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What’s Ahead
Quarterly Preview

This quarter studies how justice originates in the nature of God 
and is given to God’s people as a gift under the Law.  

   Unit 1 explores how David demonstrates justice by showing 
kindness to Mephibosheth. Isaiah describes the Messiah’s reign 
of justice and righteousness, while Nahum shows God’s justice 
to Judah’s enemies.   
   Unit 2 focuses on God’s justice to Cain for his murder of Abel 
as well as the plight of Hagar and Ishmael. Exodus and Deuter-
onomy discuss how judges, officials, and priests work together 
to administer justice for all. 
   Unit 3 deals with situations in which justice seems absent such 
as David’s injustice toward Uriah and when Ezra determines to 
restore respect for God’s Law. Scriptures from Job question the 
presence of God’s justice when Job has suffered greatly.

In this quarter, here are some biblical principles you will study 
that can apply to your own life situations:
• Obedience, love, and service are God’s commands for our    
    good.
• We are obligated to show lovingkindness.
• A Light has come into the world’s darkness.
• God is slow to anger, but justly punishes.
• Justice is being your brother’s keeper.
• Despite our sins, God will not abandon those He loves.
• Don’t simply follow the crowd, but practice justice.
• Hold those in authority accountable.
• Provide for the foreigner, the fatherless, and the widow.
• Challenge injustice when you encounter it.
• God’s Word should guide whatever we do.
• Don’t unfairly blame the person suffering.
• Be humble before God, even when you don’t understand His    
    ways.
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LESSON FOCUS: Obedience, love, and service are God’s commands for our good.

Justice and Obedience to the Law

The morning we’d been looking forward to for months 
finally arrived. We were dressed for the beach. We had in 

tow everything needed for two parents and two children to 
have a fun time: beach chairs and towels, sand buckets and 
shovels and rakes and sifters, toy dump trucks and excavators, 
snacks and drinks. All four of us were excited for the day that 
lay ahead as we took the elevator down and headed out of 
our hotel. On the other side of Atlantic Avenue was beautiful 
Virginia Beach with the sun already glistening off the ocean. 

Our son was holding his mama’s hand; our daughter was 
holding mine. The orange “Don’t Walk” sign was flashing as 
we approached the crosswalk. Three of us saw it and stopped; 
our daughter did not. Still holding my hand but anxious to get 
to the beach that she had in sight, she kept pace and stepped 
onto the avenue in front of an oncoming car. In a split second I 
yanked her out of the roadway and back up to the sidewalk to 
safety. All four of us took a deep sigh of relief, our hearts still 
racing over what could have happened. Seconds later, when 
the white “Walk” sign began to flash, the four of us looked 
both ways as we, much more cautiously than we ever would 
have done before, crossed the avenue toward the beach.

Signs, rules, laws, commands—they serve an important pur-
pose. They are designed for our protection. They are there for 
our personal and community good. That’s why it’s so benefi-
cial to pay attention and adhere to traffic signals. And it’s why 
we should pay attention to and adhere to God’s commands. 

1. What are some signs, rules, and laws that are designed 
for our own good and protection?

2. Why would you not follow good rules and laws?

3. Why are obedience, love, and service to God the best 
way for us to live?
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Hear God’s Decrees  
Deuteronomy 5:1b-3; 10:12-13, KJV
5:1b Hear, O Israel, the statutes 

and judgments which I speak in 
your ears this day, that ye may 
learn them, and keep, and do them.
2 The Lord our God made a 

covenant with us in Horeb.
3 The Lord made not this covenant 

with our fathers, but with us, even 
us, who are all of us here alive this 
day.
10:12 And now, Israel, what doth 

the Lord thy God require of thee, 
but to fear the Lord thy God, to 
walk in all his ways, and to love 
him, and to serve the Lord thy God 
with all thy heart and with all thy 
soul,
13 To keep the commandments of 

the Lord, and his statutes, which 
I command thee this day for thy 
good?

Moses called his people to hear the statutes and laws of God 
before entering the promised land. It is impossible to overstate 
how important it is for God’s people to hear what He has to 
say through His Word. The Hebrew word for “hear,” shama, is 
also translated “hearken, discern, and understand.” Hearing 
God involves actively listening to Him from His Word and 
seeking to understand His will for us when we do. 

Moses reminded the people that the Lord made the original 
covenant with this generation’s “ancestors” (vs. 3), but it was 
timeless. All succeeding generations including those “who are 
alive . . . today” should have a living relationship with God. 

Moving ahead to chapter 10, we find Moses asking his 
people a rhetorical question about what God required of them. 
When God’s people hearken to Him as He speaks through His 

Deuteronomy 5:1b-3; 10:12-13, 
NIV  

 5:1bHear, Israel, the decrees and 
laws I declare in your hearing 
today. Learn them and be sure 
to follow them. 2The Lord our 
God made a covenant with us 
at Horeb. 3It was not with our 
ancestors that the Lord made 
this covenant, but with us, with 
all of us who are alive here 
today.

 10:12And now, Israel, what does 
the Lord your God ask of you 
but to fear the Lord your God, 
to walk in obedience to him, 
to love him, to serve the Lord 
your God with all your heart 
and with all your soul, 13and to 
observe the Lord’s commands 
and decrees that I am giving you 
today for your own good?
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Word, their hearts will be filled with a holy fear and awe-filled 
reverence for Him. In turn, they will keep His commandments 
and love and serve Him and others with everything they are. 
Thus they will strengthen their fellowship with God and enjoy 
the fullness of life that comes with a closer walk with Him.    

4. What were God’s people to do with His decrees and laws?

5. With whom did God make His covenant?

6. What does God ask of His people?

Hold Fast to God’s Commandments
Deuteronomy 27:1-5, KJV 
1 And Moses with the elders of Israel 

commanded the people, saying, Keep 
all the commandments which I com-
mand you this day.
2 And it shall be on the day when ye 

shall pass over Jordan unto the land 
which the Lord thy God giveth thee, 
that thou shalt set thee up great stones, 
and plaister them with plaister:
3 And thou shalt write upon them all 

the words of this law, when thou art 
passed over, that thou mayest go in 
unto the land which the Lord thy God 
giveth thee, a land that floweth with 
milk and honey; as the Lord God of thy 
fathers hath promised thee.
4 Therefore it shall be when ye be 

gone over Jordan, that ye shall set up 
these stones, which I command you 
this day, in mount Ebal, and thou shalt 
plaister them with plaister.
5 And there shalt thou build an altar 

unto the Lord thy God, an altar of 
stones: thou shalt not lift up any iron 
tool upon them.

Deuteronomy 27:1-5, NIV 
 1Moses and the elders 

of Israel commanded the 
people: “Keep all these com-
mands that I give you today. 
2When you have crossed the 
Jordan into the land the Lord 
your God is giving you, set 
up some large stones and 
coat them with plaster. 3Write 
on them all the words of this 
law when you have crossed 
over to enter the land the 
Lord your God is giving you, 
a land flowing with milk 
and honey, just as the Lord, 
the God of your ancestors, 
promised you. 4And when 
you have crossed the Jordan, 
set up these stones on Mount 
Ebal, as I command you 
today, and coat them with 
plaster. 5Build there an altar 
to the Lord your God, an 
altar of stones. Do not use 
any iron tool on them.”
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Here, Moses again reminded the people of the importance 
of holding fast and keeping the commandments that God 
had given them. The Hebrew word for “keep,” shamar (vs. 1), 
means to observe, preserve, and protect. It speaks of the night-
watchman who stands alert and is ever vigilant and watch-
ful for the first sign of danger or attack. This is the picture of 
keeping God’s commands that Moses gave the people. He was 
preparing them to enter the land that God had promised them, 
a land that flowed with “milk and honey” (vs. 3). 

But in the land of abundance, spiritual danger awaited, for 
the people of the land worshiped idols. By keeping God’s 
commands and thereby setting up a spiritual watchman, the 
Israelites would be protecting themselves from the enemy. To 
do this, they were to hold fast to all God had told them. 

After they had crossed the Jordan, they were to gather large 
stones uncut by human tools and build an altar to the Lord on 
Mt. Ebal, near modern-day Nabulus. Once the stones were in 
place, they were to coat the altar with plaster and write God’s 
commandments on it. This would help them remember that 
they were His people and that He had given them the words 
of life to hold fast to in the warfare they were about to face. 

7. What were God’s people to build after crossing the 
Jordan River? 

8. What were they to write in the plaster and why?

9. How do God’s people remember His truths today?

Herald God’s Commandments  
Deuteronomy 27:5-10, KJV
6 Thou shalt build the altar of the 

Lord thy God of whole stones: and 
thou shalt offer burnt offerings 
thereon unto the Lord thy God:
7 And thou shalt offer peace offer-

ings, and shalt eat there, and rejoice 
before the Lord thy God.
8 And thou shalt write upon the 

Deuteronomy 27:5-10, NIV
 6“Build the altar of the Lord 

your God with fieldstones and 
offer burnt offerings on it to 
the Lord your God. 7Sacrifice 
fellowship offerings there, 
eating them and rejoicing in 
the presence of the Lord your 
God. 8And you shall write very 
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stones all the words of this law very 
plainly.
9 And Moses and the priests the 

Levites spake unto all Israel, saying, 
Take heed, and hearken, O Israel; 
this day thou art become the people 
of the Lord thy God.
10 Thou shalt therefore obey the 

voice of the Lord thy God, and do 
his commandments and his statutes, 
which I command thee this day.

Not only was the altar to be a sign of remembrance, but it 
was also to be a place of holy sacrifice and worship before the 
Lord. Moses proclaimed that these sacrifices would be burnt 
on the altar as “peace” (KJV) or “fellowship” (NIV) offerings 
to God. The Hebrew word for this offering, shelem, speaks of 
completeness and thankfulness for a restored relationship. 
This helps us understand that having peaceful fellowship with 
God means having a fully restored relationship with Him. 

Furthermore, in conjunction with the sacrifice, there was to 
be a time of feasting and rejoicing in His presence. With their 
sacrifice would come great joy in Him.  

Finally, Moses again admonished the Israelites to obey the 
Lord’s commandments. And they should do so because they 
were His people whom He delivered out of Egyptian bondage, 
protected for 40 years in the wilderness, and was bringing into 
the land of great abundance. The same is true for God’s people 
today. He has delivered us from the bondage of sin, is with us 
every step of our sojourning here on earth, and will one day 
bring us into eternal glory with Him. 

10. Along with writing God’s commandments on the altar 
of stones, what else were the people to do on it?

11. What admonishment did Moses again give the people 
at the end of this passage?

12. How can we lovingly obey and serve the Lord today?

clearly all the words of this law 
on these stones you have set 
up.”

 9Then Moses and the 
Levitical priests said to all 
Israel, “Be silent, Israel, and 
listen! You have now become 
the people of the Lord your 
God. 10Obey the Lord your God 
and follow his commands and 
decrees that I give you today.” 

KJV NIV
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Justice, Judgment, and Obedience
We are commanded to live just and holy lives in the midst 

of a perverse and crooked generation. As the prophet Micah 
said, “He hath shewed thee, O man, what is good; and what 
doth the Lord require of thee, but to do justly, and to love 
mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God?” (Micah 6:8, KJV). 

Perhaps more now than any time in history, every Christian 
must shine as a light out of darkness. We can do that when 
we press toward the Lord by obeying His Word, serving Him 
through service to others, and loving those we would prefer 
not to love. 

Evil men are waxing worse and worse. Innocent blood is 
being shed every day. People practice idolatry by worshiping 
false gods of money, power, and pleasure. Immorality is hailed 
as the new standard while religious freedom is under attack. 
Still, we must remain a light that shines out of darkness even so 
“much the more as you see the day approaching” (Heb. 10:25). 

Although we may be angry because we sometimes see the 
unjust application of the law, we must not sin! Rather, let us 
lead the harvest toward the true Judge, the Righteous One, 
for salvation. It does us no good to just talk about loving and 
obeying the Lord if we are useless examples. “The effectual 
fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much” (Jas. 5:16), 
but we must be serving God ourselves in obedience and love if 
we are to point people to a saving knowledge of the Lord. 

Ultimately, we must follow our Lord’s lead and example—
not our emotions—as we pray and believe that God rewards 
the righteous and punishes the wicked. We must not promise 
what we have no intention of doing but repent and do the will 
of God from our hearts.

13. How can we keep God’s commands each day? 

14. In what ways are justice, judgment, and obedience 
connected?

15. How do we demonstrate that we are ready to serve the 
Lord?
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We Are What We Do
The Lord repeatedly told Israel to keep His commandments 

before them, for He knew who and what they would encoun-
ter once they entered the promised land. When you acknowl-
edge the Lord in all of your ways, He will direct you down 
the good path. His Word keeps your faith high, removes your 
fears, and transforms your life.

 � Is your service to the Lord from your heart? Are you obeying 
His commandments every day? If so, write Yes and Yes here. If 
not, what do you need to do to change that? 

KEY VERSE
And now, Israel, what doth the Lord thy God require of thee, but 
to fear the Lord thy God, to walk in all his ways, and to love him, 
and to serve the Lord thy God with all thy heart and with all thy 
soul, to keep the commandments of the Lord, and his statutes, 
which I command thee this day for thy good?  
                                                            —Deuteronomy 10:12-13, KJV

And now, Israel, what does the Lord your God ask of you but to 
fear the Lord your God, to walk in obedience to him, to love him, 
to serve the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your 
soul, and to observe the Lord’s commands and decrees that I am 
giving you today for your own good?  
                                                            —Deuteronomy 10:12-13, NIV

DAILY BIBLE READINGS
Week of December 6 through December 12
(See The Quiet Hour for devotionals on these passages.)
Mon. 2 Samuel 1:1-12—Deaths of Saul and Jonathan Mourned.
Tues. 2 Samuel 1:17-27—A Lament from a Just Heart.
Wed. Luke 18:1-8—A Cry for Justice. 
Thurs. Matthew 20:29-34—Mercy from the Son of David. 
Fri. 2 Samuel 3:1-5; 5:1-5—David Made King over All Israel! 
Sat. Psalm 21—The King Rejoices in God.
Sun. 2 Samuel 9:1-7, 9-12—David Shows Kindness.



L E S S O N  2
F o r  D e c e m b e r  1 2  •  P a g e  1 2

LESSON FOCUS: We are obligated to show lovingkindness.

David Administers Justice and 
Kindness

Whenever Jeff approaches a traffic light and sees that it is 
about to turn red, he moves over into the left lane so that 

the vehicles behind him can turn right on red. 
Whenever Myrna uses the drive-through at a fast-food 

restaurant, she pays for the meal of the occupants of the car 
behind her.  Whenever it is raining, Brien has his store employ-
ees escort customers to their cars by holding an umbrella over 
their heads and their groceries. Whenever any of her friends 
are sick, Joy cooks up her delicious chicken noodle soup and 
delivers it directly to that friend’s stove.  
   Whenever he plays the role of Santa Claus at a department 
store, Roy has been known to slip a hundred-dollar bill to 
parents who seemed to be struggling. Whenever Jane meets a 
person with an intellectual disability, she intentionally engages 
that person in a lengthy but winsome conversation.

All these random acts of kindness may seem insignificant, 
but there is a way in which their impact significantly changes 
the world—at least for the people on the receiving end of 
them. For they have a way of renewing a person’s hope; they 
make a person feel not so alone in the world anymore.

But are such acts of kindness becoming more infrequent? 
One social media writer pontificates, “Kindness is becoming so 
rare that a lot of people mistake it for flirtation.” 

1. When someone does something kind to you that you 
don’t expect, how does that make you feel?

2. How has the Lord used you to show kindness to others 
in some way?

3. How is showing kindness in the Lord’s name different 
than just being kind to others?
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Kindness Sought Out 
2 Samuel 9:1-4, KJV
1 And David said, Is there yet any 

that is left of the house of Saul, 
that I may shew him kindness for 
Jonathan’s sake?
2 And there was of the house of 

Saul a servant whose name was 
Ziba. And when they had called 
him unto David, the king said 
unto him, Art thou Ziba? And he 
said, Thy servant is he.
3 And the king said, Is there not 

yet any of the house of Saul, that 
I may shew the kindness of God 
unto him? And Ziba said unto 
the king, Jonathan hath yet a son, 
which is lame on his feet.
4 And the king said unto him, 

Where is he? And Ziba said 
unto the king, Behold, he is in 
the house of Machir, the son of 
Ammiel, in Lodebar.

Several years after David became king over all of Israel and 
was certain there were no potential threats from the royal house 
of Saul, he took time to remember his friend Jonathan by asking 
if there was anyone left of Saul’s family to whom the king could 
show “kindness” (vs. 1). The Hebrew word for kindness, hesed, 
is also translated “mercy,” “lovingkindness,” and “goodness.”It 
is easy to see that hesed is an attribute of God, especially when 
coupled with the idea of mercy. It is by His lovingkindness that 
He extends mercy to all who put their faith in Him. 

Furthermore, kindness is a characteristic that God’s people 
should have toward others. Considering the kindness and 
mercy the Lord extends toward us, how important it is for His 
people to show the same kindness and mercy. 

Such was David’s heart desire for anyone related to his dear 

2 Samuel 9:1-4, NIV
 1David asked, “Is there anyone 

still left of the house of Saul to 
whom I can show kindness for 
Jonathan’s sake?”

 2Now there was a servant of 
Saul’s household named Ziba. 
They summoned him to appear 
before David, and the king said 
to him, “Are you Ziba?”
 “At your service,” he replied.
 3The king asked, “Is there no 

one still alive from the house of 
Saul to whom I can show God’s 
kindness?”
 Ziba answered the king, 

“There is still a son of Jonathan; 
he is lame in both feet.”

 4“Where is he?” the king asked.
 Ziba answered, “He is at the 

house of Makir son of Ammiel in 
Lo Debar.”
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friend Jonathan. The king had experienced God’s kindness and 
mercy, and he wanted the same for Saul’s household, even 
though the former king had not shown kindness to David. 
Though he had every reason from an earthly perspective to 
show no mercy to the descendants of Saul, for his friend’s sake 
and God’s glory, David chose kindness over vengeance. When 
Ziba, a servant of Saul, responded to the royal summons, 
David asked him if there were any of Saul’s house to whom 
the king could show God’s kindness. Ziba stated that one of 
Jonathan’s sons was still alive, though he was lame in both 
feet. After further examination of Ziba, David learned where 
he could find Jonathan’s son.

4. What did David seek to do for the house of Saul?

5. What did Ziba, a servant of Saul’s house, reveal to the 
king?

6. Where could David find Jonathan’s son?

Kindness Shown 
2 Samuel 9:5-7, KJV 
5 Then king David sent, and 

fetched him out of the house of 
Machir, the son of Ammiel, from 
Lodebar.
6 Now when Mephibosheth, the 

son of Jonathan, the son of Saul, 
was come unto David, he fell on 
his face, and did reverence. And 
David said, Mephibosheth. And he 
answered, Behold thy servant!
7 And David said unto him, Fear 

not: for I will surely shew thee 
kindness for Jonathan thy father’s 
sake, and will restore thee all 
the land of Saul thy father; and 
thou shalt eat bread at my table 
continually.

2 Samuel 9:5-7, NIV 
 5So King David had him 

brought from Lo Debar, from the 
house of Makir son of Ammiel.

6When Mephibosheth son of 
Jonathan, the son of Saul, came 
to David, he bowed down to pay 
him honor.
 David said, “Mephibosheth!”
 “At your service,” he replied.
 7“Don’t be afraid,” David 

said to him, “for I will surely 
show you kindness for the sake 
of your father Jonathan. I will 
restore to you all the land that 
belonged to your grandfather 
Saul, and you will always eat at 
my table.”
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Having sought out the opportunity to show kindness to the 
house of Saul, David took the next step by having Jonathan’s 
son Mephibosheth brought before him. And Jonathan’s son 
had at least two reasons to be fearful. First, it was customary 
at that time for conquering king to slay all the potential rivals 
to the throne. Secondly, considering all that Saul had put 
David through over the years, perhaps the king still desired 
vengeance. So Mephibosheth bowed low before the king and 
proclaimed himself to be David’s servant. 

After David assured Mephibosheth that he had nothing to 
fear, the king went even further in his kindness by promising 
two things. First, David restored all the land that had belonged 
to Saul. This was indeed a great act of kindness, because in 
the eyes of some, Mephibosheth would have been considered 
a rival, even a threat to David’s throne; having the land of the 
former king could have strengthened Mephibosheth’s claim as 
the legitimate king as the grandson of Saul. And if this were 
not kindness enough, David opened his own home to his 
friend’s son, inviting him always to dine at the royal table.   

