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LESSON FOCUS: Follow God’s wisdom despite the world’s rejection.

Vindicating Wisdom

Once upon a time, a group of young frogs competed in a 
track meet of many different contests. But the most dif-
ficult was the one in which the frogs were to climb to 

the top of a very high tower—a feat no frog had ever achieved.
A large crowd gathered around the tower to watch the 

event and—though no one really thought any frog could reach 
the top—to cheer on the contestants. But as frog after frog 
slipped down off the tower, the cheers descended into jeers. 
“It’s too hard!” some of them yelled. “It’s too high for any of 
them to make it to the top!” shouted others. And it seemed the 
crowd was right in their assessment; most of the contestants 
got tired and gave up. Though some frogs made it further up 
than others, eventually even they collapsed and fell off.

All except for one particular frog! Slow and steady, that frog 
continued higher and higher, refusing to give up while other 
frogs dropped off around him. Still, the crowd chanted: “Not a 
chance! Why even try?” But that frog became the first and only 
one ever to make it to the top.

The winner was lowered back down to great applause. 
Naturally, both contestants and crowd members wanted to 
know how that frog had found the fortitude to successfully 
reach the top. And so one after another posed the “how-did-
you-do-it” question to the frog, but he failed to respond to any 
of their questions. It turned out that the winning frog was deaf.

The moral of the story? Don’t listen to the nay-sayers when 
they say God’s wisdom is foolishness!

1. When have you rejected the wise thing to do and  
regretted it?

2. Why would we reject what God says is wise and follow 
the world’s “wisdom”?

3. When have you listened to God and faced rejection for 
doing so?
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Misaligned Expectations
Matthew 11:7-10, KJV
7 And as they departed, Jesus 

began to say unto the multitudes 
concerning John, What went ye out 
into the wilderness to see? A reed 
shaken with the wind?
8 But what went ye out for to see? 

A man clothed in soft raiment? 
behold, they that wear soft clothing 
are in kings’ houses.
9 But what went ye out for to see? 

A prophet? yea, I say unto you, and 
more than a prophet.
10 For this is he, of whom it is 

written, Behold, I send my mes-
senger before thy face, which shall 
prepare thy way before thee.

John the Baptist was in prison for his refusal to sanction 
the marriage of Herod to Herod’s sister-in-law. While there, 
John heard what Jesus was doing and told his disciples to find 
Him and ask, “Are you the one who is to come, or should we 
expect someone else” (Matt. 11:1-6)? It seems that John had 
some doubts about who Jesus was and wanted to know if He 
was the promised Messiah. Jesus replied by telling John’s dis-
ciples to report what they’d seen and heard. Jesus was causing 
the blind to see, the lame to walk, the sick to be healed, and 
the deaf to hear; He was raising people from the dead. That 
should be sufficient evidence to validate that He was God’s 
chosen One. John’s disciples returned with a new understand-
ing of why their trust in Jesus was not misplaced. 

Jesus then turned to the crowd and began talking about 
their understanding of John and his role in the kingdom 
of God. It seems that their view of John and his connection 
with Jesus was impaired by expectations they had that were 
poorly aligned with the actual roles of these two men. They 
knew John was no ordinary man (they didn’t go to the desert 

Matthew 11:7-10, NIV
 7As John’s disciples were leav-

ing, Jesus began to speak to the 
crowd about John: “What did you 
go out into the wilderness to see? 
A reed swayed by the wind? 8If 
not, what did you go out to see? 
A man dressed in fine clothes? 
No, those who wear fine clothes 
are in kings’ palaces. 9Then what 
did you go out to see? A prophet? 
Yes, I tell you, and more than a 
prophet. 10This is the one about 
whom it is written: ‘I will send 
my messenger ahead of you, who 
will prepare your way before 
you.’ ”
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to see someone as common as a reed swaying in the wind). 
He wasn’t a rich man or a king (they didn’t go to see a man 
dressed in fine clothes, someone more likely to be found in a 
palace). They went to the desert to see someone they heard 
was a prophet – someone who claimed to be speaking for God. 

