 
our shells—a structure, a framework—that we’ve depended 
on. That’s because discipleship means being so committed to 
Christ that when He bids us to follow, we’ll leave our shells 
behind to change, to risk, to grow in wisdom.

Sadly, the famous oil painting called “Christ Teaching in the 
Temple” gets it all wrong. The picture shows Jesus standing 
among the elders obviously delivering a lecture. He’s talking 
and pointing, and they are listening. But that’s not how the 
Bible describes it—Luke wrote that He was also listening to 
the teachers, asking questions, and giving amazing answers. 
He was there to listen and learn too. Jesus was growing up, 
like all the rest of us do. He was maturing in both body and 
spirit—and growing in wisdom in His Father’s house. 

1. At what times and places do you listen and learn 
things?

2. In what ways has listening and learning helped you 
grow?

3. What have you learned that has helped you grow wiser?
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A Time for Everything
Ecclesiastes 3:1, 7b; Luke 2:39-40, KJV
1To every thing there is a sea-

son, and a time to every purpose 
under the heaven:
7b a time to keep silence, and a 

time to speak;
39 And when they had performed 

all things according to the law 
of the Lord, they returned into 
Galilee, to their own city Nazareth.
40 And the child grew, and 

waxed strong in spirit, filled with 
wisdom: and the grace of God 
was upon him.

Solomon, who is considered one of the wisest people of his 
time if not of all time, understood that there was an appropri-
ate time for everything (Eccl. 3:1-8). We are born when the 
time is right and will die when that time is up; farmers know 
when it’s time to plant and when what they’ve planted is 
ready to be harvested; there are times when we ought to weep 
and others when it’s best to laugh. As Solomon noted, there is 
a season—a time—“for every activity under the heavens.” 

One thing a person needs to do if he or she wants to grow 
in wisdom, especially the kind that comes from heaven, is to 
know when it’s all right to speak up in a situation or when the 
wiser choice is to be silent and just listen. 

This week’s Scripture passage includes the account of Mary 
and Joseph in Jerusalem completing the rituals that were 
required following the birth of a child. For a male child, these 
included having the child circumcised on his eighth day, giv-
ing the child a name, and 40 days after his birth if the firstborn 
was a male child, offering a special sacrifice to indicate that the 
child was dedicated to the Lord (Luke 2:21-24).

Mary and Joseph did all these things. They then took Jesus 
to their home in Nazareth and helped Him as He grew in wis-
dom and strength. Obviously, when he was a toddler, He had 

Ecclesiastes 3:1, 7b; Luke 2:39-40, NIV
 1There is a time for everything, 

and a season for every activity 
under the heavens:

7ba time to be silent and a time to  
 speak.

 39When Joseph and Mary had 
done everything required by the 
Law of the Lord, they returned 
to Galilee to their own town of 
Nazareth. 40And the child grew 
and became strong; he was filled 
with wisdom, and the grace of 
God was on him.
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to depend more on His earthy father for guidance. It would 
have been a time when He listened and learned from His 
human parents, a time for them to pour their lives into Him. 

4. What rituals did Mary and Joseph perform following 
the birth of Jesus?

5. How would you describe their relationship with Jesus 
at this time?

A Commendable Attitude
Luke 2:41-48, KJV
41 Now his parents went to 

Jerusalem every year at the feast of 
the passover.
42 And when he was twelve years 

old, they went up to Jerusalem after 
the custom of the feast.
43 And when they had fulfilled 

the days, as they returned, the child 
Jesus tarried behind in Jerusalem; 
and Joseph and his mother knew 
not of it.
44 But they, supposing him to 

have been in the company, went 
a day’s journey; and they sought 
him among their kinsfolk and 
acquaintance.
45 And when they found him not, 

they turned back again to Jerusalem, 
seeking him.
46 And it came to pass, that after 

three days they found him in the 
temple, sitting in the midst of the 
doctors, both hearing them, and ask-
ing them questions.
47 And all that heard him were 

astonished at his understanding  

Luke 2:41-48, NIV
 41Every year Jesus’ parents 

went to Jerusalem for the 
Festival of the Passover. 42When 
he was twelve years old, they 
went up to the festival, accord-
ing to the custom. 43After the 
festival was over, while his 
parents were returning home, 
the boy Jesus stayed behind 
in Jerusalem, but they were 
unaware of it. 44Thinking he 
was in their company, they trav-
eled on for a day. Then they 
began looking for him among 
their relatives and friends. 
45When they did not find him, 
they went back to Jerusalem to 
look for him. 46After three days 
they found him in the temple 
courts, sitting among the teach-
ers, listening to them and ask-
ing them questions. 47Everyone 
who heard him was amazed 
at his understanding and his 
answers. 48When his parents 
saw him, they were astonished. 
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and answers.
48 And when they saw him, they 

were amazed: and his mother said 
unto him, Son, why hast thou thus 
dealt with us? behold, thy father and 
I have sought thee sorrowing.

Jesus’ relationship with His parents changed after a trip the 
family made to Jerusalem when He was 12 to celebrate the 
Passover. It seems that Jesus got left behind and that no one 
knew He was missing until the family was on the road for a 
day. One day out; one day back; one day searching for Jesus; 
three days He was missing. When Mary and Joseph finally 
found Jesus, He was in the porticoes of the temple grounds 
listening intently to some teachers and asking them some deep 
and insightful questions.

What’s apparent at this point in Jesus’ life, at an age when 
a Jewish boy was about to enter manhood, is that He rec-
ognized that He had a unique relationship with God. Jesus 
knew He was in the house of His heavenly Father (vs. 49). But 
He listened respectfully and spent time listening and learn-
ing Himself as well as giving them amazing answers to their 
questions.