7. What was the next step David took to show kindness to 
Mephibosheth?

8. How did Mephibosheth respond upon entering David’s 
presence?

9. What was the king’s response to Mephibosheth’s 
respectful, even fearful entrance? 

Kindness Secured 
2 Samuel 9:9-12, KJV
9 Then the king called to Ziba, 

Saul’s servant, and said unto him, 
I have given unto thy master’s son 
all that pertained to Saul and to all 
his house.
10 Thou therefore, and thy sons, 

and thy servants, shall till the 

2 Samuel 9:9-12, NIV
 9Then the king summoned 

Ziba, Saul’s steward, and said 
to him, “I have given your mas-
ter’s grandson everything that 
belonged to Saul and his family. 
10You and your sons and your 
servants are to farm the land 
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land for him, and thou shalt bring 
in the fruits, that thy master’s 
son may have food to eat: but 
Mephibosheth thy master’s son 
shall eat bread alway at my table. 
Now Ziba had fifteen sons and 
twenty servants.
11 Then said Ziba unto the king, 

According to all that my lord the 
king hath commanded his servant, 
so shall thy servant do. As for 
Mephibosheth, said the king, he 
shall eat at my table, as one of the 
king’s sons.
12 And Mephibosheth had a 

young son, whose name was 
Micha. And all that dwelt in the 
house of Ziba were servants unto 
Mephibosheth.

David then finalized his actions in a decree to Saul’s 
steward Ziba. David put the steward in charge of oversee-
ing Mephibosheth’s affairs. Ziba, along with his sons and 
servants, would farm the land and gather the harvest on 
Mephibosheth’s behalf. In so doing, of course, Ziba would also 
be providing for his own family and servants, especially since 
Mephibosheth would eat at the table of David as if he were 
one of the king’s own sons. Such is often the case when kind-
ness is shown—it overflows and blesses others, as well. This is 
a very good reason to show kindness to others. 

10. What did David do to ensure his plans for 
Mephibosheth were implemented?

11. How were Ziba and his household also blessed by the 
kindness that David extended to Mephibosheth?

12. In what ways can God’s people show kindness to 
others to His glory?

for him and bring in the crops, 
so that your master’s grand-
son may be provided for. And 
Mephibosheth, grandson of your 
master, will always eat at my 
table.” (Now Ziba had fifteen 
sons and twenty servants.)

 11Then Ziba said to the king, 
“Your servant will do whatever 
my lord the king commands his 
servant to do.” So Mephibosheth 
ate at David’s table like one of 
the king’s sons.

 12Mephibosheth had a young 
son named Mika, and all the 
members of Ziba’s household 
were servants of Mephibosheth.

KJV NIV
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The Least of These My Brethren
Jesus said, “For ye have the poor with you always, and 

whensoever ye will ye may do them good: but me ye have not 
always” (Mark 14:7, KJV). There is no shortage of opportunity 
to extend goodwill toward our fellowman—homeless, 
starving, orphaned, grieving; our world and humanity are in 
need of natural and spiritual meat. The harvest is truly ripe. 
The Lord is sending us into the harvest. 

In Matthew 25:31-40, Jesus explained the correlation 
between what we do to others being equivalent to what we 
have done to Him. I can’t give directly to the Lord because 
everything belongs to Him, but when we show lovingkindness 
to someone who can’t reciprocate back to us, then we’ve 
shown kindness to the Lord. He said, “Inasmuch as ye have 
done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have 
done it unto me” (vs. 40, KJV).

David never had an opportunity to demonstrate his 
gratitude to Jonathan. Therefore, David did the next best 
thing. He found Jonathan’s son Mephibosheth and restored 
to him Saul’s wealth, land, and goodwill that he could afford. 
He gave him a seat of honor at his table so that Mephibosheth 
never had to hunger, beg, or thirst again. He became the heir 
and recipient of a promise made to his father. 

We have become the heirs of God because of the sacrifice of 
His only Son. As Galatians 3:29 says, “If ye be Christ’s, then 
are ye Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise” 
(KJV). We show the Lord our heartfelt appreciation for all He 
did for us in making us His sons and daughters. As grateful 
children, we serve Him by serving others. 

13. Is it the lack of time or the lack of opportunities 
that keep us from demonstrating lovingkindness to others? 
Explain your answer.

14. Why do we withhold good from others when we are 
obligated to help them?

15. Why is it more blessed to give than to receive?
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Showing Lovingkindness
Hebrews 4:12 (KJV) reads, “For the word of God is quick, 

and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, 
piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of 
the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and 
intents of the heart.”   

 � Ask God to help you show lovingkindness to someone that you 
have felt compelled to give, forgive, visit, or pray for, but have not 
yet done so.

KEY VERSE
And David said, Is there yet any that is left of the house of Saul, 
that I may shew him kindness for Jonathan’s sake? 
 —2 Samuel 9:1, KJV

David asked, “Is there anyone still left of the house of Saul to 
whom I can show kindness for Jonathan’s sake?” 
 —2 Samuel 9:1, NIV

DAILY BIBLE READINGS
Week of December 13 through December 19
(See The Quiet Hour for devotionals on these passages.)
Mon. Leviticus 19:1-2, 11-18—God’s Holy People. 
Tues. Psalm 89:14-21—Righteousness and Justice.
Wed. 1 Timothy 6:6-12—Be Content; Pursue Righteousness.
Thurs. Micah 6:1-8—Do Justice, Love Kindness, Walk Humbly. 
Fri. Matthew 6:25-34—Seek God’s Kingdom and Righteousness. 
Sat. Isaiah 11:1-9—God’s King Will Judge with Righteousness. 
Sun. Isaiah 9:1-7—God’s Light Has Shined.
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LESSON FOCUS: A Light has come into the world’s darkness.

Justice and Righteousness Reign

The only thing Meleah asked for that year was a cat. She 
named it “Fluffy,” and Fluffy turned out to be a happy and 

loving but frisky roamer. The family was leaving for a trip to 
New York when the cat got out again. Since they didn’t have 
time to find her, her dad filled up a food and water feeder so 
Fluffy would have plenty while they were gone—if she came 
home, that is.

Upon their return, they learned the cat had wandered to 
the house of an elderly couple. Thinking it was homeless, the 
couple excitedly took in the cat and bought all kinds of kitty 
supplies. When Meleah and her parents showed up to pick up 
the cat, they noticed how much light the cat had brought into 
the couple’s dark loneliness. Quietly, Meleah scoped out the 
situation, and when she finally spoke up, she told the couple 
that they could keep the cat. The couple kept asking Meleah 
if she was sure, and Meleah kept answering, “Not really, but 
Fluffy’s happier here.” And so Meleah and her parents left the 
house without the cat. As she got into the car to leave, tears 
welled up in Meleah’s eyes—and her mama told Meleah how 
proud she was that she had put others first.

“What did I do to deserve this child?” her mom asked. And 
like her, we may also ask: “What did we do to deserve this 
Christ Child?” The answer, of course, is nothing. He is a gift of 
grace. A line in the third verse of “Silent Night” sheds light on 
this great gift: “Son of God, love’s pure light. Radiant beams 
from Thy holy face, with the dawn of redeeming grace.”

1. Why is our world described as “dark”?

2. What are some of the solutions often given for our dark 
world?

3. How did Jesus’ birth bring Light into our dark world?
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The Coming King
Isaiah 9:2-5, KJV
2 The people that walked in 

darkness have seen a great 
light: they that dwell in the 
land of the shadow of death, 
upon them hath the light 
shined.
3 Thou hast multiplied the 

nation, and not increased 
the joy: they joy before 
thee according to the joy in 
harvest, and as men rejoice 
when they divide the spoil.
4 For thou hast broken the 

yoke of his burden, and the 
staff of his shoulder, the rod 
of his oppressor, as in the 
day of Midian.
5 For every battle of the 

warrior is with confused 
noise, and garments rolled 
in blood; but this shall be 
with burning and fuel of 
fire.

Isaiah prophesied some 700 years before the birth of Jesus 
to the northern kingdom of Israel and the southern kingdom 
of Judah. In this chapter, however, he abruptly shifts from 
prophecies of his time to the future. In verse 1, he turned  
away from the “gloom” and “humbl[ing]” of “the land of 
Zebulun and the land of Naphtali”—both part of the doomed 
northern kingdom of Israel—to predict where the long- 
awaited Messiah would come from: “Galilee of the nations.” 
Isaiah’s vision then extended to the coming of the Messiah—
and beyond. 

Speaking directly of Israel but ultimately of all people, 
Isaiah said in verse 2, “The people walking in darkness have 

Isaiah 9:2-5, NIV
2The people walking in darkness    

 have seen a great light;
 on those living in the land of deep    

  darkness 
 a light has dawned.
3You have enlarged the nation and    

 increased their joy; 
they rejoice before you 
 as people rejoice at the harvest, 
as warriors rejoice 
 when dividing the plunder.
4For as in the day of Midian’s    

  defeat, 
you have shattered the yoke that    

  burdens them, 
 the bar across their shoulders, 
 the rod of their oppressor.
5Every warrior’s boot used in battle 
 and every garment rolled in blood  

will be destined for burning, 
 will be fuel for the fire.
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seen a great light; on those living in the land of deep darkness 
a light has dawned.” Israel’s anguish would not last forever; a 
Light far brighter than their darkness would come out of their 
land, and reach to the ends of the earth.

The coming reign of the Messiah (Jesus) would be a time 
of great joy for Israel, as He “enlarged the nation”; the people 
would “rejoice [as] . . . at the harvest, as warriors rejoice when 
dividing the plunder” (vs. 3). While many in Israel interpreted 
this as describing a military victory at Jesus’ first coming, Jesus 
would choose to enlarge His kingdom in a much different way 
between His first and second comings.

The military comparisons became even more explicit in 
verses 4 and 5, as Isaiah compared the coming victory of  
Jesus to Gideon’s conquering of Midian, detailed in Judges 
7. The coming Messiah would shatter “the yoke that burdens 
them, the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppres-
sor” (vs. 4). No more would Israel’s opponents—physical or 
spiritual—rule over them or even oppress them. Indeed, just 
as Gideon and his 300 soldiers had delivered the Israelites 
from oppression by defeating the much larger Midianite army 
(Judg. 6—7), so the Messiah would release His people from 
their burden by shattering and crushing the power of their 
oppressors.

Furthermore, “Every warrior’s boot used in battle and 
every garment rolled in blood will be destined for burning, 
will be fuel for the fire” (vs. 5). It was normal to burn all the 
enemy’s clothes after a victory, to signify the fullness of that 
victory. Likewise, the coming Messiah’s victory over all His 
opponents will be complete, and all Israel will rejoice upon its 
completion.

4. What did Isaiah predict in verse 2, and what did it 
mean for Israel—and others? 

5. How would the people respond to the coming reign of 
the Messiah? 

6. What did Isaiah compare Jesus’ coming victory to in 
verses 4-5? Why is this significant?
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A Child Will Be Born
Isaiah 9:6-7, KJV
6 For unto us a child is 

born, unto us a son is given: 
and the government shall 
be upon his shoulder: and 
his name shall be called 
Wonderful, Counsellor, The 
mighty God, The everlasting 
Father, The Prince of Peace.
7 Of the increase of his 

government and peace there 
shall be no end, upon the 
throne of David, and upon 
his kingdom, to order it, 
and to establish it with 
judgment and with justice 
from henceforth even for 
ever. The zeal of the Lord of 
hosts will perform this.

Isaiah’s focus then turned from the coming victory to the 
King Himself—who first would come as a child: “For to us 
a child is born, to us a son is given” (vs. 6). While there is 
repetition here, there is also clarification: the Messiah would 
come as a child, but He would also be the Son of God—
both Man and Deity. He would be the only One worthy to 
have “the government . . . on his shoulders.” This may be a 
reference to the royal robe worn by ancient kings. All people 
created in God’s image would, either willingly or unwillingly, 
ultimately have to recognize this government.

The names the Messiah was given in the latter half of verse 
6 are worth looking at in more detail, especially as they dis-
play the all-encompassing nature of Jesus as God. The Messiah 
Jesus is our Wonderful Counselor—not only through His 
teachings left through the Gospels but through the ongo-
ing activity and counsel of the Holy Spirit. He is a personal 
God, and His people can always turn to Him for wisdom. 

Isaiah 9:6-7, NIV
6For to us a child is born, 
 to us a son is given, 
 and the government will be on his   

  shoulders. 
And he will be called 
 Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
 Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
7Of the greatness of his  

  government and peace 
 there will be no end. 
He will reign on David’s throne    

 and over his kingdom, 
establishing and upholding it 
 with justice and righteousness 
 from that time on and forever. 
The zeal of the Lord Almighty 
 will accomplish this.
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Nonetheless, He is also Mighty God, who reigns over all—one 
worthy of all praise, glory, reverence, and obedience. He is the 
Everlasting Father—not God the Father Himself but one with 
Him (John 10:30), and one present at the beginning of creation 
(John 17:5, 24); all things that belong to the Father belong to 
the Messiah, Jesus. Finally, He is the Prince of Peace. He will 
not rule through fear and coercion like earthly kings. He will 
establish everlasting peace on the earth—and more important-
ly, between God and man.

Isaiah then further described the coming Messiah’s  
government in verse 7. This peaceful kingdom will be without 
end. The Messiah “will reign on David’s throne and over 
his kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice and 
righteousness from that time on and forever.” The forever 
throne promised to David’s descendants in 2 Samuel 7 will  
finally be established; the corrupt kings of Israel’s time will 
be long gone, and the coming King’s reign will be perfect and 
everlasting. And its coming is certain, because “The zeal of the 
Lord Almighty will accomplish this” (Isa. 9:7). All of God’s 
promises will be fulfilled, including this most wonderful 
promise of all.

7. What did Isaiah tell his audience about the Messiah to 
come?

8. What 
is significant 
about the 
names of the 
Messiah given 
in verse 6?

9. What 
will the com-
ing Messiah’s 
kingdom look 
like?

Stone mangers at the ruins of ancient Meggido, Israel. Jesus, 
the “Mighty God” (Isa. 9:6) of the universe, may have been 
placed in such a manger when He was born.  
Photo: © IAISI/Getty Images.
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Light Penetrates Darkness
Darkness breeds fear for Nanbyen’s village in Nigeria, for 

it is at night that Fulani herdsmen attack villages to kill the 
people and take their land. The villagers’ light in this darkness 
is their faith in Jesus. They come together to pray and fast that 
Jesus, the Light of the World, would penetrate into the dark-
ness and protect them from their enemies. Nanbyen and her 
people believe that Jesus came into this world as a baby, lived, 
died, and rose again to give them life, not death. 

Darkness breeds nightmares for Derrick, even at the age of 
30. In Derrick’s nightmares, he remembers being that nine-
year-old boy hiding under his bed while his parents fought 
one another. Derrick recalls his drunken father beating his 
mother and then coming to beat him. His only relief is when 
he wakes up and remembers that Jesus brought light into his 
family members’ lives. Derrick’s parents recently accepted 
Christ as their Savior. They no longer fight one another. The 
Light has penetrated the darkness. 

At night Joanne’s worries about her prodigal son increase. 
She worries if she will get that phone call from the hospital 
saying that he overdosed or a knock on the door from the 
police announcing her son’s death. Joanne knows that God 
loves her son more than she does. But she struggles to com-
pletely release her son to Jesus, who has brought light into her 
world and can bring light into her son’s dark world. 

Injustice, unrighteousness, anxiety, addictions are all a part 
of the world’s darkness that Jesus came into our world to pen-
etrate with His light. Often amidst the world’s darkness, it’s 
difficult to see the light. But, once Jesus penetrates into our 
hearts as our Savior, darkness is overpowered. 

10. How can Jesus bring light into a community during 
persecution?

11. Describe how Jesus’ light can make a difference to 
someone in bondage to addiction.

12. How do you receive strength from Jesus when strug-
gling with anxiety?
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Receive the Wondrous Gift of Light
God has given us the most wondrous gift ever given—the 

gift of Jesus Christ becoming Light into our world of dark-
ness. But Jesus, the Light, won’t force Himself into our lives. 
We have to open our hearts and receive Him as our Lord and 
Savior.

 � Have you opened the door of your heart and asked Jesus 
to come into your life and be the Light that penetrates your 
darkness? If not, now is the time to do so. If you have, ask God 
to show you who you can tell about Jesus being the Light this 
coming week. It’s the best Christmas present anyone can receive.

KEY VERSE
Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be no 
end, upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to order 
it, and to establish it with judgment and with justice from hence-
forth even for ever. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform 
this. —Isaiah 9:7, KJV

Of the greatness of his government and peace there will be no 
end. He will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom, 
establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness 
from that time on and forever. The zeal of the Lord Almighty will 
accomplish this.  —Isaiah 9:7, NIV

DAILY BIBLE READINGS
Week of December 20 through December 26
(See The Quiet Hour for devotionals on these passages.)
Mon. Psalm 33:1-12—God’s Chosen Nation. 
Tues. Isaiah 61:4-9—A People Whom God Has Blessed.
Wed. Luke 1:26-37—Mary, the Servant of the Lord.
Thurs. Psalm 72:1-8, 11-14—May God’s King Rule Justly. 
Fri. Luke 1:46-55—God Lifts Up the Lowly. 
Sat. Luke 2:1-7—Jesus Is Born into an Unjust World. 
Sun. Nahum 1:1-3, 6-8, 12-13, 15—God Avenges God’s People.
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LESSON FOCUS: God is slow to anger, but justly punishes.

Justice for God’s Beloved People

Sandra rationalized that she needed the money. Originally, 
she thought she would only do it one time. She would take 

$500 from the community action agency to help her pay some 
overdue bills. As the agency’s financial director, she figured 
she could “cook the books.” But the first time led to another 
time, and then another time after that. By the end of the year, 
it had become a monthly habit.

For almost three years she had embezzled funds amount-
ing to almost $20,000 when the agency’s executive director 
started discovering discrepancies in budgetary expenditures. 
He asked Sandra about it, but her explanation sufficiently 
deflected the blame from falling upon herself. So the execu-
tive director brought up his questions about the discrepancies 
to the agency’s board of directors. After an hour’s discussion, 
some of the board members accused the executive director of 
misappropriating the funds and voted to fire him.

Sandra watched intently the next morning as three board 
members accompanied the executive director into the agency 
office. Under their watchful eye, she quietly and sadly cleared 
out his desk. Sandra felt a strange sense of relief as she saw the 
executive director leave. She had “dodged the bullet.” Maybe 
now is the time to quit stealing, she thought for a moment. But 
she didn’t. A year and a half later, embezzlement charges were 
brought against her. Her attorney urged her to plead guilty 
given the insurmountable evidence against her. And now 
Sandra is serving a sentence in a state prison. 

1. How do you respond when you experience or see 
injustice?

2. Why is justice needed for all people?

3. Do you believe that God cares about the injustice in the 
world? Explain your answer.
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God’s Slow but Sure Judgment
Nahum 1:1-3, 6-8, KJV
1 The burden of Nineveh. 

The book of the vision of 
Nahum the Elkoshite.
2 God is jealous, and the 

Lord revengeth; the Lord 
revengeth, and is furious; the 
Lord will take vengeance on 
his adversaries, and he reser-
veth wrath for his enemies.
3 The Lord is slow to anger, 

and great in power, and will 
not at all acquit the wicked: 
the Lord hath his way in the 
whirlwind and in the storm, 
and the clouds are the dust of 
his feet.
6 Who can stand before his 

indignation? and who can 
abide in the fierceness of his 
anger? his fury is poured out 
like fire, and the rocks are 
thrown down by him.
7 The Lord is good, a strong 

hold in the day of trouble; 
and he knoweth them that 
trust in him.
8 But with an overrunning 

flood he will make an utter 
end of the place thereof, and 
darkness shall pursue his 
enemies.

As the KJV puts verse 1, God not only gave the prophet 
Nahum a vision concerning Nineveh but a “burden”—it  
would be a difficult message to deliver. But unlike Jonah more 
than a century earlier, Nahum appeared ready to deliver his 

Nahum 1:1-3, 6-8, NIV
 1A prophecy concerning Nineveh. 

The book of the vision of Nahum the 
Elkoshite.

