
L E S S O N  4
F o r  J u n e  2 8  •  P a g e  2 6

LESSON FOCUS: Build your life on the pillars of God’s wisdom, not decaying folly.

Feast with Wisdom

After a horrific fire that destroyed much of Rome, the 
Roman emperor Hadrian stood before the ruins and 
urged his people to rebuild the city in a slow but 

methodical way so the new construction would stand the 
test of time. “Brick by brick, my fellow citizens,” he said. A 
French phrase (Rome ne fu pas faite toute en un jour) is the root 
of a common saying that is translated, “Rome wasn’t built in a 
day.” Both phrases remind us to create things that will last.

We build our lives over a long period of time; our lives 
aren’t built in a day. The choices and decisions we make over 
the course of a lifetime are like individual bricks that collec-
tively construct the lives we live. In that respect, our lives are 
erected brick by brick.

But there must be a stronghold that supports the whole 
construction—that holds up the assembled bricks. That’s 
where the principle of the pillar comes in. From the Iron Age 
on, architects used pillars in the construction process. These 
round columns, besides providing an aesthetically pleasing 
appearance, distribute—through compression—the weight 
of the structure above (such as the upper walls or ceilings) to 
the structural elements below (in essence, to the foundation). 
Therefore, these pillars must be solid and strong. They may or 
may not be decorative, but they actually hold up the building.

So what are the pillars that hold up our lives? Supports of 
cracked stone will crumble. A life of folly will break down and 
decay. Only the strongest and most solid stones will stand the 
test of time. Only a life based on God’s wisdom will last.

1. What foundational principles of life should we teach 
our children?

2. Why is a good life foundation important?

3. Finish this sentence: The best life foundations are built 
on ___________.
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An Invitation to Wisdom’s Table
Proverbs 9:1-6, 8-10, KJV
1 Wisdom hath builded her 

house, she hath hewn out her 
seven pillars:
2 She hath killed her beasts; 

she hath mingled her wine; she 
hath also furnished her table.
3 She hath sent forth her maid-

ens: she crieth upon the highest 
places of the city,
4 Whoso is simple, let him turn 

in hither: as for him that wan-
teth understanding, she saith to 
him,
5 Come, eat of my bread, and 

drink of the wine which I have 
mingled.
6 Forsake the foolish, and 

live; and go in the way of 
understanding.
8 Reprove not a scorner, lest he 

hate thee: rebuke a wise man, 
and he will love thee.
9 Give instruction to a wise 

man, and he will be yet wiser: 
teach a just man, and he will 
increase in learning.
10 The fear of the Lord is the 

beginning of wisdom: and 
the knowledge of the holy is 
understanding.

In Proverbs 9, Solomon not only described Wisdom’s great 
attributes but told us about the great house she has already 
built, of “seven pillars” (vs. 1). While the exact meaning of 
the pillars is debated, the number seven often indicates com-
pleteness or perfection in the Bible; likewise, God’s wisdom is 

Proverbs 9:1-6, 8-10, NIV
1Wisdom has built her house; 

 she has set up its seven pillars. 
2She has prepared her meat and  
  mixed her wine; 
 she has also set her table. 
3She has sent out her servants, and  
  she calls 
from the highest point of the city, 
4“Let all who are simple come to my  
  house!” 
To those who have no sense she  
  says, 
5“Come, eat my food   
 and drink the wine I have mixed. 
6Leave your simple ways and you  
  will live; 
 walk in the way of insight.”

8Do not rebuke mockers or they  
  will hate you; 
rebuke the wise and they will love  
  you. 
9Instruct the wise and they will be  
  wiser still; 
teach the righteous and they will  
  add to their learning.

10The fear of the Lord is the  
  beginning of wisdom, 
 and knowledge of the Holy  
  One is understanding.
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complete and perfect. A house of seven pillars also suggests a 
magnificent estate that will not be easily shaken. Our God too 
is wonderful and strong, as well as generous.