6. What happened when Jesus was 12 after His family cel-
ebrated Passover in Jerusalem?

7. What is the attitude of Jesus at this time?

A Continual Learner
Luke 2:49-52, KJV
49 And he said unto them, How is 

it that ye sought me? wist ye not 
that I must be about my Father’s 
business?
50 And they understood not the 

saying which he spake unto them.
51 And he went down with them, 

and came to Nazareth, and was 

His mother said to him, “Son, 
why have you treated us like 
this? Your father and I have 
been anxiously searching for 
you.”

KJV NIV

Luke 2:49-52, NIV
 49“Why were you searching 

for me?” he asked. “Didn’t you 
know I had to be in my Father’s 
house?” 50But they did not 
understand what he was saying 
to them.

 51Then he went down to 
Nazareth with them and was 
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subject unto them: but his mother 
kept all these sayings in her heart.
52 And Jesus increased in wis-

dom and stature, and in favour 
with God and man.

One might conclude after the incident in the temple that 
Jesus would no longer be treated like a normal son. But it 
seems that his parents had no clear understanding of what 
Jesus meant when He said that He was in His Father’s house. 
That’s probably a good thing. Imagine how they might have 
treated Him differently if they fully understood He was the 
Son of God. Instead, it seems that after Jesus returned with 
His family to Nazareth, He focused on expectations Mary and 
Joseph had for Him. Jesus obeyed His parents because it was 
the right thing to do. Like most Jewish boys growing up, He 
likely would have learned about his earthly father’s occupa-
tion and studied the Old Testament Scriptures in the local 
synagogue school. 

Jesus knew there would come a time when He would 
ask others to be obedient to Him. For now, He accepted His 
responsibility to be obedient to those who were caring for 
Him. He grew up learning what it was like to be the son of 
Mary and Joseph. He learned how to work, how to listen to 
others, and how to be accepted by others. Scripture confirms 
that whatever He did in His younger years before He began 
His public ministry resulted in Him being in favor with God 
and those who know Him.

And so, Jesus grew in wisdom by listening and learning in 
His heavenly Father’s house as well as in His earthly father’s.

8. How did Mary and Joseph respond when Jesus said He 
was in His Father’s house? Why was this probably a good 
thing?

9. How would you describe Jesus’ relationship with Mary 
and Joseph after the incident in the temple? Why was this a 
wise choice?

obedient to them. But his mother 
treasured all these things in her 
heart. 52And Jesus grew in wis-
dom and stature, and in favor 
with God and man.

KJV NIV
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Listen Intently
I remember when training to be a fireman how intently I lis-

tened to the instructor about a particular procedure he wanted 
the class to learn. It had something to do with fighting small 
fires and making sure that the right type of extinguisher was 
used. If I got it wrong in real life and used the wrong kind of 
extinguisher, not only could my efforts fail to extinguish the 
fire, it might result in physical harm to myself or others. My 
life and the life of others depended on knowing what the best 
method was for putting out each type of fire.

If I wanted to know about firefighting, I needed to listen 
intently to those who were wise in the ways of fighting fires.

When it comes to spiritual matters, I know I need to listen 
just as intently as I learn in my Father’s house what is wise. 
Sadly, I often find myself distracted in His house when some-
one is trying to teach me something about my heavenly Father 
and His ways. I may be thinking about what activity comes 
next, what I plan to have for dinner afterward, or some event 
during the upcoming week. What I’ve found, however, is that 
if I don’t pay careful attention to what God is trying to teach 
me in His house, I often fail to hear the words of wisdom that 
would have helped me deal with some situation outside of it.

Being distracted is not the only reason I sometimes don’t 
hear what God is trying to teach me in His house or outside of 
it. Sometimes my pride gets in the way. Sometimes I think I’ve 
already learned enough to get by or that my “wisdom bucket” 
is full. What I frequently fail to grasp is that growing in wis-
dom is a lifelong process. One is never as wise as they could or 
should be. There is always a need to grow in wisdom, whether 
in our Father’s house or the houses of those who are wise.

10. What are some things that can hinder you from learn-
ing what is wise, whether in your heavenly Father’s house or 
your earthly ones?

11. What can help you overcome these hurdles? 

12. Why is it important that you do so?
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DAILY BIBLE READINGS
Week of July 13 through July 19
(See The Quiet Hour for devotionals on these passages.)
Mon. Mark 5:35-43—Jesus Restores a Leader’s Daughter to Life.
Tues. John 4:27-29, 39-42—Samaritans Testify to the Wisdom of Jesus.
Wed. Colossians 2:1-5—All Wisdom Dwells in Christ.
Thurs. Mark 7:1-8—Jesus Denounces Human Traditions.
Fri. Mark 7:9-15—God’s Wisdom Trumps Human Commands.
Sat. Mark 7:17-23—The Heart, Not the Stomach, Defiles.
Sun. Mark 6:1-6—Jesus’ Wisdom Astonishes His Hometown People.

We Never Stop Growing in Wisdom
We never stop growing in wisdom. And we can learn what 

is wise in our Father’s house as well as in our earthly homes. 
What is required if we want to grow in wisdom is paying close 
attention to those around us who are trying to share with us 
what is wise, carefully comparing what we hear with God’s 
Word to make sure it is consistent with what He says is wise, 
and then living by His wisdom.

 � How can you can grow in wisdom this week in your Father’s 
house or in your earthly home?

KEY VERSE
And the child grew, and waxed strong in spirit, filled with wis-
dom: and the grace of God was upon him.           —Luke 2:40, KJV

And the child grew and became strong; he was filled with wis-
dom, and the grace of God was on him.               —Luke 2:40, NIV