2The Lord is a jealous and avenging  
  God;  
 the Lord takes vengeance and is   

  filled with wrath. 
The Lord takes vengeance on his foes 
 and vents his wrath against his   

  enemies.
3The Lord is slow to anger but great  

  in power; 
 the Lord will not leave the guilty   

  unpunished. 
His way is in the whirlwind and the  

  storm, 
 and clouds are the dust of his feet.
6Who can withstand his indignation?  

 Who can endure his fierce anger? 
His wrath is poured out like fire; 
 the rocks are shattered before him.
7The Lord is good, 
 a refuge in times of trouble. 
He cares for those who trust in him,
  8but with an overwhelming flood  

 he will make an end of Nineveh;
 he will pursue his foes into the realm  

  of darkness.
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message from the start to Nineveh about its destruction. 
The prophet reminded Nineveh that God is “a jealous and 

avenging God . . . [who] takes vengeance on his foes  and 
vents his wrath against his enemies” (vs. 2). By Nahum’s time, 
the northern kingdom of Israel had been under Assyrian rule 
for at least 60 years. In addition to oppressing God’s people, 
the Assyrians had systematically blended idolatry into Jewish 
culture, deporting Israelites to Assyria and importing other 
conquered people into Israel (2 Kings 17:24-41). The Lord 
would not stand for this, and He would judge.

At the same time, Nahum also reminded Nineveh that the 
Lord is not a capricious god like theirs: “The Lord is slow 
to anger but great in power.” His judgment is both fair and 
certain, and His power is already evident in His creation: “His 
way is in the whirlwind and the storm, and clouds are the 
dust of his feet” (vs. 3). Again Nahum pointed to God’s power 
in nature in verse 6: “His wrath is poured out like fire;   the 
rocks are shattered before him.” No one—and no nation, no 
matter how powerful—will withstand God’s indignation and 
fierce anger.

And yet, for Israel, God’s judgment does not simply mean 
punishment but justice; it is an indication not only of God’s 
anger but even more so of God’s love for His people: “The 
Lord is good, a refuge in times of trouble. He cares for those 
who trust in him” (vs. 7). Even in the midst of captivity, God 
cares for those who trust Him; even now they can find their 
refuge in Him. However, it would be different for those who 
oppose Him: “with an overwhelming flood he will make an 
end of Nineveh;  he will pursue his foes into the realm of 
darkness” (vs. 8). God’s goodness can not be separated from 
His judgment—it is required to make all things good.

4. How did Nahum describe God’s judgment to Nineveh?

5. How did Nahum describe God Himself to Nineveh?

6. On the other hand, how was Israel to view God’s 
judgment?
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The Deliverance of Judah
Nahum 1:12-13, 15, KJV
12 Thus saith the Lord; 

Though they be quiet, and 
likewise many, yet thus shall 
they be cut down, when he 
shall pass through. Though 
I have afflicted thee, I will 
afflict thee no more.
13 For now will I break his 

yoke from off thee, and will 
burst thy bonds in sunder. 
15 Behold upon the moun-

tains the feet of him that 
bringeth good tidings, that 
publisheth peace! O Judah, 
keep thy solemn feasts, 
perform thy vows: for the 
wicked shall no more pass 
through thee; he is utterly cut 
off.

God now used Nahum to address the southern kingdom 
of Judah, which had already withstood many assaults by the 
Assyrians in the decades after the fall of the northern kingdom 
of Israel—the most famous of them being Sennacherib’s siege 
of Jerusalem, and God’s miraculous deliverance, during the 
reign of King Hezekiah around 700 b.c. (2 Kings 18:13–19:37). 
Although Judah’s kings had not always been faithful to the 
Lord, many had; the final decline of Judah and its fall to the 
Babylonians was still decades away. 

Here, God called the nation of Judah to restore their hope in 
Him. Although Assyria had many powerful allies, “they will 
be destroyed and pass away” (vs. 12). Likewise, while Judah 
had been disciplined by God on many occasions—with the 
Assyrians often being that instrument of discipline in recent 
years—they could look forward to a day when the Assyrians 
would no longer be a source of oppression: “I will break their 

Nahum 1:12-13, 15, NIV
12This is what the Lord says: 
“Although they have allies and are   

  numerous, 
 they will be destroyed and pass   

  away. 
Although I have afflicted you, Judah, 
 I will afflict you no more.
13Now I will break their yoke from  ` 

  your neck 
 and tear your shackles away.
15“Look, there on the mountains, 
 the feet of one who brings good   

  news, 
 who proclaims peace! 
Celebrate your festivals, Judah,
  and fulfill your vows. 
No more will the wicked invade you; 
 they will be completely destroyed.”
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yoke from your neck and tear your shackles away” (vs. 13).
In verse 15, Nahum looked even past Judah’s current afflic-

tion and imminent deliverance, and to a future where God’s 
people would worship faithfully and joyfully: “Look, there 
on the mountains, the feet of one who brings good news, 
who proclaims peace!” This pronouncement is very similar to 
Isaiah 52:7 (and echoed in Romans 10:15), where it was used 
to describe the coming Messiah and King, Jesus. Here, several 
decades after Isaiah, Nahum used this phrase to describe the 
good news of God’s liberation of Judah from her enemies, 
particularly Assyria. There would not only be deliverance, but 
peace, for God’s beloved people.

At that time, God’s people would respond fully to His 
goodness: “Celebrate your festivals, Judah, and fulfill your 
vows” (vs. 15). Because they would no longer be besieged 
by the Assyrians, Judah could turn their focus from war and 
self-preservation, and return to joyful faithfulness to God’s 
ways. Once more, God declared, “No more will the wicked 
invade you; they will be completely destroyed” (vs. 15). The 
people of Judah would no longer be distracted from serving 
God wholeheartedly, for their enemies would be defeated and 
destroyed.

7. Who did 
Nahum address in 
this passage? What 
was their current 
situation?

8. What did God 
call these people to 
do, through Nahum?

9. What did 
Nahum describe in 
verse 15, and what 
were the people to 
do in response?This relief of Assyrian soldiers attacking a rival city 

mirrors what later happened to Nineveh, the capital 
of Assyria, as Nahum predicted.  
Photo: © Mike Peel/British Museum.
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Justice Prevails 
Anita and her two friends developed a plan to distract the 

local store owner’s attention away from the back of the store. 
Then, one of them would quickly put make-up kits inside her 
backpack. They continued doing this throughout the school 
year. Right before the last day of school, they had planned to 
steal double the make-up kits. Unknown to them, the store 
owner had installed a hidden camera when his inventory kept 
coming up short. On that last day of school, the store owner 
arranged for the police to come and watch the video from the 
hidden camera as the girls entered the store. Just as Anita and 
her friends were about to leave the store with the stolen make-
up kits, the police came out and checked their backpacks. In 
order for justice to prevail, the girls had to work for the store 
owner throughout the summer without pay to repay for all the 
make-up kits they had stolen. 

Brother Smith struggles with his secret addiction to 
pornography. He often justifies his actions by telling himself 
his wife cannot meet all his “needs.” Brother Jones secretly has 
relationships with the young single women in the church. He 
justifies his actions by buying the women expensive jewelry 
and paying their school tuition. Sister Harris starts gossip in 
the church that leads to many broken homes. She says she is 
just informing the other women how to pray for their sisters in 
need. All three have forgotten the Scriptures that say, “There 
is nothing covered, that shall not be revealed; neither hid, that 
shall not be known” (Luke 12:2, KJV). 

Whether through parents, law enforcement, or God Himself, 
justice prevails for God’s children. Justice may not be immedi-
ate or even here on earth, but our sovereign and just God does 
bring forth justice.

10. What role do authority figures have in providing jus-
tice in our world?

11. Why is it important to believe in a just God?

12. How have you seen God bring justice in your life?
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God Loves Justice
Innocent people killed, property being destroyed, the 

unrighteous prevailing over the righteous and the list 
continues to move the scale toward injustice over justice. 
As Christians, we must turn to God’s Word and seek His 
perspective on all that is happening in our world. Psalm 37:28 
reminds us, “For the Lord loves the just and will not forsake 
his faithful ones....The offspring of the wicked will perish.” 

 � Reflect on a situation of injustice in your life or the life of a 
family member or friend. Briefly, write a prayer to God asking 
Him to bring forth justice in this situation. Then take a few min-
utes and pray this prayer silently and thank God that He will 
answer this prayer. Do you trust God to bring forth justice in His 
way and time?

KEY VERSE
For the Lord hath turned away the excellency of Jacob, as the 
excellency of Israel: for the emptiers have emptied them out, and 
marred their vine branches. —Nahum 1:2, KJV

The Lord will restore the splendor of Jacob like the splendor of 
Israel, though destroyers have laid them waste and have ruined 
their vines. —Nahum 1:2, NIV

DAILY BIBLE READINGS
Week of December 27 through January 2
(See The Quiet Hour for devotionals on these passages.)
Mon. Acts 7:54-60—Stephen Prays for Mercy for His Persecutors.
Tue. Matthew 2:1-8, 16-18—Herod’s Vengeance.
Wed. Revelation 6:9-17—Martyrs Long for Justice.
Thu. Psalm 94:1-10—Shine Forth, God of Vengeance!
Fri. Psalm 94:11-23—God’s Just Acts.
Sat. 1 John 3:4-13—Love One Another.
Sun. Genesis 4:1-15—Abel’s Blood Cries Out for Vengeance.
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LESSON FOCUS: Justice is being your brother’s keeper.

Justice, Vengeance, and Mercy

My brother is 15 years younger than me and is the only 
sibling I have. Our age difference has created some odd 

events along the way. For instance, I started my senior year of 
college the same day as he started first grade. He was the ring 
bearer in my wedding; I was the officiant in his. He would 
point out the kid who had been bullying him as he got off the 
bus, and I would stare down that kid until he ran away. 

Both of us loved playing sports, especially basketball. For 
our one-on-one basketball games, I would line out our back-
yard court with chalk so that a two-point shot for him was a 
one-point shot for me, a three-point for him was a two-point 
for me, and a four-point for him was a three-point for me. As 
he grew and his athletic abilities far superseded my own, we 
reversed those lines so that a two-point shot for me was a one-
point shot for him and so on!

Now that I’m 62 and he is 47, I still look up to him—both 
literally and figuratively. (I often teased our parents for having 
me three years into their marriage and then saving up 15 years 
of smarts, height, and good looks and giving them all to him!) 
In many ways, he’s been my example—and friend, advisor, 
and teacher. I hope to be his, too. I want to be like him—
compassionate, giving, and unselfish.

I am honored to be my brother’s keeper, for I know he is 
also mine.

1. Who do you regard as your “brother” or “sister” in the 
biblical sense?

2. In what ways are your relationships with your brothers 
and sisters in Christ unique?

3. At times, why is it easy to become aggravated with 
your Christian brothers and sisters?
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The Birth of Cain and Abel
Genesis 4:1-2, KJV
1 And Adam knew Eve his wife; 

and she conceived, and bare 
Cain, and said, I have gotten a 
man from the Lord.
2 And she again bare his broth-

er Abel. And Abel was a keeper 
of sheep, but Cain was a tiller of 
the ground.

Genesis covers a large expanse of time, from before recorded  
human history to when Joseph died around 1800 b.c. The first 
chapter describes God’s creation of the universe and earth, 
including all land, sky, and sea creatures. Chapter 2 focuses 
on God bringing our first human parents into existence. Then 
chapter 3 recounts sin entering the human race as the couple 
disobey the Creator. After God pronounced punishment upon 
the serpent, the woman, and the man, “Adam named his wife 
Eve, because she would become the mother of all the living” 
(3:20).

Chapter 4 begins with Adam and Eve being physically 
intimate, resulting in Eve becoming pregnant and giving 
birth to her firstborn son, Cain. Although Bible scholars can’t 
be sure about the meaning of this name, the NIV translators 
added this footnote: “Cain sounds like the Hebrew for brought 
forth or acquired.” This would be consistent with the words Eve 
spoke after her baby boy was born: “With the help of the Lord 
I have brought forth a man.”

Sometime later, God enabled Eve to bear a second son, 
whom she named Abel. This name means breath and denotes 
what passes away quickly and proves to be insubstantial 
(especially considering Abel’s tragically short life; see Eccl. 
1:2). Whereas Abel shepherded “flocks” of sheep, Cain 
cultivated the “soil” (Gen. 4:2).

4. How did Eve respond to the birth of Cain?

Genesis 4:1-2, NIV
 1Adam made love to his wife 

Eve, and she became pregnant and 
gave birth to Cain. She said, “With 
the help of the Lord I have brought 
forth a man.” 2Later she gave birth 
to his brother Abel.
 Now Abel kept flocks, and Cain 

worked the soil.
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The Contrast between Cain’s Offering 
and Abel’s Offering
Genesis 4:3-7, KJV
3 And in process of time it came to 

pass, that Cain brought of the fruit 
of the ground an offering unto the 
Lord.
4 And Abel, he also brought of the 

firstlings of his flock and of the fat 
thereof. And the Lord had respect 
unto Abel and to his offering:
5 But unto Cain and to his offering 

he had not respect. And Cain was 
very wroth, and his countenance 
fell.
6 And the Lord said unto Cain, 

Why art thou wroth? and why is thy 
countenance fallen?
7 If thou doest well, shalt thou not 

be accepted? and if thou doest not 
well, sin lieth at the door. And unto 
thee shall be his desire, and thou 
shalt rule over him.

At the end of the growing season, Cain presented an 
“offering” (vs. 3) to God from what had been harvested. 
Noteworthy is the fact that there was nothing exceptional 
about Cain’s effort. In contrast, Abel was especially 
conscientious to offer the best of his “firstborn” (vs. 4) lambs.

While the Creator was pleased with Abel’s gift, the Lord 
was displeased with Cain’s “offering” (vs. 5). In turn, Cain 
burned with anger, so much so that the verse literally says 
his “face fell.” This is an idiomatic way of referring to Cain’s 
dejection, jealousy, and resentment.

Despite Cain’s peevish response, God remained attentive 
and responsive. First, He rhetorically asked Cain about the 
reason for his burning anger. Second, the Lord wanted Cain 
to think about why he felt so depressed. He encouraged Cain 

Genesis 4:3-7, NIV
 3In the course of time Cain 

brought some of the fruits of 
the soil as an offering to the 
Lord. 4And Abel also brought 
an offering—fat portions from 
some of the firstborn of his 
flock. The Lord looked with 
favor on Abel and his offering, 
5but on Cain and his offering he 
did not look with favor. So Cain 
was very angry, and his face 
was downcast.

 6Then the Lord said to Cain, 
“Why are you angry? Why is 
your face downcast? 7If you do 
what is right, will you not be 
accepted? But if you do not do 
what is right, sin is crouching 
at your door; it desires to have 
you, but you must rule over it.”
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to “do what is right” (vs. 7). Expressed differently, God would 
accept and bless Cain. Otherwise, “sin,” here personified as a 
ravenous predator, was ready to pounce on Cain—the intense, 
inner desire to transgress would seek to control and dominate 
Cain. The only effective response was for him to overcome his 
sinful nature by doing what was appropriate in God’s eyes.

Numerous people have wondered why Abel’s sacrifice was 
superior to Cain’s. Some think God accepted Abel’s sacrifice 
because, as an animal offering, it involved blood, whereas 
Cain’s, as a type of grain offering, did not. However, we don’t 
have clearly recorded specifications for blood sacrifices until 
the Book of Leviticus. Perhaps the strongest reason Abel’s 
offering was accepted and Cain’s was rejected is the attitude 
of both brothers. Abel offered his sacrifice willingly, and so his 
was a demonstration of genuine “faith” (Heb. 11:4).

5. What was distinctive about the respective offerings 
made by Cain and Abel?

6. How did the Lord respond to offerings made, respective-
ly, by Cain and Abel?

7. What was God’s response to Cain’s anger?

The Consequence of Cain Murdering 
Abel
Genesis 4:8–13, KJV
8 And Cain talked with Abel his 

brother: and it came to pass, when 
they were in the field, that Cain rose 
up against Abel his brother, and slew 
him.
9 And the Lord said unto Cain, 

Where is Abel thy brother? And he 
said, I know not: Am I my brother’s 
keeper?
10 And he said, What hast thou done? 

the voice of thy brother’s blood crieth 
unto me from the ground.

Genesis 4:8–13, NIV
 8Now Cain said to his broth-

er Abel, “Let’s go out to the 
field.” While they were in the 
field, Cain attacked his brother 
Abel and killed him.

 9Then the Lord said to Cain, 
“Where is your brother Abel?”
 “I don’t know,” he replied. 

“Am I my brother’s keeper?”
 10The Lord said, “What have 

you done? Listen! Your brother’s 
blood cries out to me from the 
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11 And now art thou cursed from 
the earth, which hath opened her 
mouth to receive thy brother’s blood 
from thy hand;
12 When thou tillest the ground, 

it shall not henceforth yield unto 
thee her strength; a fugitive and a 
vagabond shalt thou be in the earth.
13 And Cain said unto the Lord, 

My punishment is greater than I can 
bear.

 “Let’s go out to the field” (vs. 8) indicates advance planning 
on Cain’s part. While there, he attacked Abel, struck him dead, 
and likely buried his body in a concealed portion of the field.

Perhaps Cain imagined that, since no one else knew 
about the murder, they could not testify against him on his 
brother’s behalf. However, God was fully aware of Cain’s 
sin. God rhetorically asked Cain, “What have you done?” (vs. 
10), perhaps giving him an opportunity to admit to what he 
had done and repent. But Cain callously retorted, “Am I my 
brother’s keeper?” Yet, paradoxically, by slaying his brother, 
Cain took Abel’s well-being into his own hands.

God personified Abel’s “blood” (vs. 10) as a witness in a 
court of law crying out for the righteous judge to condemn 
Cain for his crime. Indeed, the Lord immediately pronounced 
His sentence against Cain. It was fitting for him to exist under 
the ground’s “curse” (vs. 11). Also, regardless of where he 
wandered, futility and frustration would be his constant com-
panions. Cain, instead of confessing his guilt, responded by 
complaining that the “punishment” (vs. 13) for his sin was too 
severe for him to “bear.”

8. How did Cain respond to God’s questioning?

9. What judgment did God pronounce against Cain?

10. What was Cain’s reaction to God’s pronouncement of 
judgment?

ground. 11Now you are under a 
curse and driven from the ground, 
which opened its mouth to receive 
your brother’s blood from your 
hand. 12When you work the 
ground, it will no longer yield its 
crops for you. You will be a rest-
less wanderer on the earth.”

 13Cain said to the Lord, “My 
punishment is more than I can 
bear.”

KJV NIV
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‘Ain’t Heavy’
In the late 1960s when people were demonstrating for peace 

and justice, a song written by Bobby Scott and Bob Russell and 
recorded by The Hollies captured the hearts of people world-
wide. This song was “He Ain’t Heavy, He’s My Brother.”

In this song, the singer relates how life is difficult, but he is 
strong enough to carry his brother, knowing that his brother’s 
welfare is his welfare. Moreover, the burden of his brother is 
light, because of the deep love he has for him.

This song expresses how Christ wants us to feel toward our 
Christian sisters and brothers and how we must carry their 
burdens if we are to behave justly in Him. It also says that we 
need to regard them as our beloved sisters and brothers, carry-
ing them especially when the situation is difficult and circum-
stances are challenging.

Jesus Himself feels that way about us when He beckons us 
to “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I 
will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, 
for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for 
your souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden is light”  
(Matt. 11:28-30).

 Jesus not only takes our burdens upon Himself, but He also 
calls us to do the same for others. What better example is Jesus 
in doing what is right and just? Indeed, when we act justly 
toward those in need, Jesus says we are doing acts of mercy 
toward Him (see Matthew 25:31-46).

“What does the Lord require of you?” asked Micah. He 
then answered that question by telling us, “To act justly and to 
love mercy and to walk humbly with your God” (Mic. 6:8).

11. What gives you the strength to carry your sisters and 
brothers in Christ?

12. Why is lifting up your Christian brothers and sisters 
the kind of justice God demands from you?

13. Give specific examples of how you can emulate the 
justice of God to the world.
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Acts of Mercy
The tragic murder of Abel was not a result of enmity 

between the brothers. Rather, Abel was an innocent victim 
of his brother’s wrath. Cain should have subdued his rising 
anger and trusted God—but he wouldn’t. As God’s children, 
we have a mandate from our Lord to treat our sisters and 
brothers in Christ with deliberate justice. 

 � List here or on an index card the names of Christian brothers 
and sisters you pledge to selflessly help this coming week. Then 
answer these questions: Are you willing to help them like Jesus 
did for those He met? How is caring for them also an act of God’s 
justice?