Wisdom has not only built her house, but also invites every-
one to come and dine. She has already “prepared her meat . . 
. mixed her wine . . . [and] set her table” (vs. 2). She has sent 
out servants to call to everyone to the feast, and she herself 
calls from the highest point of the city (vs. 3). It is interesting 
to observe that wisdom’s call especially targets the “simple” 
and “those who have no sense” (vs. 4). Solomon did not refer 
to foolish people, but rather to those who lacked knowledge 
and/or were naïve. They are encouraged, “Leave your simple 
ways and you will live” (vs. 6). They are invited to come and 
learn (see also James 1:5). By extension, wisdom’s call ulti-
mately goes out to every person who is willing to learn from 
and obey God. 

Wisdom then counsels on how to respond to both the fool-
ish and wise. “Do not rebuke mockers or they will hate you” 
(vs. 8)—do not waste time on people who will not listen; your 
words will only provoke rather than instruct them. However, 
correcting those who are wise will not only make them wiser 
and smarter, but will earn you their love (vss. 8-9).

 Solomon then declared in verse 10, “The fear of the Lord is 
the beginning of wisdom, and knowledge of the Holy One is 
understanding” (emphasis added). Note that “the fear of the 
Lord” is the “beginning of wisdom.” A healthy fear of the 
Lord puts one in a position to listen to and honor Him, and 
a “knowledge of the Holy One” gives deeper understand-
ing into His will. As one loves, reverences, and takes the time 
to know God more and more, God generously shares His 
wisdom.

4. What can be inferred from Solomon’s description of 
how the house of Wisdom is built? 

5. Who does Wisdom invite to her feast? 

6. Why is “the fear of the Lord” (vs. 10) important, 
according to Solomon?
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Folly’s Call—and Its Results
Proverbs 9:13-18, KJV
13 A foolish woman is clamor-

ous: she is simple, and knoweth 
nothing.
14 For she sitteth at the door of 

her house, on a seat in the high 
places of the city,
15 To call passengers who go 

right on their ways:
16 Whoso is simple, let him 

turn in hither: and as for him 
that wanteth understanding, 
she saith to him,
17 Stolen waters are sweet, and 

bread eaten in secret is pleasant.
18 But he knoweth not that 

the dead are there; and that her 
guests are in the depths of hell.

Those who do not fear or understand the Lord reject Him, 
His will, and His wisdom. They instead hear and follow a 
different call. In verses 13-18, Solomon contrasted the call of 
Wisdom with the call of Folly, using several of the same words 
and phrases. The implications are: a) that Folly is fond of 
counterfeiting wisdom, and b) that it takes wisdom to distin-
guish between the two calls. 

For example, Solomon also used the word “simple” to 
describe Folly, but this time the meaning is different: Folly 
not only “knows nothing,” but doesn’t desire to know any-
thing; she is “unruly” and wishes to remain in her foolishness 
(vs. 13). Folly too is at the highest point of the city, but does 
not send out messengers; rather, “She sits at the door of her 
house, on a seat” (vs. 14). She is “calling out to those who pass 
by, who go straight on their way” (vs. 15)—people who are 
simply minding their business but who may be susceptible to 
temptation. Folly sits lazily on her seat, hoping to attract oth-
ers who likewise want to do things “the easy way.”

Proverbs 9:13-18, NIV
13Folly is an unruly woman; 

 she is simple and knows nothing. 
14She sits at the door of her house, 
 on a seat at the highest point of  
  the city, 
15calling out to those who pass by, 
 who go straight on their way, 
16“Let all who are simple come to  
  my house!” 
To those who have no sense she  
  says, 
 17“Stolen water is sweet; 
 food eaten in secret is delicious!” 
18But little do they know that the  
  dead are there, 
 that her guests are deep in the  
  realm of the dead.
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Again, Folly’s call starts off identical to Wisdom’s call in 
verse 4: “Let all who are simple come to my house!” (vs. 16). 
But from there, it turns insidious. Folly does not wish to bring 
the “simple” and “those who have no sense” up higher, but to 
take advantage of them. There is no feast prepared; rather, she 
entices the simple and senseless by declaring, “Stolen water 
is sweet; food eaten in secret is delicious!” (vs. 17). Folly actu-
ally suggests that having a stolen feast is more desirable than 
God’s free feast!