Jesus agreed that John was a prophet. If this is what they 
were looking for, they were on the right track. But Jesus said 
that John was more than just a spokesman for God. John’s 
role was to prepare the way for the coming of the Messiah by 
emphasizing the need for repentance if one wants to enter the 
kingdom of heaven (Matt. 3:1-3).

4. What question did John the Baptist have regarding 
Jesus? What may have prompted him to ask it?

5. What evidence did Jesus offer to prove that He was the 
promised Messiah?

6. What was John’s role in the coming kingdom?

A Change in the Wind
Matthew 11:11-15, KJV
11 Verily I say unto you, Among 

them that are born of women 
there hath not risen a greater than 
John the Baptist: notwithstanding 
he that is least in the kingdom of 
heaven is greater than he.
12 And from the days of John the 

Baptist until now the kingdom 
of heaven suffereth violence, and 
the violent take it by force.
13 For all the prophets and the 

law prophesied until John.
14 And if ye will receive it, this 

is Elias, which was for to come.
15 He that hath ears to hear, let 

him hear.

Matthew 11:11-15, NIV
 “11Truly I tell you, among those 

born of women there has not 
risen anyone greater than John 
the Baptist; yet whoever is least in 
the kingdom of heaven is greater 
than he. 12From the days of John 
the Baptist until now, the king-
dom of heaven has been subjected 
to violence, and violent people 
have been raiding it. 13For all the 
Prophets and the Law prophesied 
until John. 14And if you are willing 
to accept it, he is the Elijah who 
was to come. 15Whoever has ears, 
let them hear.”
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Although Jesus considered John the greatest of all men 
in human terms, there was something incomplete about his 
message. Although John acknowledged that the kingdom of 
heaven was at hand and was calling on people to repent of 
their sins in preparation for it (Matt. 3:2), repentance was only 
the beginning. Entry to God’s kingdom would require a trans-
formation of the heart—one that only Jesus could provide. No 
one, including John, would have any part in the kingdom of 
heaven, no matter how good or righteous they were, unless 
they were “born again” (John 3:3).

Jesus noted that God’s kingdom would not come to fruition 
without opposition. John was in jail for adhering to his beliefs; 
Jesus would be crucified for His. It seems that no matter where 
the Gospel is preached, there will always be some opposed to 
its proclamation. The Gospel does bring peace to those who 
embrace it but often results in a violent response from those 
opposed it.

Jesus indicated that a change was in the wind regarding 
God’s kingdom. All the prophets including John had talked 
about the coming of God’s promised Messiah. John was a ful-
fillment of a specific prophecy regarding Elijah coming first 
to prepare the way for the Messiah (Mal. 3:1; 4:5). The time of 
these prophets was coming to an end—Jesus would fulfill their 
prophecies. Those who were wise would listen to John, accept 
that he was that special prophet, and put their faith in Jesus 
and the pathway He was going to provide to God’s kingdom.

7. What did Jesus say about John and the kingdom of heaven?

8. What often accompanies the proclamation of the Gospel? 

9. What change was about to take place?

A Wise Choice
Matthew 11:16-19, KJV
16 But whereunto shall I liken this 

generation? It is like unto children 
sitting in the markets, and calling 
unto their fellows,

Matthew 11:16-19, NIV
 16“To what can I compare this 

generation? They are like chil-
dren sitting in the marketplaces 
and calling out to others:
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17 And saying, We have piped 
unto you, and ye have not danced;  
we have mourned unto you, and ye 
have not lamented.
18 For John came neither eating 

nor drinking, and they say, He hath 
a devil.
19 The Son of man came eating and 

drinking, and they say, Behold a 
man gluttonous, and a winebibber, a 
friend of publicans and sinners. But 
wisdom is justified of her children.

Jesus compared those listening to Him to children who can’t 
find anyone willing to play with them. The children first play 
a pipe hoping that others will dance with them (like someone 
dancing at a wedding). When no one joins in, they sing a dirge 
hoping that others will pretend to mourn (like at a funeral). 
No one responds to this either.

Jesus was pointing out that many had already made up 
their minds about John and Him and found fault with them no 
matter what they said or did. John’s message was the “dirge” 
in this respect, calling on people to mourn over their sins, to 
repent of their ways. For this John was accused of having a 
demon. Jesus mingled with tax collectors and sinners showing 
the love that God has for those who are often rejected by oth-
ers, as if He was inviting them a wedding. He was accused of 
being a glutton and a drunkard.