KEY VERSE
And he said, What hast thou done? the voice of thy brother’s 
blood crieth unto me from the ground. —Genesis 4:10, KJV

The Lord said, “What have you done? Listen! Your brother’s 
blood cries out to me from the ground.” —Genesis 4:10, NIV

DAILY BIBLE READINGS
Week of January 3 through January 9
(See The Quiet Hour for devotionals on these passages.)
Mon. Genesis 16:1-15—The Lord Blesses Hagar and Ishmael.
Tues. Psalm 5—Hear My Prayer, O God.
Wed. Matthew 5:3-12—The Pure in Heart Will See God. 
Thurs.  Genesis 17:23-27—Abraham and Ishmael Are Circumcised.
Fri.  Genesis 25:12-18—The Twelve Tribes of Ishmael. 
Sat. Psalm 106:1-5—Remember Me, O Lord. 
Sun. Genesis 21:8-20—God Hears Ishmael’s Voice. 
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LESSON FOCUS: Despite our sins, God will not abandon those He loves.

Hagar and Ishmael Not Forgotten

One winter morning in 1931, 10-year-old John Edmund 
Haggai came down to breakfast and found the table 

empty. The worst blizzard on record paralyzed the city. The 
last piece of coal was on the fire; his mom had eight ounces of 
milk left for his baby brother.

As a Christian, his dad had been chased out of his Syrian 
homeland. He arrived in America with little but his vocation 
to preach. That morning, John’s father prayed for his family, 
his relatives and friends, and for those who’d endured the 
blizzard without shelter. Then he prayed: “Lord, we have no 
more coal to burn. If it please Thee, send us some fuel. If not, 
Thy will be done; we thank Thee for warm clothes and bed 
covers, which will keep us comfortable. And we have no food 
except milk for baby Thomas. If it please Thee…”

At that moment, someone pounded on the door. “Your 
door’s iced up! I can’t open it.” When they got the door open, 
no one recognized the man, so John’s dad politely asked, “Can 
I help you?” The man explained that he was a farmer who’d 
heard the pastor preach years earlier. “I awakened early this 
morning,” he said, “and couldn’t get you out of my mind. The 
truck was stuck in the garage, so I harnessed the horses to the 
sleigh and came over.” The man had a large box with milk, 
eggs, butter, pork chops, grain, homemade bread, and a host 
of other things. Then the farmer unloaded a cord of wood. 
Their prayers were answered. Their hope remained.

1. Do you believe you are unworthy of God’s love? 
Explain your answer.

2. What does it say about God that He still loves us 
despite our failings?

3. In what ways does the Lord show His love for you?
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Strained Relations
Genesis 21:8-13, KJV
8 And the child grew, and was 

weaned: and Abraham made a great 
feast the same day that Isaac was 
weaned.
9 And Sarah saw the son of Hagar 

the Egyptian, which she had born 
unto Abraham, mocking.
10 Wherefore she said unto 

Abraham, Cast out this bondwoman 
and her son: for the son of this bond-
woman shall not be heir with my son, 
even with Isaac.
11 And the thing was very grievous in 

Abraham’s sight because of his son.
12 And God said unto Abraham, 

Let it not be grievous in thy sight 
because of the lad, and because of 
thy bondwoman; in all that Sarah 
hath said unto thee, hearken unto her 
voice; for in Isaac shall thy seed be 
called.
13 And also of the son of the bond-

woman will I make a nation, because 
he is thy seed.

The Lord promised Abraham a son and many descendants 
through Sarah when the patriarch was 75 years old (Gen. 
12:2, 4, 7). But when the son did not come soon, Abraham 
and Sarah took matters into their own hands. Sarah directed 
Abraham to be intimate with an Egyptian slave girl named 
Hagar. This not only resulted in the birth of Ishmael, but also 
brought unanticipated sorrow to the family (chap. 16). Yet, 
even then, the Lord remained firm in His commitment to ful-
fill His covenantal promise to Abraham.

The patriarch was 99 years old when God declared that 
within a year, Sarah would give birth to a son. At the divinely 

Genesis 21:8-13, NIV
 8The child grew and was 

weaned, and on the day Isaac 
was weaned Abraham held 
a great feast. 9But Sarah saw 
that the son whom Hagar 
the Egyptian had borne to 
Abraham was mocking, 10and 
she said to Abraham, “Get rid 
of that slave woman and her 
son, for that woman’s son will 
never share in the inheritance 
with my son Isaac.”

 11The matter distressed 
Abraham greatly because it 
concerned his son. 12But God 
said to him, “Do not be so dis-
tressed about the boy and your 
slave woman. Listen to what-
ever Sarah tells you, because 
it is through Isaac that your 
offspring will be reckoned. 13I 
will make the son of the slave 
into a nation also, because he 
is your offspring.”
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appointed time, when Abraham turned 100, his son was born, 
given the assigned name, and circumcised (21:1-7). 

Abraham prepared a large “feast” (vs. 9) to commemorate 
the weaning of Isaac. The festive occasion was shattered, 
though, when Sarah noticed Ishmael “mocking” Isaac. Perhaps 
Ishmael was treating Isaac with disdain, or Ishmael was play-
ing with Sarah’s son as if the two males were on equal footing. 
In either case, Sarah regarded Hagar’s actions as being sinister 
and a potential threat to Isaac’s inheritance.

As a mother concerned for the welfare of her son, Sarah 
demanded that Abraham banish Hagar and Ishmael. Sarah’s 
contempt was so great that she refused to address the 
Egyptian servant and her son by name. Moreover, Sarah was 
determined to prevent Ishmael from being a coheir with Isaac 
in the family inheritance (vs. 10; see Gal. 4:30).

According to the social conventions of the day, a mistress 
could not arbitrarily expel a female slave and her children. 
Perhaps this was one reason the matter involving Hagar and 
Ishmael displeased Abraham so much. It’s also likely that 
he was anguished by the possibility that Hagar and Ishmael 
might not survive on their own in the harsh wilderness. And 
this was Abraham’s own son that the patriarch was sending 
into the desert.

God told Abraham (perhaps in a dream) not to be upset 
about the situation involving his “slave” (vs. 12) wife and her 
son. Abraham should do what Sarah demanded, even though 
it seemed harsh and inconsiderate. The Lord explained that 
His covenantal promises would be fulfilled through Isaac, not 
Ishmael, because Isaac was the real heir of the covenant. Yet, 
God would make a nation out of the descendants of Hagar’s 
son, for he too was one of Abraham’s offspring.

4. What took place during the huge “feast” (Gen. 21:8) 
Abraham hosted?

5. How did Sarah react to Ishmael’s mistreatment of 
Isaac?

6. How did God alleviate Abraham’s distress?
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Sovereign Intervention
Genesis 21:14-20, KJV
14 And Abraham rose up early in 

the morning, and took bread, and 
a bottle of water, and gave it unto 
Hagar, putting it on her shoulder, 
and the child, and sent her away: 
and she departed, and wandered in 
the wilderness of Beersheba.
15 And the water was spent in the 

bottle, and she cast the child under 
one of the shrubs.
16 And she went, and sat her 

down over against him a good way 
off, as it were a bow shot: for she 
said, Let me not see the death of 
the child. And she sat over against 
him, and lift up her voice, and 
wept.
17 And God heard the voice of the 

lad; and the angel of God called to 
Hagar out of heaven, and said unto 
her, What aileth thee, Hagar? fear 
not; for God hath heard the voice 
of the lad where he is.
18 Arise, lift up the lad, and hold 

him in thine hand; for I will make 
him a great nation.
19 And God opened her eyes, and 

she saw a well of water; and she 
went, and filled the bottle with 
water, and gave the lad drink.
20 And God was with the lad; and 

he grew, and dwelt in the wilder-
ness, and became an archer.

Abraham, having been reassured by God, arose “early” 
(Gen. 21:14) the following morning and prepared some food. 

Genesis 21:14-20, NIV
 14Early the next morning 

Abraham took some food and a 
skin of water and gave them to 
Hagar. He set them on her shoul-
ders and then sent her off with 
the boy. She went on her way 
and wandered in the Desert of 
Beersheba.

 15When the water in the skin 
was gone, she put the boy under 
one of the bushes. 16Then she 
went off and sat down about a 
bowshot away, for she thought, 
“I cannot watch the boy die.” 
And as she sat there, she began 
to sob.

 17God heard the boy crying, 
and the angel of God called to 
Hagar from heaven and said to 
her, “What is the matter, Hagar? 
Do not be afraid; God has heard 
the boy crying as he lies there. 
18Lift the boy up and take him 
by the hand, for I will make him 
into a great nation.”

 19Then God opened her eyes 
and she saw a well of water. So 
she went and filled the skin with 
water and gave the boy a drink.

 20God was with the boy as he 
grew up. He lived in the desert 
and became an archer.



L e s s o n  6  f o r  J a n u a r y  9  •  P a g e  4 4

He gave this to Hagar, as well as strapped an animal “skin” 
filled with water (containing about three gallons) on her 
shoulders. Then the patriarch sent her away with her son, 
perhaps wondering how long these provisions would last 
as the mother and boy wandered through the wilderness of 
Beersheba. Beersheba was located at the southern end of the 
land of Canaan. 

Eventually the container of water ran out. Hagar, being 
filled with despair over the dire situation facing her and her 
son, placed the adolescent under one of the nearby shrubs 
(possibly a tamarisk, which thrived in that arid region; vs. 
15). By this time both were weak from dehydration and fac-
ing death. Hagar decided to abandon Ishmael, for she could 
not bear to see him expire. As Hagar sat across from her son 
about a “bowshot” (vs. 16; that is, around 100 yards) away, she 
began to sob uncontrollably. Likewise, Ishmael started to cry.

God, being fully aware of the circumstance, had His “angel” 
(vs. 17) from heaven call to Hagar and ask what was upsetting 
her. The Lord’s messenger then told her not to be afraid 
any longer; God had heard Ishmael’s crying. The mother 
was directed to stand up, help the boy to his feet, and grasp 
his hand (vs. 18). They would not expire that day, for God 
intended Hagar’s son not only to live, but also to become a 
“great nation.” At that moment, God enabled the mother to 
see a well (vs. 19) filled with water. In turn, Hagar went over 
to it, filled her container, and gave a drink to Ishmael.

God’s favor rested on Ishmael, who lived in the wilderness, 
the desert, and became an “archer” (vs. 20). This implies 
that he learned to survive by the expert use of his weapons. 
Ishmael eventually settled in the “Desert of Paran,” an arid 
region located in the east central part of the Sinai peninsula. 
According to the custom of the day, Ishmael’s mother found a 
wife for him from her native land of Egypt (vs. 21).

7. What did Abraham do for Hagar and Ishmael?

8. What prompted Hagar’s weeping?

9. How did God respond to Hagar’s anguish?
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Chester’s Unabandoned Dedication
Several years ago, a local news report appeared on the eve-

ning news in the Midwest. The story was about a man and 
his faithful dog. It began with a tragic car accident in which a 
drunk driver killed his wife and two young children. Ron sank 
into a deep depression during which he tried to escape from 
his pain through alcohol, and as time passed, liquor became 
his nightly ritual. When he was sober, he was still kind and 
attentive to his dog, Chester, but when he was drunk, he was 
mean and neglectful. Nevertheless, Chester remained devoted 
and affectionate to Ron.

One evening when Ron was drunk, he was in such a rage 
with self-pity that he kicked Chester so hard that he broke 
the ribs of the poor dog. Ron then lost consciousness and fell, 
striking his head against the kitchen table. While he bled, 
Chester dashed out through the dog door, and despite the 
pain in his chest, he somehow got a neighbor to come to Ron’s 
aid. Ron was saved from otherwise certain death, but the blow 
in Chester’s chest was too severe, and the poor pooch expired 
that same night. Because of Chester’s sacrifice, Ron committed 
himself to sobriety, slowly getting his life back together again 
and recounting his story to a TV news reporter.

The devotion of Chester to Ron is quite similar to Christ’s 
devotion to us. As rotten as we can be and as awful as we can 
behave toward God, Jesus still died for us and has never aban-
doned us. His love for us is like a mountain stream that never 
ceases to flow and always quenches the thirst of those who 
seek its living waters.

 Praise our heavenly Father for the unrelenting devotion of 
His Son, Christ Jesus, our Savior and Lord.

10. Despite your faults and because God still loves you, 
what are some things He expects from you?

11. How does God’s faithfulness to you shape your 
future?

12. How does God’s great purpose for your life help you 
through the dark periods of your life?
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A Letter of Love
Hagar expressed her misery to God. The Lord, however, did 

not abandon her, for she was shown a well and given a prom-
ise. And as with Hagar and Ishmael, God does not abandon us 
but loves us despite our many failings.

 � Take a few minutes to write a letter to God. Begin by thanking 
Him for never abandoning you despite your shortcomings. Next, 
ask Him to deepen your faith in Christ and help you exemplify 
the love of Jesus toward others. Finally, promise to trust in His 
guardianship over your life.

 

KEY VERSE
And God heard the voice of the lad; and the angel of God called 
to Hagar out of heaven, and said unto her, What aileth thee, 
Hagar? fear not; for God hath heard the voice of the lad where 
he is. Arise, lift up the lad, and hold him in thine hand; for I will 
make him a great nation. —Genesis 21:17-18, KJV

God heard the boy crying, and the angel of God called to Hagar 
from heaven and said to her, “What is the matter, Hagar? Do not 
be afraid; God has heard the boy crying as he lies there. Lift the 
boy up and take him by the hand, for I will make him into a great 
nation.” —Genesis 21:17-18. NIV

DAILY BIBLE READINGS
Week of January 10 through January 16
(See The Quiet Hour for devotionals on these passages.)
Mon.  Exodus 23:13-19—Serve God Alone. 
Tue.  Exodus 23:20-33—Blessings for the Obedient. 
Wed.  James 2:1-13—Mercy Triumphs over Judgment. 
Thu.  James 2:14-26—Faith Without Works Is Dead. 
Fri.  1 Corinthians 10:23-33—Seek the Advantage of Others. 
Sat.  Psalm 85—Steadfast Love and Faithfulness. 
Sun.  Exodus 23:1-12—Treat Others Justly.
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LESSON FOCUS: Don’t simply follow the crowd, but practice justice.

The Laws of Justice and Mercy

As Alecia approached three of her friends while they were 
all on their break, she noticed that they were huddled in 

a tight circle and were speaking to one another in low under-
tones. They’re doing it again, she thought to herself. They’re criti-
cizing Denise again. She could jump to that correct conclusion 
because she had been a part of the gossip group weeks before. 
But after a long discussion with Denise herself—and finding 
out that she really liked her—she was feeling guilty about 
what she had said. Now she had a decision to make. Would 
she join her friends and listen in? Maybe contributing new 
negative tidbits about Denise? Would she merely walk away? 
Or would she attempt to put a stop to the gossip?

As Shawn opened the door to the supply room, he saw his 
coworker Larry sliding paper and folders into his briefcase. 
The look Shawn gave him elicited a defensive response. 
“What?” Larry asked. “Everybody here takes a little stuff out 
of this room for their personal use at home. What could be 
wrong with that?” Shawn had earlier mentioned how he was 
stopping by the office supply store to pick up some envelopes 
and paper clips for his wife. Now Shawn had a decision to 
make. Would he take supplies himself and skip the visit to 
the store? Or would he simply say “No, thanks” and drop the 
matter? Or would he privately confront Larry—and maybe 
others in the office—about stealing from the supply room?

1. In general, is it difficult for you to go against the 
crowd? Why or why not?

2. Why does it often take courage to resist joining a crowd 
that is doing something you know is wrong?

3. How are you affected when you conform to the wrong 
behavior of a crowd?
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Living in a Virtuous Manner
Exodus 23:1-3, KJV
1 Thou shalt not raise a false 

report: put not thine hand with 
the wicked to be an unrighteous 
witness.
2 Thou shalt not follow a multitude 

to do evil; neither shalt thou speak 
in a cause to decline after many to 
wrest judgment:
3 Neither shalt thou countenance a 

poor man in his cause.

To help secure justice, God commanded His people not to 
spread baseless reports (Exod. 23:1) about each other. This 
included an injunction against circulating malicious gossip 
and unfounded rumors. Also included was a ban against 
joining hands with evil and unscrupulous persons. 

God did not want the Israelites helping to bring about a 
mistaken judgment or to contribute to the cause of evil. It was 
important to make sure that false witness not be offered in 
court, thereby resulting in someone’s wrongful punishment.

Another way the Israelites were instructed to maintain 
impartial justice was avoiding a “crowd in doing wrong” 
(vs. 2). God called His people to individual responsibility in 
doing what is right according to His Word, not according to 
what other people are doing. Being part of a crowd would not 
exempt anyone of guilt. Also, following a throng of agitators 
could get a person into great trouble. 

Exodus 23:2 echoes verse 1 by warning against offering tes-
timony in a “lawsuit” that agrees with the majority opinion, 
but warps justice by bringing about a corrupt decision. Verse 
3 adds that God’s people were prohibited from showing par-
tiality in a legal proceeding to someone just because of that 
person’s poverty. Giving preferential treatment to the poor 
because of their destitution was just as wrong as condemning 
the rich because of their wealth. 

In every situation, God wanted the Israelites to seek out 

Exodus 23:1-3, NIV
 1“Do not spread false reports. 

Do not help a guilty person by 
being a malicious witness.

 2“Do not follow the crowd in 
doing wrong. When you give 
testimony in a lawsuit, do not 
pervert justice by siding with 
the crowd, 3and do not show 
favoritism to a poor person in a 
lawsuit.”
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the truth and be impartial in their judgment. The critical issue 
is whether the accused party—rich or poor—was guilty or 
innocent.

4. The Israelites were expected to foster what sort of 
witness?

Living in an Upright Manner
Exodus 23:4-9, KJV
4 If thou meet thine enemy’s ox 

or his ass going astray, thou shalt 
surely bring it back to him again.
5 If thou see the ass of him that 

hateth thee lying under his burden, 
and wouldest forbear to help him, 
thou shalt surely help with him.
6 Thou shalt not wrest the 

judgment of thy poor in his cause.
7 Keep thee far from a false 

matter; and the innocent and 
righteous slay thou not: for I will 
not justify the wicked.
8 And thou shalt take no gift: 

for the gift blindeth the wise, 
and perverteth the words of the 
righteous.
9 Also thou shalt not oppress a 

stranger: for ye know the heart of a 
stranger, seeing ye were strangers 
in the land of Egypt.

For the Israelites to be God’s representatives to the rest 
of the world, it was important that they exhibit justice and 
compassion—even to their enemies. Thus, God commanded that 
His people help those in need, and He gave them two examples. 
In the first one, an Israelite encountered the “ox or donkey” 
(vs. 4) of their foe wandering away. In an agriculturally-based 
society, it was common for some animals to be grazing, while 

Exodus 23:4-9, NIV
 4“If you come across your 

enemy’s ox or donkey wandering 
off, be sure to return it. 5If you 
see the donkey of someone who 
hates you fallen down under its 
load, do not leave it there; be 
sure you help them with it.

 6“Do not deny justice to your 
poor people in their lawsuits. 
7Have nothing to do with a false 
charge and do not put an inno-
cent or honest person to death, 
for I will not acquit the guilty.

 8“Do not accept a bribe, for a 
bribe blinds those who see and 
twists the words of the innocent.

 9“Do not oppress a foreigner; 
you yourselves know how it 
feels to be foreigners, because 
you were foreigners in Egypt.”
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other beasts were used to carry heavy burdens. Also, there 
were times when someone would come upon a stray. The kind 
gesture was to return the animal to its owner. 

In the second example, an Israelite came upon the donkey 
(vs. 5) belonging to an enemy. The pack animal had either 
stumbled or collapsed under its heavy load, and now it lay 
helpless. The quickest way to correct the problem was for two 
people to stand on each side of the animal and simultaneously 
lift its load. The compassionate response would not be to 
ignore the enemy, but to stop and offer help.

While the poor were not to be given special privileges, nei-
ther were they to be denied justice. Truth was to be sought in 
every case, regardless of the social status of those involved. 
Accordingly, the righteous were to keep their distance from 
those falsely accusing someone of committing a crime. 
Likewise, they were banned from bringing capital punishment 
on those who were “innocent or honest” (vs. 7). 

The Lord declared that bribes could cause judges to act 
greedily rather than justly and would make impartial justice  
impossible. Likewise, bribes had the effect of thwarting a just 
person’s testimony, thus allowing a guilty person to go free. 