Whatever pleasures that Folly offers are of the forbidden 
kind. Because of our sinful nature, we are always drawn to 
those things that ultimately cause the most pain and hard-
ship. Therefore, Solomon revealed beforehand the true fate of 
Folly’s “guests”: instead of receiving a feast, her guests “are 
deep in the realm of the dead” (vs. 18). The ways of sin may be 
“sweet” and “delicious” for a short while (vs. 17; Heb. 11:25); 
but sooner or later, they lead to certain death—not only physi-
cally but spiritually (Rom. 3:23; 7:11, 23-24). 

Rather than have his son(s) discover it for themselves, 
Solomon wanted them to understand the ending of the foolish 

before they chose 
the way of Folly.

7. How did 
Solomon describe 
Folly? How does 
she differ from 
Wisdom?

8. How is Folly’s 
call similar and dif-
ferent to Wisdom’s 
call? 

9. What is the 
fate of Folly’s 
“guests”?

A feast of Middle Eastern foods. Wisdom offered a feast 
on God’s wisdom, while Folly offered “stolen” food 
and drink that leads only to “the realm of the dead”  
(vss. 17-18)
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Ways to Recognize a Foolish Person
Most of the time we can quickly tell someone is acting fool-

ish or reckless, but sometimes we don’t realize it until we have 
become foolish ourselves. That is why it is important to pay 
attention for the signs of a foolish person.

Foolish people tend to love things that will harm them in 
the long run because they do not see past the present. For 
example, they don’t see that driving down the highway at 90 
miles per hour, while on their cell phone, can lead to a hor-
rific accident that could take their own life, let alone the lives 
of innocent people. They don’t see where lying and stealing at 
their workplace can lead to unemployment or jail time. 

Foolish people are in love with only themselves, and they 
don’t see how their self-centered actions can eventually hurt 
the very people they are supposed to love. While being “wild 
and foolish” as a teenager may seem fun and even acceptable 
in some circles, those self-centered values can later lead to bro-
ken homes, broken promises, and broken lives. 

Foolish people usually don’t have any relationship with 
God; they may even think others are foolish for even think-
ing there is a God. A few might come to church and try to fit 
in for a period of time, but soon they will become bored, and 
encourage others to leave “all that nonsense” behind. 

However, there are foolish people who regularly attend 
church, too. They believe that just being a good person is all 
that God really wants of them. They are satisfied that showing 
up most Sundays and putting something in the collection plate 
will assure them a good seat on the heaven-bound train. They 
do not understand what a real relationship with God involves, 
nor do they care. They are there—and that is good enough.

10. What are some of the pillars a foolish person builds 
his or her life on?

11. Why don’t these foolish people see they are building 
their lives on crumbling pillars?

12. How can we keep ourselves from being foolish people?
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DAILY BIBLE READINGS
Week of June 29 through July 5
(See The Quiet Hour for devotionals on these passages.)
Mon. Matthew 10:16-23—Wise Counsel for Defending Your Faith.
Tues. Isaiah 35:1-10—Wise Deeds of the Coming Messiah.
Wed. Luke 7:24-28—John the Baptist, God’s Messenger.
Thurs. Matthew 11:1-6—The Messiah’s Wise Deeds. 
Fri. Matthew 11:20-24—Woes on Unwise Cities.
Sat. Matthew 11:25-30—Wisdom’s Invitation to Come and Rest.
Sun. Matthew 11:7-19—Wisdom Is Vindicated by Her Deeds.

My Rock and Redeemer
It is reassuring to know that God is always available and 

willing to share His wisdom with those who seek it. God is 
also faithful in providing ways for us to avoid foolishness, 
which is still just around every corner, calling out to us. A life 
built on God’s wisdom will sustain you through the tragedies 
and joys of life. Remember He is the Solid Rock. He will never 
leave or forsake you. As David says, the Lord is “my Rock and 
my Redeemer” (Ps. 19:14).

 � On the sheet of paper, write God a short letter telling Him that 
you want to follow His wisdom, but there are times you are drawn 
to foolish choices. Ask God to help you find the way of wisdom, 
so you can avoid foolish decisions that would pull you away from 
Him.

KEY VERSE
The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom: and the knowl-
edge of the holy is understanding.                 —Proverbs 9:10, KJV

The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and knowledge 
of the Holy One is understanding.                 —Proverbs 9:10, NIV