Jesus concluded by reinforcing the message He’d given to 
John’s disciples earlier—if anyone had doubts about who He 
was, they should look at His deeds and judge Him accord-
ingly. Those who were wise would recognize who He was and 
embrace Him and His teachings despite those who were reject-
ing Him and what He had to say.

10. In what ways were the people like children playing in 
the streets?

11. How did Jesus want the people to respond?

17“ ‘We played the pipe for you, 
  and you did not dance; 
 we sang a dirge, 
  and you did not mourn.’

 18For John came neither eating 
nor drinking, and they say, ‘He 
has a demon.’ 19The Son of Man 
came eating and drinking, and 
they say, ‘Here is a glutton and a 
drunkard, a friend of tax collec-
tors and sinners.’ But wisdom is 
proved right by her deeds.”

KJV NIV
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I Want To Do It My Way!
I spent nearly all of my adult life working in a secular envi-

ronment. Most of the people I associated with during my 
career were either non-believers or Christians who were pretty 
quiet about their faith. Many of the people I worked with gave 
little thought about what God says is right or disregarded His 
advice about what is wise altogether. Some tried to convince 
me that it was fine to cut corners or to sacrifice the quality of 
our products if it would improve the company’s bottom line. 
Some told me that if we’d made a mistake, it was better to 
be deceptive about it if being honest might cost the company 
financially or ourselves personally. I found it a challenge to do 
what God says is wise when those around me seemed to be 
saying it was foolish to do so. 

However, the temptation to discount what God says is wise 
hasn’t always come from others. Many of my inclinations to 
reject what God says is right have come from within. It seems 
that there is something inside me that is trying to convince me 
that giving into my personal desires is a good thing. If God 
says it is not wise to do that, then He is being a hard taskmas-
ter, a killjoy. The voice says, “Just do it. What harm can pos-
sibly come from it?” It takes a lot of trust when my flesh wants 
its desires met to say, “I will do so, but only in the way that 
God says is best.”

At times, I want to give into the ways of the world or do 
things my own way instead of in God’s wise ways. What helps 
me to make the right choice in these circumstances is knowing 
that if I am smart, I will follow God’s wisdom despite those 
around me who are saying that it’s foolish to do so.

12. In what areas of your life do you sometimes find  
yourself tempted to follow the “wisdom” of the world that 
God rejects?

13. Why is it better to do what God says is wise even 
though others say that it’s foolish?

14. What can help you be better at doing this?
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DAILY BIBLE READINGS
Week of July 6 through July 12
(See The Quiet Hour for devotionals on these passages.)
Mon. Ecclesiastes 3:2-8—Everything Has Its Time and Season.
Tues. Ecclesiastes 3:9-15—Perform Your God-Given Task.
Wed. Numbers 3:11-13—The Firstborn Belong to God.
Thurs. Luke 2:21-24—Jesus Presented to the Lord.
Fri. Luke 2:25-35—Simeon Praises God for the Child.
Sat. Luke 2:36-38—Anna Speaks about the Christ Child.
Sun. Ecclesiastes 3:1, 7; Luke 2:39-52—The Wise Boy, Jesus, Amazes Teachers.

Take Refuge in the Lord
Psalm 118:8, a verse that sits at the very center of the Bible, 

says this: “It is better to take refuge in the Lord than to trust 
in humans.” Although it’s seldom easy to trust in this truth, 
those who embrace it and seek to follow God’s wisdom 
despite the world’s rejection of it can be confident that what 
results will always better.

 � In what ways are you following God’s wisdom despite someone 
saying it’s foolish to do so? In what areas are you doing the oppo-
site and need to change?

KEY VERSE
The Son of man came eating and drinking, and they say, Behold a 
man gluttonous, and a winebibber, a friend of publicans and sin-
ners. But wisdom is justified of her children. 
 —Matthew 11:19, KJV

“The Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Here 
is a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners.’ 
But wisdom is proved right by her deeds.”  —Matthew 11:19, NIV