The Hebrew verb translated “oppress” (vs. 9) literally means 
“to crush” and refers to actions that are abusive and over-
bearing. Foreigners might be oppressed in a court of law. The 
Israelites were to treat resident foreigners fairly because God’s 
people had a long history as outsiders in Egypt for 430 years.

5. How were the Israelites to treat their enemy’s property?

6. How were the “poor” (Exod. 23:6) to be treated in a 
court of law?

7. Upon what basis did the Lord appeal to the Israelites in 
their treatment of a “foreigner” (Exod. 23:9)?

Observing Sabbath Regulations
Exodus 23:10-12, KJV
10 And six years thou shalt sow 

thy land, and shalt gather in the 

Exodus 23:10-12, NIV
 10“For six years you are to sow 

your fields and harvest the crops, 
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fruits thereof:
11 But the seventh year thou 

shalt let it rest and lie still; that 
the poor of thy people may eat: 
and what they leave the beasts 
of the field shall eat. In like 
manner thou shalt deal with 
thy vineyard, and with thy 
oliveyard.
12 Six days thou shalt do thy 

work, and on the seventh day 
thou shalt rest: that thine ox 
and thine ass may rest, and the 
son of thy handmaid, and the 
stranger, may be refreshed.

The Lord provided directions regarding the seventh year. 
It was intended to remind His people that He owned the land 
and provided it as a trust for their prudent use. During the six 
years preceding the Sabbath year, the Israelites were directed 
to plow their fields and harvest their crops. Then, during the 
seventh year (vs. 11), they were to let the land lie idle. God 
reassured them that what they harvested during the sixth year 
would sustain them until they harvested their planted crops.

The Sabbath year also considered the impoverished living 
in Israel and the welfare of the “wild animals,” along with the 
vineyards and olive groves. The crops that grew without being 
cultivated and harvested during the seventh year would be 
left for the indigent along with any animal of the field.

Verse 12 focuses more narrowly on the Sabbath day. God 
reminded the Israelites to observe a time of rest including 
their oxen, donkeys, and other beasts of burden. Even human 
laborers, such as slaves and foreign residents dwelling among 
the Israelites, were to be “refreshed” by the rest.

8. How did the Sabbath impact the Israelites’ agricultural 
practices?

9. What place did the Sabbath have among the Israelites?

11but during the seventh year let 
the land lie unplowed and unused. 
Then the poor among your people 
may get food from it, and the wild 
animals may eat what is left. Do 
the same with your vineyard and 
your olive grove.

 12“Six days do your work, but 
on the seventh day do not work, 
so that your ox and your donkey 
may rest, and so that the slave 
born in your household and the 
foreigner living among you may 
be refreshed.”

KJV NIV
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Righteous Among the Nations
In 1953, the modern State of Israel instituted the awarding of 

an honorific distinction to Gentiles who had risked their lives 
to save Jews during the Holocaust. The title of this award is 
“Righteous Among the Nations,” and since 1963, a justice of 
the Supreme Court of Israel selects the recipients for this title. 
Recipients are bestowed a medal in their name, a certificate 
of honor, and the privilege of having their name added with 
those on the Wall of Honor in the Garden of the Righteous at 
Yad Vashem in Jerusalem. Moreover, Israel confers an honor-
ary citizenship, and if they have died, a commemorative citi-
zenship in recognition of their actions.

One such recipient was Jane Mathison Haining, a Scottish 
evangelical missionary for the United Free Church of Scotland, 
who was stationed in Budapest, Hungary, in June 1932. When 
war broke out in Europe, her church advised her to return 
home, but she decided to remain among the people she 
served and loved—that is, at a girls’ home comprised mostly 
of Jewish girls. After the Nazis invaded Hungary in March 
1944, the German SS began deporting Jews to the concentra-
tion camps. Because of her efforts to aid her Jewish girls, the 
Gestapo arrested Haining, and she was sent to the concentra-
tion camp in Auschwitz, Poland, where she died. In 1997, 
Haining was recognized as “Righteous Among the Nations.”

Haining’s heroism is both remarkable and unique. 
Nevertheless, although it takes courage and boldness to go 
against the crowd to do God’s justice, our actions need not be 
as remarkable and unique as Haining’s. When God calls us to 
act justly, there is often a price to be paid, but the cost pales in 
comparison to pleasing our Lord and Savior Christ Jesus.

10. Why does the crowd often go against what God says 
to do?

11. How might you go against the crowd in doing God’s 
justice?

12. How should you be recognized for doing God’s justice 
when such action is not popular?
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Courage Against the Crowd
Because God wanted to bring judicial order to the Israelites 

and because He sought to identify them as His people, He 
gave them His righteous laws and commands. God’s laws 
often go against what those around us say we should do, 
but we must stand strong for God’s justice against the crowd 
when it wants to do the opposite of His will.

 � “I will go against the crowd and stand up for His justice.” 
Explain how you could do this in a particular situation you 
know of where you need to challenge wrong words, thoughts, and 
actions.

KEY VERSE
Thou shalt not follow a multitude to do evil; neither shalt thou 
speak in a cause to decline after many to wrest judgment: Neither 
shalt thou countenance a poor man in his cause. 
 —Exodus 23:2-3, KJV

“Do not follow the crowd in doing wrong. When you give tes-
timony in a lawsuit, do not pervert justice by siding with the 
crowd, and do not show favoritism to a poor person in a lawsuit.”
 —Exodus 23:2-3, NIV

DAILY BIBLE READINGS
Week of January 17 through January 23
(See The Quiet Hour for devotionals on these passages.)
Mon. Deuteronomy 19:15-21—True and False Witnesses. 
Tue. Matthew 18:15-20—Addressing Church Conflicts. 
Wed. Matthew 18:21-35—The Duty to Forgive. 
Thu. Exodus 18:13-26—Moses’ Court of Appeal. 
Fri. Ephesians 4:25-32—Speak Truth and Act on It. 
Sat. Deuteronomy 10:14-22—God Is an Impartial Judge. 
Sun. Deuteronomy 16:18-20; 17:8-13—Appoint Leaders to Administer  
            Justice.
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LESSON FOCUS: Hold those in authority accountable.

Justice, Judges, and Priests

From medieval Turkey, the story is told of a hungry man 
plodding down the street with his sole possession in his 

hand: a piece of bread that he had been given the night before. 
He was saving it for that moment when he could no longer 
bear his hunger. He sauntered past an eatery where some 
meatballs were being grilled. The cooking meat was so near 
and the smell so delicious that the man stopped and held his 
piece of bread over the meat to capture some of the smell. 

But as he started to eat the bread, the eatery owner demand-
ed payment for the smoked meat flavor. When the poor man 
said he had no money, the angry eatery owner seized him 
and took him away to see a judge. “This man was stealing the 
smell of my meat without asking permission,” the owner pro-
tested, “and I want you to make him pay me for it.” The judge 
quietly thought for a moment, then held up his purse in front 
of the owner and shook it. “What are you doing that for?” the 
eatery owner asked. The judge smiled and replied, “Don’t you 
understand? I am paying you! Surely the sound of money is 
fair payment for the smell of food!” 

The primary duty of judges is to hold people accountable 
for their actions and behaviors, regardless of the station in life 
of the one being judged. Yet even the actions of judges are to 
be judged by other “judges.” For no matter how high their 
position, all people must be held accountable by someone. 

1. Have you ever been in authority and been held 
accountable for your actions? Explain what happened.

2. Why is it important to hold those in authority 
accountable?

3. How and why might we ask someone to hold us 
accountable?
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Appointing Judges and Officials
Deuteronomy 16:18-20, KJV
18 Judges and officers shalt thou 

make thee in all thy gates, which the 
Lord thy God giveth thee, through-
out thy tribes: and they shall judge 
the people with just judgment.
19 Thou shalt not wrest judgment; 

thou shalt not respect persons, nei-
ther take a gift: for a gift doth blind 
the eyes of the wise, and pervert the 
words of the righteous.
20 That which is altogether just 

shalt thou follow, that thou mayest 
live, and inherit the land which the 
Lord thy God giveth thee.

In the chapters preceding this week’s lesson from 
Deuteronomy, Moses addressed issues that would concern the 
Israelites when they settled in the promised land. He empha-
sized that all Canaanite altars and idols were to be destroyed, 
and warned the Hebrews about the danger of being enticed by 
false religions (chaps. 12—13), discussed the regulations con-
cerning clean and unclean food (chap. 14) and the year for can-
celing debts and releasing slaves (chap. 15). He spoke about 
celebrating the feasts of Passover, Weeks, and Tabernacles 
(16:1-17). Then, verses 18-20 dealt with the appointment of 
“judges and officials” (vs. 18) in all the cities of Canaan. These 
religious leaders and civil servants were to administer deci-
sions involving legal matters with equity and integrity. 

Deuteronomy 16:19 highlights the tendency for magistrates 
to twist the judicial process to their benefit. A primary way of 
doing so was by favoring one individual or group (such as the 
wealthy) and disfavoring another individual or group (such 
as the marginalized). The law denounced this perversion of 
justice, especially when the privileged party was in the wrong. 

Verse 19 goes further by prohibiting the receiving and tak-
ing of a “gift” (KJV) when deciding legal matters. The reason 

Deuteronomy 16:18-20, NIV
 18Appoint judges and offi-

cials for each of your tribes in 
every town the Lord your God 
is giving you, and they shall 
judge the people fairly. 19Do 
not pervert justice or show par-
tiality. Do not accept a bribe, 
for a bribe blinds the eyes of 
the wise and twists the words 
of the innocent. 20Follow justice 
and justice alone, so that you 
may live and possess the land 
the Lord your God is giving 
you.
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is that the acceptance of a “bribe” (NIV) impaired the ability of 
the “wise” to think and act prudently. Likewise, the infusion 
of bribery into the judicial process undermined the testimony 
provided by the “innocent.” In such cases, the wicked rich 
were able to exploit the system.

The preceding observation explains the reason for the 
emphatic statement in verse 20, which literally is rendered, 
“justice, justice.” The implication is that Israel’s courts left no 
room for an adulterated legal system. Put differently, it was to 
remain objective and impartial in its rulings. If God’s people 
wanted to dwell and flourish in the land He gave them as an 
inheritance, they had to make pure “justice” a foremost priori-
ty. The Lord would accept nothing less than this upright moral 
standard.

4. How were legal disputes settled among God’s people?

5. What sort of legal system was supposed to exist among 
the Israelites?

6. What incentive did God’s people have to maintain a 
“just” (Deut. 16:20, KJV) society?

Deciding Difficult Cases
Deuteronomy 17:8-13, KJV
8 If there arise a matter too hard for thee 

in judgment, between blood and blood, 
between plea and plea, and between 
stroke and stroke, being matters of con-
troversy within thy gates: then shalt 
thou arise, and get thee up into the place 
which the Lord thy God shall choose;
9 And thou shalt come unto the priests 

the Levites, and unto the judge that 
shall be in those days, and enquire; and 
they shall shew thee the sentence of 
judgment:
10 And thou shalt do according to the 

sentence, which they of that place which 

Deuteronomy 17:8-13, NIV
 8If cases come before 

your courts that are too 
difficult for you to judge—
whether bloodshed, law-
suits or assaults—take 
them to the place the Lord 
your God will choose. 9Go 
to the Levitical priests 
and to the judge who is in 
office at that time. Inquire 
of them and they will give 
you the verdict. 10You must 
act according to the deci-
sions they give you at the 
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the Lord shall choose shall shew thee; 
and thou shalt observe to do according 
to all that they inform thee:
11 According to the sentence of the law 

which they shall teach thee, and accord-
ing to the judgment which they shall 
tell thee, thou shalt do: thou shalt not 
decline from the sentence which they 
shall shew thee, to the right hand, nor 
to the left.
12 And the man that will do presump-

tuously, and will not hearken unto the 
priest that standeth to minister there 
before the Lord thy God, or unto the 
judge, even that man shall die: and thou 
shalt put away the evil from Israel.
13 And all the people shall hear, and 

fear, and do no more presumptuously.

About four decades earlier, soon after Israel’s exodus from 
Egypt, Moses’ father-in-law Jethro, watched Moses acting as 
a judge over all God’s people. Each day, there was so many 
individuals making inquiries that Moses had time for little 
else. His father-in-law advised him to delegate some of his 
responsibilities to trustworthy, God-fearing individuals. 
This would leave only the most complex cases for Moses to 
arbitrate (Exod. 18:13-27).

The above incident forms the conceptual backdrop for the 
directives recorded in Deuteronomy 17:8-13. Three kinds of 
episodes that were “too difficult” (vs. 8) to be resolved in 
local Israelite “courts” involved homicides, legal claims, and 
“assaults.” Instead of handling these controversial matters 
at the village gate or town square, they were to be taken to a 
higher court of authority, whether it was the nearest Levitical 
city or the central sanctuary.

At such a divinely-designated spot, the contentious cases 
would be resolved by the “Levitical priests” (vs. 9), who had 
a deep understanding of the law of Moses, along with the 

place the Lord will choose. 
Be careful to do everything 
they instruct you to do. 11Act 
according to whatever they 
teach you and the decisions 
they give you. Do not turn 
aside from what they tell 
you, to the right or to the 
left. 12Anyone who shows 
contempt for the judge or for 
the priest who stands minis-
tering there to the Lord your 
God is to be put to death. 
You must purge the evil 
from Israel. 13All the people 
will hear and be afraid, and 
will not be contemptuous 
again.

KJV NIV



L e s s o n  8  f o r  J a n u a r y  2 3  •  P a g e  5 8

presiding “judge.” Their job was to weigh all the evidence, 
listen to all the witnesses, consult with their peers, and render 
a just verdict. Perhaps the more challenging part of the judicial 
process would be adhering exactly to the sentence given by 
the public officials.

The initial part of verse 11 is literally rendered “according 
to the mouth of the law.” This expression shows that the legal 
code that God gave Moses signified more than just an assort-
ment of commands. Just as important was the fact that it had 
a teaching function, in which God’s people were instructed to 
behave in a certain way. 

So, when it came to judicial verdicts, the Israelites were to 
follow through on the decisions the court pronounced. God’s 
people could not threaten the social order by unilaterally 
omitting or modifying parts of the verdict they did not like. 
Metaphorically speaking, it would be comparable to turning 
aside from the path of justice, regardless of whether the devia-
tion was to the right or the left.

If the sentence being imposed was not faithfully and fully 
carried out, the violators faced the prospect of being executed. 
This harsh outcome reflected the fact that the transgressors 
had flouted the ruling of the judge or the priest. These officials 
were representing God’s will in the judicial proceedings. 

In a sense, then, defying a court ruling over crimes involv-
ing murder, manslaughter, and different kinds of physical 
injury, signified outright rebellion against God. Such crimes 
called for capital punishment, which, when undertaken, 
served to “purge” the presence of wickedness from the nation. 
News of a fellow Israelite being put to death would circulate 
far and wide, and God’s people would become “afraid” (vs. 
13) to ever behave in a “contemptuous” manner again.

7. Who did God say was to decide “difficult” (vs. 8) legal 
cases?

8. In what way were the Israelites supposed to respond to 
the decisions the Levitical priests made?

9. What was the penalty for flouting what a court official 
decided?
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Accountable to God and Man 
This portion of the law—or Torah, a way of life—guides 

God’s children on how to live in an upright manner. Moses’ 
instructions for the appointed judges and officials also applied 
to the people for everyday living. Either way, whether officials 
followed specific practices or the people applied the principles 
personally, God’s Word leads to a path of righteousness.

Community leaders were to show impartiality and integrity 
in their dealings with the people, instead of taking bribes or 
otherwise twisting justice in a certain party’s favor. God gave 
the people the land as their inheritance, and He expected them 
to maintain an upright and moral standard of justice. 

The legal system God set up included appointed judges and 
officials from throughout the nation of Israel. Along with other 
duties, they resolved disputes among the people. God is our 
perfect model of impartiality—He shows no favoritism at all.

Moses instructed the judges as well as the people. Cases that 
were “too difficult” to solve at the local level should be taken 
to a higher court of authority. Such cases included murder, 
assaults, and lawsuits. The process was similar to our judicial 
system today—weighing evidence, listening to witnesses, and 
pronouncing a just verdict. In turn, the judges were to carry 
out their sentence exactly, following the path of justice. 

The appointed judges represented God’s will; therefore, 
those who defied court rulings were also rebelling against 
God. Capital punishment for refusal to obey a court order 
served to “purge” evil from the nation. As news of one exe-
cuted for this reason circulated, it served as a warning for the 
people to fear acting in a contemptuous manner again.

10. In what ways do judges today hold people account-
able for their actions and behaviors?

11. Why is it important to carry out the directives from 
those in authority over us?

12. In what ways can we hold those in authority 
accountable?
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The Accountability Plan
God has placed certain officials in authority over others—a 

social order—that represent a path of justice. We should fol-
low directives given by those in authority, acting “according 
to whatever they teach you and the decisions they give you” 
(Deut. 17:11). However, we must be consistent and do our-
selves what we ask others to do because we are commanded 
to love, honor, and obey God.

 � Identify a person or persons who are in authority over you in 
some way, and someone you have authority over. In what ways do 
you expect those in authority over you to justify their actions or 
decisions? How do those things apply to you as well?  

KEY VERSE
Judges and officers shalt thou make thee in all thy gates, which 
the Lord thy God giveth thee, throughout thy tribes: and they 
shall judge the people with just judgment. 
 —Deuteronomy 16:18, KJV

Appoint judges and officials for each of your tribes in every town 
the Lord your God is giving you, and they shall judge the people 
fairly. —Deuteronomy 16:18, NIV

DAILY BIBLE READINGS
Week of January 24 through January 30
(See The Quiet Hour for devotionals on these passages.)
Mon. Psalm 140—God Executes Justice for the Poor. 
Tue. Deuteronomy 26:1-11—Remembering Our Marginalized Ancestors.
Wed. James 5:1-11—Woe to Those Who Mistreat Workers. 
Thu. Psalm 82—Justice for the Weak and Orphaned. 
Fri. Matthew 9:27-38—Jesus’ Compassion for the Helpless. 
Sat. Leviticus 19:32-37—Do Not Oppress the Alien. 
Sun. Deuteronomy 24:10-21—Justice for the Poor. 



L E S S O N  9
F o r  J a n u a r y  3 0  •  P a g e  6 1

LESSON FOCUS: Provide for the foreigner, the fatherless, and the widow.

Justice and the Marginalized

While driving the Kentucky backroads on his way to a 
conference, Nathaniel slowed as he passed a group 

of migrant workers. The seven men looked as though they 
were getting ready for a lunchtime break. The noonday 
August sun was bearing down as they sat leaning against an 
aluminum bunkhouse. They looked tired and weary as they 
removed their caps and wiped the sweat from their foreheads. 
Nathaniel imagined that they missed their family and friends 
back home in Mexico.

This vision of them kept playing over and again in 
Nathaniel’s mind as he continued a couple of miles up the 
road. He mentally debated if he should do something to 
help. Maybe I should stop at a store and get them some lunchmeat 
and bread for sandwiches, he thought. Then it occurred to him, 
Surely the farmer who hired them is bringing them lunch. 
They may be already eating by now.

He had about decided to drive on when a grocery store sud-
denly appeared on the right of the road just beyond a copse of 
trees. “There’s a store,” it seemed as though the Lord spoke to 
his soul. “Why don’t you go in and get them some lunch?”

As he pulled the box of foodstuffs out of his car, the seven 
men were on their feet and all smiles. In broken English, the 
foreman thanked him and explained that the farmer took his 
wife to the hospital so there was no food today. “Muchas  
gracias, senor!”

1. What part does the Holy Spirit play in showing us 
people who are in need?

2. Why do God’s people sometimes hesitate about helping 
those who might be neglected by society?

3. What are some ways we might provide for similar 
groups of people? 
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Maintaining Equitable Loans and Wages
Deuteronomy 24:10-15, KJV
10 When thou dost lend thy broth-

er any thing, thou shalt not go into 
his house to fetch his pledge.
11 Thou shalt stand abroad, and 

the man to whom thou dost lend 
shall bring out the pledge abroad 
unto thee.
12 And if the man be poor, thou 

shalt not sleep with his pledge:
13 In any case thou shalt deliver 

him the pledge again when the 
sun goeth down, that he may sleep 
in his own raiment, and bless thee: 
and it shall be righteousness unto 
thee before the Lord thy God.
14 Thou shalt not oppress an 

hired servant that is poor and 
needy, whether he be of thy breth-
ren, or of thy strangers that are in 
thy land within thy gates:
15 At his day thou shalt give him 

his hire, neither shall the sun go 
down upon it; for he is poor, and 
setteth his heart upon it: lest he 
cry against thee unto the Lord, and 
it be sin unto thee.

As Moses continued his address to a new generation of 
Israelites “in the wilderness east of the Jordan” (Deut. 1:1),  
he spoke on various issues such as atoning for unresolved 
murders, marrying captive women, acknowledging the rights 
of the firstborn, dealing with rebellious children, determining 
marriage violations, maintaining purity in public worship, 
respecting the property of others, and recognizing human 
dignity (21:1—24:9).

Moses then shifted his focus to the issue of promoting 

Deuteronomy 24:10-15, NIV
 10When you make a loan of any 

kind to your neighbor, do not go 
into their house to get what is 
offered to you as a pledge. 11Stay 
outside and let the neighbor to 
whom you are making the loan 
bring the pledge out to you. 12If 
the neighbor is poor, do not go to 
sleep with their pledge in your 
possession. 13Return their cloak 
by sunset so that your neighbor 
may sleep in it. Then they will 
thank you, and it will be regard-
ed as a righteous act in the sight 
of the Lord your God.

 14Do not take advantage of a 
hired worker who is poor and 
needy, whether that worker is 
a fellow Israelite or a foreigner 
residing in one of your towns. 
15Pay them their wages each 
day before sunset, because they 
are poor and are counting on it. 
Otherwise they may cry to the 
Lord against you, and you will 
be guilty of sin.
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equitable loans and wages. In the ancient Middle East, social 
values and norms were quite different from those in Western 
culture today. For instance, an emphasis was placed on honor 
versus shame between people and the ideas of acceptance ver-
sus rejection, as well as inclusion versus shunning.

Those ideas help clarify Moses’ instructions to the Israelites 
about making various kinds of loans to a “neighbor” (vs. 10). 
It would be a social disgrace for the lender to barge into the 
private home of the borrower to retrieve the item given as 
a “pledge.” Instead of shaming the borrower that way, the 
lender was to remain outside (vs. 11) and let the borrower 
bring out what was offered as collateral for the debt.

For the poor, the most likely item offered as a “pledge” (vs. 
12) of repayment would be their “cloak” (vs. 13). They would 
use this outer garment as a covering to keep themselves warm 
at night while sleeping. For this reason, the law required 
the lender to return the borrower’s mantle at sundown. In 
turn, the borrower would bless (KJV) the lender for being so 
thoughtful and generous. Likewise, the Lord would consider 
this humane deed to be a “righteous act” (NIV).

Verse 14 gives regard to day laborers who were destitute. 
The legal code prohibited the wealthy from exploiting and 
abusing them. It did not matter whether the hired worker was 
a “fellow Israelite” or one of the resident “foreigners” living in 
the promised land. Each day, before sunset, the wealthy were to 
pay day laborers the wages (vs. 15) they earned.

Moses reiterated that these workers were so financially 
distressed that they could not afford to skip a day’s worth 
of earnings. After all, they depended on their most recent 
earnings to buy food for their families. So, for a landowner to 
deprive laborers of their “wages” would displease God. If the 
oppressed cried out to God for justice, He would regard the 
landowner as being “guilty” of sinning against these workers.

4. What restriction was placed on the collection of debts?

5. How could making loans with the poor remain 
equitable?

6. When were wages to be paid to laborers?



L e s s o n  9  f o r  J a n u a r y  3 0  •  P a g e  6 4

Promoting Justice and Generosity 
throughout Society
Deuteronomy 24:16-21, KJV
16 The fathers shall not be put to 

death for the children, neither shall 
the children be put to death for the 
fathers: every man shall be put to 
death for his own sin.
17 Thou shalt not pervert the 

judgment of the stranger, nor of 
the fatherless; nor take a widow’s 
raiment to pledge:
18 But thou shalt remember that 

thou wast a bondman in Egypt, and 
the Lord thy God redeemed thee 
thence: therefore I command thee to 
do this thing.
19 When thou cuttest down thine 

harvest in thy field, and hast forgot 
a sheaf in the field, thou shalt not go 
again to fetch it: it shall be for the 
stranger, for the fatherless, and for 
the widow: that the Lord thy God 
may bless thee in all the work of 
thine hands.
20 When thou beatest thine olive 

tree, thou shalt not go over the 
boughs again: it shall be for the 
stranger, for the fatherless, and for 
the widow.
21 When thou gatherest the grapes of 

thy vineyard, thou shalt not glean it 
afterward: it shall be for the stranger, 
for the fatherless, and for the widow.

The law of Moses made provision for bringing people to jus-
tice who were guilty of capital offenses. That said, it would be 

Deuteronomy 24:16-21, NIV
 16Parents are not to be put 

to death for their children, nor 
children put to death for their 
parents; each will die for their 
own sin.

 17Do not deprive the for-
eigner or the fatherless of 
justice, or take the cloak 
of the widow as a pledge. 
18Remember that you were 
slaves in Egypt and the Lord 
your God redeemed you from 
there. That is why I command 
you to do this.

 19When you are harvesting 
in your field and you overlook 
a sheaf, do not go back to get 
it. Leave it for the foreigner, 
the fatherless and the widow, 
so that the Lord your God may 
bless you in all the work of 
your hands. 20When you beat 
the olives from your trees, do 
not go over the branches a sec-
ond time. Leave what remains 
for the foreigner, the father-
less and the widow. 21When 
you harvest the grapes in 
your vineyard, do not go over 
the vines again. Leave what 
remains for the foreigner, the 
fatherless and the widow.
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a grave injustice for parents to be given the death penalty for 
crimes committed by their children. Similarly, the legal code 
that God gave Moses prohibited children from being executed 
for the offenses committed by their parents. In short, every 
person was to be put to death “for their own sin” (vs. 16).

Resident foreigners, along with orphans, deserved to be 
treated in an equitable manner. The law of Moses did not 
leave any room for the perversion of justice (vs. 17) in Israel. 
Even the confiscation of a widow’s garment as collateral 
for a “pledge” was banned. Otherwise, she would not have 
any protective clothing to shield her from the elements. 
The Israelites’ incentive for treating others in a humane and 
considerate manner was their time of slavery in Egypt. It 
was only when the Lord “redeemed” (vs. 18) His people 
from bondage that they experienced true relief from being 
oppressed.

Moreover, generosity of spirit toward non-Israelites, 
orphans, and widows applied to wealthy landowners. For 
instance, bundles of grain overlooked in a field during har-
vesting were to be left for the poor. Likewise, when fruit 
was knocked down from olive trees, whatever remained in 
the “branches” (vs. 20) was to be left for the impoverished. 
Unharvested grapes in the vineyard were left for the poor.

In all these situations, the motivation for being generous 
included God’s pledge to “bless” (vs. 19) His kindhearted and 
compassionate people. After all, ancient Israel did not have 
any government welfare programs commonly found today in 
many developed countries. Out of gratitude, then, for what the 
Lord had done, wealthy landowners could afford to be gener-
ous to those who are not as well off in society.

7. What restriction was placed on capital punishment?

8. What motivation did the Lord provide His people to be 
just in their actions?

9. In what ways were the Israelites to be generous when 
they harvested their crops?
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Living Generously
Moses encouraged the people to reflect on their bondage 

and redemption from oppression in Egypt as motivation for 
treating others in a humane and considerate manner. The 
Israelites were to show compassion and generosity to margin-
alized people in their communities out of gratitude for what 
God had done for them when He rescued the nation from 
slavery. God’s infinite love and boundless grace provides a 
model for His people to treat others with justice and kindness.

Today, it’s not unusual to view certain groups of people 
through the lens of prejudice, or based on our opinions instead 
of fact. We may have preconceived notions about what for-
eigners, orphans, and widows do or do not need. Often we 
allow other people to shape our beliefs and actions regarding 
people who have a different background or fewer material 
possessions than we do. 

We talk a lot about justice for foreigners and immigrants, 
but far less about what we need to do for widows and 
orphans. They are as much at the bottom of the totem pole 
now as they were in Jesus’ day.

These Scriptures point out the importance of viewing those 
on the edge of society with God’s point of view. God is in the 
business of rescuing people, whether from physical or spiri-
tual bondage, oppression, or poverty. He calls us to remember 
with gratitude how He has delivered us from our past. As 
Christ’s hands and feet here on earth, we are called to provide 
from God’s abundance to meet the needs of those around us.

10. Which people are on the fringes of society today? 

11. Why might we find it difficult to offer these groups 
equity and integrity?

12. What can we do to treat immigrants, orphans, and 
widows with equity, respect, and honor?

13. Describe a time when God showed compassion and 
generosity to you and how you can reflect that in your inter-
actions with others.
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Meeting the Need
What Moses said about helping foreigners, orphans, and 

widows applies to our time as well. Jesus said the new 
covenant does not abolish the Old Testament law but fulfills 
it (Matt. 5:17). Taking care of orphans and widows in our 
communities is a critical need today.

 � Discuss how you would finish each sentence below. Share your 
answers to remind you of action steps you can take this week. 
Foreigners in our community include _____. This group of people 
needs _____. 
Widows in our community need _____. One way to meet this 
need would be to _____. 
The fatherless in our community need _____. We can help meet 
this need by _____.

KEY VERSE
But thou shalt remember that thou wast a bondman in Egypt, and 
the Lord thy God redeemed thee thence: therefore I command 
thee to do this thing. —Deuteronomy 24:18, KJV

Remember that you were slaves in Egypt and the Lord your God 
redeemed you from there. That is why I command you to do this.
 —Deuteronomy 24:18, NIV

DAILY BIBLE READINGS
Week of January 31 through February 6
(See The Quiet Hour for devotionals on these passages.)
Mon. 2 Samuel 11:1-13—David’s Sin with Bathsheba. 
Tue. 2 Samuel 11:14-27—Murder of Bathsheba’s Husband. 
Wed. 1 John 1:5-10—Walk in the Light. 
Thu. Psalm 51:1-14—Create in Me a Clean Heart. 
Fri. Psalm 32—Redemption through Repentance. 
Sat. 1 John 2:1-11—Christ, the Sacrifice for Our Sins. 
Sun. 2 Samuel 12:1-9, 13-15—Nathan Tells a Pointed Parable.
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LESSON FOCUS: Challenge injustice when you encounter it. 

Nathan Condemns David

Julia and Kaitlin attend the same high school. Julia is athletic 
and is a gymnast and captain of the cheerleading squad. 

Kaitlin is rather frail and has never played any sports. Julia is 
outgoing and popular. Kaitlin is shy and mostly overlooked 
by her peers. Julia is both headstrong and confident. Kaitlin is 
both yielding and timid. Julia has a broad circle of friends, and 
everyone in school knows who she is. Kaitlin has a miniscule 
circle of friends made up of other “misfits.”  
   One morning as she was walking into school, Julia saw a 
group of students standing in a circle joking and laughing 
about what was happening in front of them. Getting closer, 
she heard a scream that was almost immediately muffled out. 
She ran and pushed her way through the group to get to the 
middle of what was going on: Kaitlin was being held down by 
a bigger, stronger girl; every time she tried to scream for help 
the other girl shoved her face into the ground.

Julia grabbed the back of the girl’s shirt, pulled her off of 
Kaitlin, and practically slung her into the crowd of onlookers. 
Giving them all a piercing look, she yelled, “Why didn’t any of 
you idiots step in to stop this?” Then she lifted Kaitlin to her 
feet and accompanied her to the bathroom where she helped 
her get cleaned up. 

The day after that, Julia made a point of finding Kaitlin to 
check on how she was doing. The day after that, Julia asked 
her if she was going to be at the basketball game on Friday 
night. And after the game, Julia asked her if she would like to 
attend church with her on Sunday. 

1. What types of injustices have you seen?

2. Have you stopped anyone from suffering an injustice?

3. What should a Christian’s response to injustice be?
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A Tale of Injustice 
2 Samuel 12:1-4, KJV 
1 And the Lord sent Nathan unto 

David. And he came unto him, and 
said unto him, There were two men 
in one city; the one rich, and the 
other poor.
2 The rich man had exceeding 

many flocks and herds:
3 But the poor man had nothing, 

save one little ewe lamb, which he 
had bought and nourished up: and 
it grew up together with him, and 
with his children; it did eat of his 
own meat, and drank of his own 
cup, and lay in his bosom, and was 
unto him as a daughter.
4 And there came a traveller unto 

the rich man, and he spared to 
take of his own flock and of his 
own herd, to dress for the wayfar-
ing man that was come unto him; 
but took the poor man’s lamb, and 
dressed it for the man that was 
come to him.

David had sinned by intentionally having a man killed and 
then taking his wife. Bathsheba was now David’s wife, but the 
consequences of the affair were far from over. The Lord would 
bring judgment on David for what He had done.

The prophet Nathan had been with David a long time and 
knew the king well. But Nathan was no fool either. David 
could have Nathan executed for condemning the adultery. 

So Nathan decided to take a different approach with David. 
The prophet devised a fictional parable that the king would 
believe was true, but one that would expose the darkness of 
the king’s soul. 

The characters in Nathan’s story were two men, one rich, 

2 Samuel 12:1-4, NIV 
 1The Lord sent Nathan to 

David. When he came to him, he 
said, “There were two men in a 
certain town, one rich and the 
other poor. 2The rich man had a 
very large number of sheep and 
cattle, 3but the poor man had 
nothing except one little ewe 
lamb he had bought. He raised 
it, and it grew up with him and 
his children. It shared his food, 
drank from his cup and even 
slept in his arms. It was like a 
daughter to him.

 4“Now a traveler came to 
the rich man, but the rich man 
refrained from taking one of his 
own sheep or cattle to prepare 
a meal for the traveler who had 
come to him. Instead, he took the 
ewe lamb that belonged to the 
poor man and prepared it for the 
one who had come to him.”
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one very poor. The rich man had hundreds if not thousands 
of sheep, in addition to abundant cattle. The poor man had 
nothing more than a little lamb he had bought with his hard 
earned money. He allowed it to grow up with his children. 
More than likely this lamb had become a family pet that 
they would never even consider eating or even sacrificing. 
However when the rich man welcomed a guest to his home, 
he did not take from the surplus of his livestock, but snatched 
away the young lamb from the poor man and his family, and 
then served that meat to his guest. 

Little did David know, but the shrewd prophet was using 
this parable to set the king up for self-condemnation.

4. Why did Nathan take the route of telling David a par-
able in order to expose the king’s wrongdoing? 

5. What injustice did Nathan’s story portray that also 
reflected the king’s immoral behavior? 

You Are the Man!
2 Samuel 12:5-9, KJV 
5 And David’s anger was greatly 

kindled against the man; and he said 
to Nathan, As the Lord liveth, the 
man that hath done this thing shall 
surely die:
6 And he shall restore the lamb 

fourfold, because he did this thing, 
and because he had no pity.
7 And Nathan said to David, Thou 

art the man. Thus saith the Lord 
God of Israel, I anointed thee king 
over Israel, and I delivered thee out 
of the hand of Saul;
8 And I gave thee thy master’s 

house, and thy master’s wives into 
thy bosom, and gave thee the house 
of Israel and of Judah; and if that 

2 Samuel 12:5-9, NIV 
 5David burned with anger 

against the man and said to 
Nathan, “As surely as the Lord 
lives, the man who did this 
must die! 6He must pay for that 
lamb four times over, because 
he did such a thing and had no 
pity.”

 7Then Nathan said to David, 
“You are the man! This is what 
the Lord, the God of Israel, 
says: ‘I anointed you king over 
Israel, and I delivered you from 
the hand of Saul. 8I gave your 
master’s house to you, and 
your master’s wives into your 
arms. I gave you all Israel and 
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had been too little, I would more-
over have given unto thee such and 
such things.
9 Wherefore hast thou despised the 

commandment of the Lord, to do 
evil in his sight? thou hast killed 
Uriah the Hittite with the sword, 
and hast taken his wife to be thy 
wife, and hast slain him with the 
sword of the children of Ammon.

David’s reaction to Nathan’s fictional story was one of fury 
and outrage. Why would David get so upset about a relatively 
minor infraction of one powerful man against another? What 
seemed to bother David so much was the apparent imbalance 
of power behind this particular injustice. The poor man had no 
recourse, no way to hold this man accountable. To take advan-
tage of such a powerless individual was a deep moral and 
egregious outrage in the heart of the king.

But after saying the wealthy man should die, the king 
seemed to backtrack a little bit. Instead of paying with his life, 
the wealthy man needed to compensate the poor man for the 
lamb four times over, perhaps alluding to what the law said 
about compensation for a loss.

But the prophet Nathan shocked David when he said “You 
are the man!” David was guilty of the very thing for which he 
has condemned the fictional wealthy man. 

Nathan summarized everything that God had done for 
David. God not only saved David from Saul, but gave David 
what Saul had accumulated, even his wives. If David had 
asked for more, the Lord would have willingly given it to him. 
However, the king, in his arrogance and power, saw himself 
as being above the law and violated the wife of another man. 
Of course, the Lord considered this inexcusable.

6. What infuriated David about the wealthy man’s 
actions? 

7. What did God point out to David? 

Judah. And if all this had been 
too little, I would have given 
you even more. 9Why did you 
despise the word of the Lord 
by doing what is evil in his 
eyes? You struck down Uriah 
the Hittite with the sword and 
took his wife to be your own. 
You killed him with the sword 
of the Ammonites.”

KJV NIV
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Confession and Repentance
2 Samuel 12:13-15, KJV 
13 And David said unto Nathan, I 

have sinned against the Lord. And 
Nathan said unto David, The Lord 
also hath put away thy sin; thou 
shalt not die.
14 Howbeit, because by this deed 

thou hast given great occasion to the 
enemies of the Lord to blaspheme, 
the child also that is born unto thee 
shall surely die.
15 And Nathan departed unto his 

house. And the Lord struck the child 
that Uriah’s wife bare unto David, 
and it was very sick.

Once the true intentions of Nathan had been revealed, 
David repented immediately. He realized that he had just 
spelled out his own condemnation. Instead of justifying his 
actions as an all-powerful king, David humbled himself and 
said that he had sinned against the Lord. 

But the Lord made it absolutely clear through the prophet 
Nathan what David had done. Not only had he taken a little 
lamb from a faithful and loyal soldier, but when he failed to 
cover up the consequences of his horrible behavior, he had the 
woman’s husband killed. The Lord tells David that he even 
used his enemies to take the life of this faithful man and soldier. 
The king did not even have the courage to do it himself.

The end of this tragic story does result in David’s 
redemption, but at great cost. The child that was born to 
David and Bathsheba died shortly after he was born. 

8. What was David’s immediate response to Nathan’s 
“revelation” here? 

9. What would be the severe consequence of David’s sin, 
even though the Lord had forgiven him?

2 Samuel 12:13-15, NIV 
 13Then David said to Nathan, 

“I have sinned against the 
Lord.”
 Nathan replied, “The Lord 

has taken away your sin. You 
are not going to die. 14But 
because by doing this you have 
shown utter contempt for the 
Lord, the son born to you will 
die.”

 15After Nathan had gone 
home, the Lord struck the child 
that Uriah’s wife had borne to 
David, and he became ill.
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The Black Church Confronts Injustice
The black church has been a tower of strength and a light-

house for the black community since the time the United 
States was founded. The first black church began as a chal-
lenge to the injustice of discrimination when Absalom Jones 
and Richard Allen courageously refused to sit at the back of a 
church in Philadelphia that they had helped start and grow. 

Women such as Jarena Lee also blazed a trail for black 
women and their rights. Lee met Allen, who at first would 
not let her in the pulpit, but later was convinced by the Holy 
Spirit to authorize her to preach. Lee challenged the church 
and its stand against women preaching and the negative view 
of black women in society, where they were thought to be fit 
only for serving and scrubbing floors. Black pastors such as 
the Rev. Jermain Wesley Loguen not only preached against 
slavery before the Civil War, but he also helped slaves escape 
via the Underground Railroad.

The Civil War and the 13th Amendment ended slavery, but 
the black church still had to fight for equal rights for everyone. 
During the Civil Rights era, the church was the hub to get 
your marching orders for the next organized march or protest 
against racist Jim Crow laws. Ministers such as Rev. Martin 
Luther King, Jr., led the way like a new Moses. Rev. King said, 
“Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere.” 

Today, the church continues to be that anchor in the com-
munity and its saving grace. Currently, many black churches 
provide food drives, polling places, after-school childcare, and 
other pertinent services for the community while continuing to 
fight against injustice. Churches want to call for the powerful 
in society to bring equality and justice to all people. 

10. Why does injustice linger even after people have 
pointed it out?

11. What are at least three things you need to be an effec-
tive challenger of injustices?

12. Why should the Church be the first to stand up against 
injustices?
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Take the Challenge
It is a lot easier to turn the other way when we see or expe-

rience an injustice. It is often believed that someone else is 
more qualified, stronger, or just better suited for the risk. 
South African Anglican cleric and Nobel Peace Prize recipient 
Desmond Tutu said, “If you are neutral in situations of injus-
tice, you have chosen the side of the oppressor.” If you are 
neutral about injustice, it is time to change. It’s time to take the 
challenge to confront injustice in all levels of society. Jesus did.

 � Pray about an injustice you have encountered that still needs 
to change. Ask God to help you act immediately and responsively 
to the injustice in a way that glorifies Him. 

 

KEY VERSE
And Nathan said to David, Thou art the man. 
 —2 Samuel 12:7a, KJV

Then Nathan said to David, “You are the man!” 
 —2 Samuel 12:7a, NIV

DAILY BIBLE READINGS
Week of February 7 through February 13
(See The Quiet Hour for devotionals on these passages.)
Mon. Psalm 19—God’s Law Is Perfect.
Tue. Joshua 1:1-9—Meditate Continuously on the Law. 
Wed. 1 John 3:18-24—Obey God’s Commandments. 
Thu. Psalm 119:1-16—Teach Me Your Statutes. 
Fri. Psalm 119:97-112—How I Love Your Law! 
Sat. Ezra 7:11-22—The King’s Letter to Ezra. 
Sun. Ezra 7:1-10, 23-26—Ezra Leads the Exiles Home.
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LESSON FOCUS: God’s Word should guide whatever we do.

Ezra Seeks God’s Law

At precisely 4:00 every morning, Laura rolls out of bed, 
drapes on a robe, and eagerly meanders to a closet space 

where she has placed a simple desk and chair. Atop the desk 
are minimal items: her study Bible, a yellow highlighter, 
a notebook, and three colored pens. Though many of her 
friends think it’s ludicrous to be up that early practicing such 
a custom, Laura says it is her favorite time of the day. For an 
hour-and-a-half, she studies and prays and takes notes. Only 
then does she get dressed and drive 30 minutes to the high 
school where she teaches English. But God’s Word has already 
provided the guidance she needs for the whole day. 

Steve too is up well before sunrise every day. On his com-
puter,  he opens two apps side-by-side on his screen. One is a 
daily Bible reading devotional; the other is his calendar. This 
accountant prepares for the business he’ll conduct and the 
people he’ll meet based on what he reads and records on these 
two apps. That way, God’s Word has already provided the 
guidance he needs for the whole day.

Denise knows the day ahead is going to be a difficult 
one. After preparing and serving breakfast and helping her 
disabled husband to settle in, she will drive across town to 
a nursing home where she will spend hours feeding, talk-
ing to, and caring for her father suffering with dementia. 
Nonetheless, she starts her day with Bible reading and prayer 
for guidance. 

1. Finish this sentence: “I usually go to _____ for guidance 
about life.”

2. How often do you go to the Bible for guidance about 
your life?

3. Which Scriptures have helped you make decisions about 
your life?
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A Family Tree
Ezra 7:1-7, KJV 
1 Now after these things, in the 

reign of Artaxerxes king of Persia, 
Ezra the son of Seraiah, the son of 
Azariah, the son of Hilkiah,
2 The son of Shallum, the son of 

Zadok, the son of Ahitub,
3 The son of Amariah, the son of 

A7zariah, the son of Meraioth,
4 The son of Zerahiah, the son of 

Uzzi, the son of Bukki,
5 The son of Abishua, the son of 

Phinehas, the son of Eleazar, the 
son of Aaron the chief priest:
6 This Ezra went up from Babylon; 

and he was a ready scribe in the 
law of Moses, which the Lord God 
of Israel had given: and the king 
granted him all his request, accord-
ing to the hand of the Lord his God 
upon him.
7 And there went up some of 

the children of Israel, and of the 
priests, and the Levites, and the 
singers, and the porters, and the 
Nethinims, unto Jerusalem, in the 
seventh year of Artaxerxes the king.

Ezra 1—6 describes the return of the Jews to Jerusalem after 
70 years of exile. While life in exile was initially very hard for 
the Jews, they had become quite accustomed to the Babylonian 
way of living. Very little was left of the old ways, and there 
was essentially nothing left in Judah for which to return. 

Everything changed when Persia conquered Babylon. The 
Persian Empire believed that if people retain their identities, 
they were more likely to be compliant to Persian laws, and less 
prone to rebellion. 

Ezra 7:1-7, NIV 
 1After these things, during 

the reign of Artaxerxes king 
of Persia, Ezra son of Seraiah, 
the son of Azariah, the son of 
Hilkiah, 2the son of Shallum, the 
son of Zadok, the son of Ahitub, 
3the son of Amariah, the son of 
Azariah, the son of Meraioth, 
4the son of Zerahiah, the son of 
Uzzi, the son of Bukki, 5the son 
of Abishua, the son of Phinehas, 
the son of Eleazar, the son of 
Aaron the chief priest— 6this 
Ezra came up from Babylon. 
He was a teacher well versed 
in the Law of Moses, which the 
Lord, the God of Israel, had 
given. The king had granted 
him everything he asked, for the 
hand of the Lord his God was 
on him. 7Some of the Israelites, 
including priests, Levites, 
musicians, gatekeepers and 
temple servants, also came up to 
Jerusalem in the seventh year of 
King Artaxerxes.
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So Cyrus, the king of Persia, declared that Jerusalem should 
be rebuilt, and the temple reconstructed. While many of the 
Jews had become accustomed to life in exile, some, like Ezra, 
wanted to return to Jerusalem to see the temple rebuilt. And 
so, with the full support and resources of the Persian kings, the 
attempt to rebuild Jerusalem had begun.

Ezra had a long and detailed genealogy, dating all the 
way back to Aaron. Like Daniel, Ezra had not abandoned 
the faith but remained immersed in the Scriptures. Because 
of his reputation of the knowledge of the law of Moses, King 
Artaxerxes established him as a teacher who could revive the 
temple practices and teach the people—so that they could regain 
their identity as a chosen people of God. The king granted Ezra 
everything he needed, as well as priests, Levites, musicians, 
gatekeepers, and temple servants who would be able to restore 
the temple practices under the protective arm of the king. 

4. Why was Ezra qualified to be a priest and teacher? 

5. Why did Ezra need the king’s blessing and support in 
order to succeed? 

A Successful Journey 
Ezra 7:8-10, KJV 
8 And he came to Jerusalem in 

the fifth month, which was in the 
seventh year of the king.
9 For upon the first day of the 

first month began he to go up from 
Babylon, and on the first day of the 
fifth month came he to Jerusalem, 
according to the good hand of his 
God upon him.
10 For Ezra had prepared his heart 

to seek the law of the Lord, and to 
do it, and to teach in Israel statutes 
and judgments.

While the actual distance between Babylon and Jerusalem is 

Ezra 7:8-10, NIV 
 8Ezra arrived in Jerusalem in 

the fifth month of the seventh 
year of the king. 9He had begun 
his journey from Babylon on 
the first day of the first month, 
and he arrived in Jerusalem on 
the first day of the fifth month, 
for the gracious hand of his 
God was on him. 10For Ezra had 
devoted himself to the study 
and observance of the Law of 
the Lord, and to teaching its 
decrees and laws in Israel.
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about 500 miles, Ezra and his entourage would have traversed 
along the fertile crescent, going up along the Euphrates River 
and then south down into the destroyed capital of Israel. This 
would have added another 400 miles to the trip. The journey 
took about four months, They made it to Jerusalem safely 
because the Lord’s favor was upon the appointed scribe. 

Ezra’s personal preparation for this monumental task was 
three-fold: to study the law of Moses, to live by it, and then to 
teach it to others. Keep in mind that Ezra had to do this in a 
foreign land with no temple or ritual sacrifices to observe and 
copy. However, for the difficult situations that lay ahead of 
him, Ezra fully prepared his heart for the task by saturating 
his mind and soul with the revealed Word of God. 

6. How long did it take for Ezra and his entourage to com-
plete their journey? 

7. How would you describe Ezra’s passion for God’s Word? 

Ezra’s Marching Orders 
Ezra 7:23-26, KJV
23 Whatsoever is commanded 

by the God of heaven, let it be 
diligently done for the house of 
the God of heaven: for why should 
there be wrath against the realm of 
the king and his sons?
24 Also we certify you, that 

touching any of the priests 
and Levites, singers, porters, 
Nethinims, or ministers of this 
house of God, it shall not be 
lawful to impose toll, tribute, or 
custom, upon them.
25 And thou, Ezra, after the 

wisdom of thy God, that is in thine 
hand, set magistrates and judges, 
which may judge all the people 

Ezra 7:23-26, NIV
 “23Whatever the God of heav-

en has prescribed, let it be done 
with diligence for the temple of 
the God of heaven. Why should 
his wrath fall on the realm of the 
king and of his sons? 24You are 
also to know that you have no 
authority to impose taxes, tribute 
or duty on any of the priests, 
Levites, musicians, gatekeepers, 
temple servants or other workers 
at this house of God.
 25And you, Ezra, in accordance 

with the wisdom of your God, 
which you possess, appoint 
magistrates and judges to 
administer justice to all the 
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that are beyond the river, all such 
as know the laws of thy God; and 
teach ye them that know them not.
26 And whosoever will not do the 

law of thy God, and the law of the 
king, let judgment be executed 
speedily upon him, whether it 
be unto death, or to banishment, 
or to confiscation of goods, or to 
imprisonment.

   In addition to vast amounts of building materials, gold, silver, 
and even livestock to restore the temple practices, Artaxerxes 
gave Ezra broad sweeping authority to establish order and to 
administer justice (when needed). Granted, the king’s defer-
ence to “the God of heaven” (vs. 23) may have been merely for 
show. Even so, he attributed the coming success of the rebuild-
ing efforts to the God of Israel to avoid any “wrath.”

The king made it clear that those who worked in the 
temple, including the priests, Levites, musicians, gatekeepers, 
and temple servants, would not be obligated to pay taxes or 
tributes. Ezra, full of the wisdom of God, would ensure this 
and establish a judicial system to administer justice to all the 
people in this particular area. While he focused primarily 
on the Jews, those who lived within this area would also be 
subject to Ezra’s guidelines. Of course, for those who did not 
know the law of God, Ezra was to instruct them—which is the 
very thing he was most passionate about doing.

In the law of Moses, there were clearly spelled out 
consequences for not obeying the law. These consequences 
range from capital punishment to exclusion from the 
community, confiscation of property, mandatory restitution, 
and sometimes imprisonment. Artaxerxes’s admonitions 
reflected these guidelines from Moses, with which he was 
probably familiar. 

8. What did the king fear would happen if Ezra failed? 

9. Why did the king prohibit Ezra from taxing the temple 
workers?

people of Trans-Euphrates—all 
who know the laws of your God. 
And you are to teach any who do 
not know them. 26Whoever does 
not obey the law of your God 
and the law of the king must 
surely be punished by death, 
banishment, confiscation of 
property, or imprisonment.

KJV NIV
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Healing Words on the Wall
Adrienne got the worst news of her life that cold December 

night at the local hospital in Chicago.  Her support system was 
strong. Her mother, aunt, cousin, and spiritual mentor were all 
in the doctor’s office as he revealed the 27 lesions on her brain 
from her MRI report, which almost matched her 28 years on 
earth. He said without a doubt the lesions were cancerous, and 
she only had six months to live. Dr. Coleman advised, “Go 
home and enjoy your Christmas.” 

While everyone was wiping tears of sadness from their eyes, 
Adrienne was sitting in disbelief, thinking to herself, “Am I 
dreaming?” When she got home that night, she also thought to 
herself while in prayer that she would turn to the Scriptures. 
Her spiritual mentor said to search for verses on healing. 
Adrienne found 31 healing Scriptures, one for each day of the 
month. She wrote them out and put them on her bedroom 
wall so that she could see and read them throughout the day.  

As Adrienne read her verses daily, her faith increased. She 
believed God for a healing. The day arrived for her to get 
a biopsy of the lesions on her brain. Just before the biopsy 
procedure, the doctor requested another MRI. Once he got 
the new MRI, he called down to the operating room and told 
the nurse there would be no procedure because there were no 
more lesions on her brain. He said to send the patient home.  

The Word of God is not a mantra we can recite to get what 
we want—but it is powerful. It can lead us to physical and 
spiritual healing. It can point out our sins and then point us 
to God. It gives us God’s directions for how to live a life that 
is pleasing to Him and stay away from those things that will 
only lead to our ruin. 

10. Has reading Scripture ever led to something miracu-
lous happening to you? Explain your answer.

11. Are faith and Scripture interrelated when it comes to 
guidance and promises?

12. Why would Scripture sometimes be the last place we 
look for guidance?
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Rightly Divide the Word
“Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that 

needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth” 
(2 Tim. 2:15, KJV). You can only handle God’s Word with 
accuracy when you have studied His Word. The truth of His 
Word shows us the way to live a godly life that pleases Him 
rather than looking to the world for its hollow guidance.

 � Think of ways you can read and study the Bible more often. 
Write one or more of those here, then commit to reading Scripture 
more to find God’s guidance for any problems you are now 
having.

KEY VERSE
For Ezra had prepared his heart to seek the law of the Lord, and 
to do it, and to teach in Israel statutes and judgments. 
 —Ezra 7:10, KJV

For Ezra had devoted himself to the study and observance of the 
Law of the Lord, and to teaching its decrees and laws in Israel.
 —Ezra 7:10, NIV

DAILY BIBLE READINGS
Week of February 14 through February 20
(See The Quiet Hour for devotionals on these passages.)
Mon. Job 1:8-11, 13-22—Job Suffers. 
Tue. Habakkuk 1:12-17—Habakkuk Struggles to See Justice. 
Wed. 1 Peter 2:20-25—Suffering for Doing Right. 
Thu. Psalm 29—God Is in the Storm. 
Fri. Mark 14:32-42—Remove This Cup from Me. 
Sat. Job 38:1-11—God Speaks from the Whirlwind. 
Sun. Job 8:1-10, 20-22—God’s Justice Is Unfathomable. 
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LESSON FOCUS: Don’t unfairly blame the person suffering.

Bildad Misunderstands God’s 
Justice

There lurks in many of us an attitude of “I know why, and I 
can fix it for you.” We diagnose and prescribe. We have all 

the right answers. So, some of the most awful things can come 
out of our mouths. A lady visited my in-laws when my father-
in-law was sick and told my mother-in-law, “I can see death 
in his eyes.” (That was more than four years before he died.) 
Why must we presume to know that which only God knows?

As a pastor, I have heard and seen many appropriate—and 
inappropriate—words and actions at funerals. Some people 
don’t say a word, but just weep with the sufferers. That person 
is truly empathetic. Another, also with tears in her eyes, may 
say, “I understand what you’re going through; I lost a loved 
one myself.” That person is sympathetic. But another person 
may say, “At least your mother didn’t suffer like my husband 
did.” That person is merely selfish—thinking only of personal 
loss and not other’s feelings. These are the type of “friends” 
who showed up to “comfort” Job.

Bildad thought he knew exactly how God was supposed to 
work. Indeed, he and the other friends “just knew” there had 
to be some dark and sinister transgression in Job’s life for such 
bad things to happen to him. 

Their solution? Confess what awful thing he had done, 
and then repent! When Job argued that he had done nothing 
deserving of such suffering, these friends responded with even 
harsher—and more unfair—accusations.

1. What are good and bad ways we sometimes respond to 
those who are suffering?

2. How do you think God wants us to respond?

3. What can be of help as we endeavor to do this?
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You Must Have Done Something Wrong
Job 8:1-7, KJV
1 Then answered Bildad the 

Shuhite, and said,
2 How long wilt thou speak 

these things? and how long 
shall the words of thy mouth be 
like a strong wind?
3 Doth God pervert judgment? 

or doth the Almighty pervert 
justice?
4 If thy children have sinned 

against him, and he have 
cast them away for their 
transgression;
5 If thou wouldest seek unto 

God betimes, and make thy 
supplication to the Almighty;
6 If thou wert pure and 

upright; surely now he would 
awake for thee, and make the 
habitation of thy righteousness 
prosperous.
7 Though thy beginning was 

small, yet thy latter end should 
greatly increase.

Job was a righteous man because God said this about 
him: “There is no one on earth like him; he is blameless and 
upright, a man who fears God and shuns evil” (Job 1:8). God 
nevertheless allowed Job to suffer at the hands of Satan, first 
by losing nearly everything he owned and cherished, and 
then by allowing him to be afflicted with painful sores. But 
throughout his ordeal Job refused to curse God or accuse Him 
of wrongdoing.

Three of Job’s friends came to comfort him. But though they 
sympathized with Job, they wrongly contended that he must 
have done something wrong and that he therefore deserved 

Job 8:1-7, NIV
 1Then Bildad the Shuhite replied:
2“How long will you say such  

  things? 
 Your words are a blustering  

  wind.
3Does God pervert justice?  

 Does the Almighty pervert what  
  is right?

4When your children sinned  
  against him, 
 he gave them over to the penalty  

  of their sin.
5But if you will seek God earnestly  

 and plead with the Almighty,
6if you are pure and upright, 
 even now he will rouse himself  

  on your behalf 
and restore you to your prosperous  

  state.
7Your beginnings will seem  

  humble, 
 so prosperous will your future be.”
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what was happening to him. The first to speak, Eliphaz, said 
that those who do evil will inevitably be punished, and Job 
must be suffering because of some sin he’d committed (4:1—
5:27). Job insisted however that he was innocent of wrongdo-
ing (6:1—7:21).

Then Bildad spoke, saying that Job’s claim of innocence 
was without merit and that his words were like “a blustering 
wind” (8:2). In Bildad’s opinion, Job’s defense of himself was 
fruitless and his words would not be heard by God. 

Bildad reminded Job that God does not pervert justice. He 
then cited what happened to Job’s children as evidence that 
God does not act unjustly. It seems that Job’s children spent 
a lot of time feasting (1:4-5), and Bildad presumed they did 
something God considered sinful. Consequently, the children 
died when a mighty wind caused where they were celebrating 
to collapse (1:18-19). Bildad was convinced that Job’s suffer-
ing must therefore be God’s just penalty for his sins as well. 
Bildad also believed that the only thing that would end Job’s 
misery and restore his fortunes would be to return to God and 
to live a pure and upright life. Job needed to repent.

4. What did Bildad’s response to Job’s suffering indi-
cate about his understanding of the link between sin and 
suffering?

5. What example did he cite to support this?

6. How did this affect his understanding of what Job need-
ed to do if he wanted his health and fortunes to be restored?

You Could Learn from Observation
Job 8:8-10, KJV
8 For enquire, I pray thee, of 

the former age, and prepare 
thyself to the search of their 
fathers:
9 (For we are but of yesterday, 

and know nothing, because our 
days upon earth are a shadow:)

Job 8:8-10, NIV
8“Ask the former generation  

 and find out what their ancestors  
  learned,

9for we were born only yesterday  
  and know nothing, 
and our days on earth are but a  

  shadow.
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10 Shall not they teach thee, and 
tell thee, and utter words out of 
their heart?

To reinforce his conclusion that Job was suffering because 
of something he’d done wrong, Bildad urged Job to remember 
what former generations had learned about God’s justice and 
the link between suffering and sin. 

The tradition of ancient wisdom said that you always got 
what you deserved in life. If you were experiencing good 
things, it must be because you were living righteously. If you 
were suffering, it must be because you had sinned. Job may 
have believed this himself in relation to other people. Bildad 
pleaded with Job to give due attention to the lessons of their 
ancestors and evaluate his current predicament accordingly.

As Bible commentator Warren Wiersbe notes, “To be sure, 
we can today learn from the past, but the past must be a  
rudder to guide us into the future and not an anchor to hold 
us back. The fact that something was said years ago is no  
guarantee that it is right. The past contains as much folly as 
wisdom.” 

So, the “understanding” (vs. 10) from the past that Bildad 
said would explain Job’s suffering would simply repeat that 
Job was at fault and that was why he was suffering.

7. What did Bildad urge Job to take note of? For what 
purpose?

Your Path to Restoration
Job 8:20-22, KJV
20 Behold, God will not cast 

away a perfect man, neither 
will he help the evil doers:
21 Till he fill thy mouth with 

laughing, and thy lips with 
rejoicing.

10Will they not instruct you and  
  tell you? 
Will they not bring forth words  

 from their understanding?

Job 8:20-22, NIV
20“Surely God does not reject one   

  who is blameless  
or strengthen the hands of evildoers.
21He will yet fill your mouth with   

  laughter 
 and your lips with shouts of joy.

KJV NIV
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22 They that hate thee shall be 
clothed with shame; and the 
dwelling place of the wicked shall 
come to nought.

Bildad believed that God will not reject the blameless nor 
give strength to those who are evil. Since Job was suffering, 
God must be rejecting Job; therefore, he could not claim to 
be blameless. The only way Job could be forgiven and his 
fortunes restored was to acknowledge his sin and live a 
blameless life (8:5-7).

Bildad was wrong. He didn’t know the actual reasons why 
Job was suffering. But he was right about one thing: Job’s for-
tunes would be restored. However, Job’s restoration would 
occur under circumstances that did not involve his confession 
of the sin he supposedly had committed.

 What Job and his three friends did not understand is that 
people often suffer even though they have done nothing 
wrong. Those who are good may experience bad things in 
life; those who aren’t may experience good things. Although 
it’s true that some suffering is the result of sin and some-
times people are blessed because they’ve been good, at other 
times the opposite is true. As in Job’s case, sometimes things 
are going on behind the scenes that are unknown or not well 
understood.

What Job was experiencing was not the result of some 
horrific sin he had done. And because of their faulty 
understanding of the link between sin and suffering, Job’s 
friends unfairly and unjustly blamed Job.

Sometimes we just don’t know why people are suffering. 
And when we don’t know, it’s best not to claim that we do.

8. What else did Bildad note to reinforce his belief about 
the connection between sin and suffering?

9. Even though Bildad was wrong about the cause of Job’s 
suffering, what was he right about?

10. What lesson did Job and his friends need to learn?

22Your enemies will be clothed in  
  shame, 
  and the tents of the wicked will  

  be no more.”

KJV NIV
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Sometimes We Just Don’t Know
I once counseled two parents who were struggling to make 

sense of the death of their son who was born with a heart 
defect. They knew shortly after his birth that his life would 
lack in quality and years. Initially they accepted his prognosis 
and tried to make the best of it. But in the midst of their 
grief in the days following his death, they began to blame 
themselves for what happened to him, believing in error that 
this must be God’s punishment for some sin they committed. 
It was a reminder of what happened to Job that helped them 
accept that the cause of their son’s illness was unknown. And 
since this was so, they had no basis for blaming themselves or 
others for it.

At another time, I counseled a father of two as he struggled 
to make sense of why his life was destined to be cut short 
due to cancer. He said he’d been faithful to God and that he 
and his family had done their best to be obedient to Him. He 
adamantly insisted that he wasn’t getting what he deserved. 
He began to doubt God’s justice and questioned if his lifelong 
devotion to Him had been worth the effort.

I reminded my friend that it’s true that we don’t always  
get what we think we deserve in life. Sometimes bad things 
happen to us even though we’ve lived an upright life; but 
sometimes good things happen even when we haven’t  
been as good as God desires. What’s important is to continue 
to trust in God and to remain faithful to Him even when  
life seems unfair or we are suffering through no fault of our 
own. 

11. What are ways you are sometimes inclined to respond 
when you or others are suffering?

12. What are some things you’ve learned as you’ve helped 
others deal with their suffering or in responding to your own?

13. What are some things you can and perhaps ought to 
do differently as you respond to times of personal suffering or 
as you help others respond to theirs?
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In Hindsight
Sometimes it’s only when looking back that we understand 

why we or others are suffering or have suffered. That’s why 
it’s critical that we don’t presume to know why someone is 
suffering when we often don’t know. It’s also important not to 
unfairly or unjustly blame ourselves or others. 

Remaining faithful to God in the midst of suffering is often 
the key to understanding what is happening, even if that 
understanding only occurs in hindsight. 

 � What can you do to respond more appropriately and construc-
tively to someone who is suffering, even if the one suffering is 
you?

KEY VERSE
Then answered Bildad the Shuhite, and said, How long wilt thou 
speak these things? and how long shall the words of thy mouth 
be like a strong wind? — Job 8:1-2, KJV

Then Bildad the Shuhite replied: “How long will you say such 
things? Your words are a blustering wind.” — Job 8:1-2, NIV

DAILY BIBLE READINGS
Week of February 21 through February 27
(See The Quiet Hour for devotionals on these passages.)
Mon. Genesis 18:20-33—Abraham Pleads for Justice. 
Tue. Psalm 37:1-11—Trust in God’s Coming Justice. 
Wed. Psalm 37:21-28, 34-40—The Lord Loves Justice. 
Thu. Romans 14:13-23—Righteousness, Peace, and Joy. 
Fri. Matthew 12:1-13—Jesus Demonstrates God’s Justice. 
Sat. Job 19:23-29—Job Cries Out for a Redeemer. 
Sun. Job 42:1-6, 10-17—Job’s Fortunes Are Restored. 
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LESSON FOCUS: Be humble before God, even when you don’t understand His ways.

Serving a Just God

Most of us have suffered tragedy and loss. But few of us 
have lost absolutely everything. That happened to Job. 

And what was his response? He fell down and worshiped 
God. One of the most resounding verses in the Bible is, “The 
Lord giveth, and the Lord taketh away. Blessed be the name 
of the Lord” (Job 1:21, KJV). No, he wasn’t happy about what 
happened to him. He tore his robe and shaved his head as a 
symbol of his terrible anguish. He questioned God but never 
lashed out against Him. In fact, he humbly worshiped Him.

Dave had just arrived at work one morning when the phone 
rang. It was Human Resources, asking him to come to Room 
202. When Dave arrived, he found just Rick, the HR Director, 
and Dave knew what was happening. After 21 years at the 
company, he was being let go in a RIF, a Reduction in Force—
the latest term for layoffs. Rick gave Dave a packet with infor-
mation about how to write resumes and how long he would 
receive severance pay. Then Rick escorted Dave to a side door, 
and Dave stepped into a bright sun that was still shining, 
though he didn’t know why. It was the darkest day of his life.

But Dave did not shake his fist at God. He presumed the 
Lord had something else for his future. It may be bad right 
now; he did not see any immediate hope on the horizon, and 
he knew he would do some grieving and mourning for a job 
he had loved and now lost. But he would keep the faith, and 
humble himself before his Lord.

1. How do you sometimes respond when experiencing a 
painful circumstance and God’s reason for it is unknown?

2. How does God want us to respond when experiencing 
these types of events?

3. What can be of help as we endeavor to do this?
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Lessons Learned
Job 42:1-6, KJV
1 Then Job answered the Lord, 

and said,
2 I know that thou canst 

do every thing, and that no 
thought can be withholden 
from thee.
3 Who is he that hideth coun-

sel without knowledge? there-
fore have I uttered that I under-
stood not; things too wonderful 
for me, which I knew not.
4 Hear, I beseech thee, and I 

will speak: I will demand of 
thee, and declare thou unto me.
5 I have heard of thee by the 

hearing of the ear: but now 
mine eye seeth thee.
6 Wherefore I abhor myself, 

and repent in dust and ashes.

After struggling to make sense of why he was suffering, 
and hearing his friends passionately but wrongly accuse him 
of wrongdoing, Job finally heard directly from God about his 
troubles (Job 38—41). Neither Job nor his three friends knew 
why Job was suffering, and what they concluded was faulty. 
They did not fully understand God or the reason Job was 
being afflicted. They had spoken without “knowledge” (42:3).

God had revealed and Job now understood that the ways of 
God were “too wonderful” for Job to “know,” too incredible 
for him to understand. How as a mere man could he expect to 
understand God or bend Him to his will? 

Job’s response revealed that he finally understood that God 
is who He is while man is what he is. God is eternal; He is the 
Creator; in some ways He is unknowable. Job humbly realized 

Job 42:1-6, NIV
1Then Job replied to the Lord:
 2“I know that you can do all   

  things;  
 no purpose of yours can be   
  thwarted.

3You asked, ‘Who is this that 
obscures my plans without 
knowledge?’ 
Surely I spoke of things I did   

 not understand,
 things too wonderful for me to   

 know.
4“You said, ‘Listen now, and I   

  will speak; 
 I will question you, 
 and you shall answer me.’
5My ears had heard of you
  but now my eyes have seen you.
6Therefore I despise myself and   

 repent in dust and ashes.”
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that he needed to repent in “dust and ashes” (vs. 6). 
Job was beginning to see God in a new and more personal 

way. He had “seen” God in a different way (vs. 5). But though 
Job understood much more about God than he had before, 
his knowledge of God was still limited. He was not going to 
understand all of God’s purposes, but he was in the hands 
of the one who can do “all things” (vs. 2). What that showed 
Job, and us, is that we may be facing terrible things we do not 
understand, but we can trust that God knows and can do all 
things. We are in good hands with Him.

Job despised himself because earlier he had questioned God 
and had accused Him of being unjust (e.g. 9:22-24). 

4. What were some things Job learned as a result of his 
suffering?

5. What was Job’s response to what he learned?

Fortunes Restored
Job 42:10-17, KJV
10 And the Lord turned the captivity 

of Job, when he prayed for his 
friends: also the Lord gave Job twice 
as much as he had before.
11 Then came there unto him all 

his brethren, and all his sisters, 
and all they that had been of his 
acquaintance before, and did eat 
bread with him in his house: and 
they bemoaned him, and comforted 
him over all the evil that the Lord 
had brought upon him: every man 
also gave him a piece of money, and 
every one an earring of gold.
12 So the Lord blessed the latter end 

of Job more than his beginning: for he 
had fourteen thousand sheep, and six 
thousand camels, and a thousand yoke 

Job 42:10-17, NIV
 10After Job had prayed for 

his friends, the Lord restored 
his fortunes and gave him 
twice as much as he had 
before. 11All his brothers and 
sisters and everyone who had 
known him before came and 
ate with him in his house. 
They comforted and consoled 
him over all the trouble the 
Lord had brought on him, and 
each one gave him a piece of 
silver and a gold ring.

 12The Lord blessed the latter 
part of Job’s life more than the 
former part. He had fourteen 
thousand sheep, six thousand 
camels, a thousand yoke of 
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of oxen, and a thousand she asses.
13 He had also seven sons and three 

daughters.
14 And he called the name of the 

first, Jemima; and the name of the 
second, Kezia; and the name of the 
third, Kerenhappuch.
15 And in all the land were 

no women found so fair as the 
daughters of Job: and their father 
gave them inheritance among their 
brethren.
16 After this lived Job an hundred 

and forty years, and saw his sons, 
and his sons’ sons, even four 
generations.
17 So Job died, being old and full of 

days.

Although Job had spoken without knowledge, God 
nevertheless called him “my servant” (42:7). After chastising 
Job’s friends for being presumptuous, God told them to 
sacrifice a burnt offering. He also asked Job to pray for them. 
God accepted their sacrifice and Job’s prayers and forgave his 
friends for their arrogance (42:8-9). 

God then restored Job’s fortunes. What Job had after his  
loss was greater than what he had before. Although the  
number of his children and their gender was the same, the 
rest of his new fortunes were double what they were before. 
Bildad’s had earlier predicted that Job’s fortunes would be 
restored if he repented (8:7, 20-22). Bildad was wrong about 
the cause of Job’s misfortunes, but he predicted the ultimate 
outcome. 

Job’s family and friends comforted him for what he’d lost, 
unlike Job’s three friends who failed to do so earlier. The fam-
ily and friends also gave him pieces of silver, something typi-
cally mentioned in the Old Testament in context of the patri-
archs. These as well as the gold rings they gave to Job may 

oxen and a thousand donkeys. 
13And he also had seven sons 
and three daughters. 14The 
first daughter he named 
Jemimah, the second Keziah 
and the third Keren-Happuch. 
15Nowhere in all the land 
were there found women as 
beautiful as Job’s daughters, 
and their father granted them 
an inheritance along with their 
brothers.

 16After this, Job lived a hun-
dred and forty years; he saw 
his children and their children 
to the fourth generation. 17And 
so Job died, an old man and 
full of years.

KJV NIV
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have been evidence of the high respect they had for him now 
that his fortunes were restored. Earlier, however, it seems that 
they viewed Job’s afflictions through the same lens as his three 
friends, as Job complained that they had gone away, forgot-
ten him, and failed to have pity for him (19:13-22). But though 
they may have concluded at one time that Job’s misery was 
the result of wrongdoing, their response in the end indicated 
their belief that Job was once again accepted by God, was 
once again accepted by God. But they were wrong. God never 
rejected Job.

The names of Job’s daughters reflect attributes of exception-
al feminine beauty. This is consistent with the writer’s  
comment that “Nowhere in all the land were there found 
women as beautiful as Job’s daughters” (42:15). Job granted 
them a portion of his inheritance, something typically only 
done for male descendants. One reason Job may have done 
this is to protect his daughters from undesired suitors. Women 
of such great beauty would have attracted many admirers, 
and providing them with financial independence would have 
given them the freedom to be certain they had found the 
“right” one.

Some commentators believe that Job was around 70 years 
of age when he experienced the trials recorded in this book. 
If this is so, then the additional 140 years he lived afterward 
would have been another doubling of blessings. What’s sig-
nificant is that when Job died that he was still “full of years” 
(42:17). Job apparently died while still vigorous and with 
much life left in him, not seemingly as a frail man just waiting 
for life to end. This is in sharp contrast to Job’s response in the 
midst of his affliction when he cursed the day of his birth (3:3) 
and longed for his life to end (3:20-21).

6. What was significant about Job’s fortunes following 
their restoration?

7. What is revealing about the response of Job’s family 
and friends after his health and fortunes were restored?

8. What is significant about Job’s remaining years?



L e s s o n  1 3  f o r  F e b r u a r y  2 7  •  P a g e  9 4

God Is Good All the Time
When my friend Sherry was first diagnosed with terminal 

cancer, she and her husband Henry questioned why they 
deserved such bad news. They had been faithful to God and 
were effective witnesses. They had attempted to live a righ-
teous life. “Why,” they asked God, “are You causing us to go 
through this?”

Sherry and Henry never got an answer to that question. 
But they eventually asked a more relevant one: “How do You 
want us to respond?” They realized that God wanted them to 
focus on Him. Instead of demanding an answer to the question 
of “Why?” they humbly asked, “What now?” They concluded 
that God is good even when our circumstances aren’t and 
began to share with others their trust in His goodness. When 
Sherry died, many of those she’d come in contact with shared 
how they too now believed that God is good even when peo-
ple are experiencing the worst this world has to offer.

Sherry’s testimony of God’s goodness in the face of extreme 
difficulties helped her friend Audrey face a similar problem 
years after Sherry’s death. Like Sherry, Audrey was diagnosed 
with cancer. Although it was unknown at the time of its 
discovery if it was terminal, Audrey knew her treatment 
would include intense chemotherapy followed by radical 
surgery. She approached her treatment remembering Sherry’s 
confidence in God’s goodness. She humbly accepted that 
though her future was unknown, God’s character is not. She 
consistently reminded herself as well as those treating her and 
others sharing the chemo rooms with her that God is good 
even in the difficult and painful times and when we don’t 
understand Him or His ways.

9. What are some things you’ve learned about God after 
experiencing a time of pain or loss?

10. What are some other things you need to keep in mind 
when going through events like these?

11. Why is being humble towards God crucial? How is it 
demonstrated?
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What Now?
It’s important when experiencing difficult circumstances not 

to jump to conclusions about why this might be so. We don’t 
always understand God or His ways. When we don’t, it’s 
important not to claim that we do or to speak without knowl-
edge. Sometimes it’s best to remain silent when we don’t 
know what God is up to. 

We need to approach God with humility, especially when 
He and His ways are unknown, knowing that He is God and 
we are not.

 � Complete this sentence: I can demonstrate humility in my 
relationship with God, especially when God and His ways are 
unknown, by doing this _________________ rather than by 
doing this_______________________________________. 

 

KEY VERSE
Therefore have I uttered that I understood not; things too won-
derful for me, which I knew not. —Job 42:3b, KJV

Surely I spoke of things I did not understand, things too wonder-
ful for me to know. —Job 42:3b, NIV

DAILY BIBLE READINGS
Week of February 28 through March 6
(See The Quiet Hour for devotionals on these passages.)
Mon.  Isaiah 40:1-11—Prepare the Way of the Lord.
Tue.  Isaiah 45:1-10—Being God’s Instrument.
Wed.  Philippians 4:10-19—God Will Provide for Every Need.
Thurs.  Isaiah 40:12-15, 21-31—Lift Up Your Eyes to God.
Fri.  1 Peter 2:13-17—Live Freely but Responsibly.
Sat.  Psalm 97—Light Dawns for the Righteous.
Sun. Ezra 1:1-8, 11; 2:64-70—Cyrus Permits Jews to Return    
 Home.
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C O M P R E H E N S I V E  B I B L E  S T U D Y

Lesson Cycle 
F O R  2 0 2 0 - 2 0 2 3

] Next quarter’s study

SEPTEMBER DECEMBER MARCH JUNE

2020/21

Love One 
Another 

(Studies in
Genesis,  

1 Samuel, Luke, 
John, Acts, the 

Epistles)

Call in the New 
Testament

(Studies in the 
Gospels, Acts,  
1 Corinthians, 

Hebrews)

Prophets 
Faithful to 

God’s Covenant 
(Studies in 

Deuteronomy, 
Lamentations, 
Joshua, 1 & 

2 Kings, Ezra, 
Nehemiah, 
Prophets)

 Confident Hope
(Studies in 
Leviticus, 

Matthew, Luke, 
Romans,  

2 Corinthians,
Hebrews, 1 John)

2021/22

Celebrating God 
(Studies in

Exodus,  
2 Samuel, 

Psalms, Mark, 
Acts, Revelation) 

 Justice, Law, 
History

(Studies in 
the Pentateuch,  
2 Samuel, Ezra, 

Job, Isaiah, 
Nahum) 

]God Frees and 
Redeems 
(Studies in 

Deuteronomy, 
Ezra, Matthew, 
John, Romans, 

Galatians)

 Partners in a 
New Creation

(Studies in 
Isaiah, John, 
Revelation)

2022/23

Chosen, Not 
Choice 

(Studies in 
Genesis, Exodus,  

Deuteronomy, 
Judges,  

1 Samuel, 
Ephesians)

Chosen, 
Not Choice:  
Darkness to 

Light
(Studies in 

2 Chronicles, 
Isaiah, Joel, 

Luke, 
1 Corinthians,  

2 Timothy, 
James, 1 Peter) 

Chosen, Not 
Choice: Jesus 

Calls Us 
(Studies in the 
Gospels, Acts)

God’s Kingdom 
Come

(Studies in 
Isaiah, Ezekiel, 

Zephaniah, 
Zechariah, 
Matthew, 
Romans, 
Galatians,   

1 Corinthians)



g
Coming Up 

Next Quarter
March, April, May 2022

‘God Frees and Redeems’

 This quarter uses the lens of liberation, Christian 
freedom, to examine and experience the nature of
God who acts to deliver and free people in different 
situations.
 Unit 1 explores in Ezra and Deuteronomy the memory 
of the liberating event of the Exodus as the Jewish people 
came back from exile and rebuilt the temple.
 Unit 2 looks at the liberating freedom found in 
Matthew’s description of Jesus’ triumphal entry and 
continuing through His death and resurrection at Easter.
 In Unit 3, lessons based on Romans and Galatians 
explore Paul’s understanding of the radical nature 
of Christian freedom, including the fruit of the Spirit 
emanating from that freedom.

Comprehensive Bible Study lessons are organized according 
to a thematic study of the Bible following the International 
Sunday School Lessons series. In six years, this cycle will 
touch on the Bible’s key themes through studies of books 
in both the Old and New Testaments.
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WHAT DOES IT MEAN
TO BE CHOSEN?

In this new eight-week Bible study, readers 
will dig even deeper into the narrative of the 
groundbreaking television series about the life 
of Jesus, The Chosen.

Each lesson includes

An in-depth look at both the Old and New 
Testament, exploring Isaiah 43 in light of us 
being chosen.

Script excerpts, quotes, and illustrations 
from the show

Questions for individuals or groups 
designed to take you deeper.

Available from David C Cook
and everywhere books are sold

Adult
Comprehensive 
Bible Study
No. 1082

2108222
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